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to others as thcy do to me; and that will be
none at all. © My Fair-weather friends of tf‘-m
{fummer are Sjmu.r away for London, and I fhal
fee them and the butterflies together, if I live uli

next year; which I would not defire to do, if
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it were only for their fakes. But we that are
writers, ought to love }M“i!ﬁi‘it" a1t pofterity
may love us; and I would willingly live to fee
the.childien of the prefent race, merely in hope
they may be a little wifer than thc;r Parents.
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{ T s true that I write to you very feldom,
-E- and have no pretence of writing which fatif-
fies me, becaufe I have nothing to fay that can
oive you much pleafure: only merely that 'l
am 10 being, which in truth is of little confe-
quence to one from whofe converfation I am cut
oft by fuch -accidents or engagements as {epa-
rate us. I continue, and ever fhall, to wifh
you ali good and happinefs: I wifh that fome
lucky event might fet you in a flate of eafe and
independency all at once ! and that I might live
to {ee you as happy, as this filly world and for-
tune can make any one.. Are we never to live
together more, asonce we did ? 1 find my life
cbbing
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ebbing apace, and my affections ftrengthening
as my age encreafes; not that I am worfe, but
better, in my health than laft winter ; but my
mind finds no amendment nor improvement,
nor fupport to lean upon, from thofe about me:
and fo I feel myfelf leaving the world, as faft as
it leaves me.  Companions I have enough,
friends few, and thofe too warm in the con-
cerns of the world, for me to bear pace with ;
or elfe {o divided from me, that they are but
like the dead whofe remembrance I hold in ho-
nour, Nature, temper, and habit from my
youth made me have but one ftrong defire; all
other ambitions, my perfon, education, confti-
tution, religion, &c. confpired to remove far
from me. That defirewas, to fix and preferve
a few lafting, dependable friendfhips: and the
accidents which have difappointed me in i,
have put a period to all my aims. So Iam funk
into an idlenefs, which makes me neither care
nor labour to be noticed by the reft of man-
kind; I propofe no rewards to myfelf, and why
fhould I take any fort of pains ? here I fit and
fleep, and probably here T fhall fleep till I {leep
for ever, like the old man of Verona. 1 hear
of what pafles in the bufy world with folittle at-
tention, that I forget it the next day : and as to
the learned world, there is nothing paffesin it. T

N 3 have
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have no more to add, but that I am with the
fame truth as ever,

Your, &c.

LEEP T E R XXIL
Ot 23, 1430.

Y Our letter is a very kind one, but I can’t
fay fo pleafing to me as many of yours have
been, thro’ the account you give of the dejec-
tion of your {pirits. I wifh the too conftant ufe
of water does not contribute to it; I find Dr.
arbuthnot and another very knowing phyfician
of that opinion. I alfo with you were not fo
totally immers’d in the country ; I hope your
return to ‘Town will be a prevalent remedy
againft the evil of too much recollection. I
with it partly for my own fake. We have
lived little together of late, and we want to
be phyficians for one another. It is a re-
medy that agreed very well with us both, for
many years, and I fancy our conftitutions would
mend upon the old medicine of Studiorum fimi-
litudo, &c. 1 believe we both of us want whet-
ting ; there are feveral here who will do you
that good office, merely for the love of wit,
I which
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