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LE T-T EK XXIV,

From Mr. Gay to Mr. PorzE,

D, 332,

Am at laft return’d from my Somerfetfhire

expedition, but fince my return I cannot fo
much boaft of my health as before I went, for
I am frequently out of order with my colical
complaints, fo as to make me uneafy and difpi-
rited, tho’ not to any violent degree. The re-
ception we met with, and the little excurfions
we made were every way agreeable. I think
the country abounds with beautiful profpedts.
Sir William Wyndham is at prefent amufing
himfelf with fome real improvements, and a
oreat many vifionary caftles. We were often
entertain’d with fea views and fea fith, and
were at fome places in the neighbourhood,
among which, I was mightily pleafed with
Dunfter-Caftle near Minehead. It ftands upon
a great eminence, and hath a profpect of that
town, with an extenfive view of the Briftol
Channel, in which are f{een two fmall Iflands
call’d the Steep Holms and Flat Holms, and on
t’other fide we could plainly diftinguith the di-
vifions of fields on the Welfh coaft, All this

journey I perform’d on horfeback, and I am

very
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very much difappointed that at prefent I feel
mylelf {o little the better for it. I have indeed
followed riding and exercife for three months
fucceffively, and really think T was as well with-
out it ; {o that I begin to fear the illnefs I have
fo long and {o often complain’d of, is inherent
in my conftitution, and that I have nothing for
it but patience®.

As to your advice about writing Panegyric,
tis what I have not frequently done. I have
indeed done it fometimes againft my judgment
and inclinations, and I heartily repent of it.
And at prefent, as I have no defire of reward,
and {ee no juft reafon of praife, I think I had
better let it alone. There are flatterers good
enough to be found, and I would not interfere
in any Gentleman’s profeffion. I have feen no
verfes upon thefe {ublime occafions ; {o that I
have no emulation : Let the patrons enjoy the
authors, and the authors their patrons, for [
know myfelf unworthy.,

I am, &c.

* Mr. Gay died the No- | of Queeniberry’s houfe in
vember following at theDuke | London, aged 46 years. P.
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