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LETTER XXV,

nA

Mr. CLerLanND to Mr. Gay?,

Decemb. 16, 1731

E Am aftonifh’d at the complaints occafion’d
by a late Epiftle to the I*ail of Burlington ;
and I thould be qhucLul were there the leaft
juft f"lOJI'l{_I for them. Had the writer attack’d
Vlu., at a time when it is not only tolerated but
triumphant, and fo far from being conceal’d as
a Defe@, that it is proclaimed with oftentation
as a Merit ; I thould have been apprehenfive of
the confequence: Had he fatirized Gamefters
of a hundred thoufand PULII‘ldb fortune, acquir’d
by fuch methods as are in daily practice, md
almoft univerfally encouraged : had he ove
warmly defended the Religion of his cam‘my,

1
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againit fuch books as come from every prefs,
are }'}Llhlh.,mi}’ vended in every fhop, and reedi-
ly bought by almoftevery ran 1k of men; or had

he CQUCL,. our excellent weekly writers by the

" fame names which they c*pmly beftow on the

greateft men in the Miniftry, and out of the
Miniftry, for which tllw are all unpunifhed,
and moft rewarded : In any of thefe cafes, in-

2 This was written by the | Letter to the Publijber, pre-
fame hand that wrote the | fixed to the Dunciad.

deed,
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deed, I might have judged him too prefumptu-
ous, and perhaps have trembled for his rafhe
nefs.

I could not but hope better for this fmall and
modeft Epiftle, which attacks no one Vice
whatfoever ; which deals only in Folly, and
not Folly in general, but a fingle {pecies of it;
that only branch, for the oppolfite excellency to
which, the N oble Lord to whom it is written
muft neceffarily be celebrated. T fancied it
might efcape cenfure, efpecially feein g how ten-
derly thefe Follies are treated, and really lefs ac-
cufed than apologized for.

Yet bence tbe Poor are civath'd, the Hungry fed,
Health to bimfelf, and to bis Infants Bread
The Lab'rer bears.

Is this fuch a crime, that to impute it to 2 man
muft be a grievous offence ? *Tis an innocent
Folly, and much more beneficent than the want
of it; for ill Tafte employs more hands, and
diffufes expence more than a goodone. Isita
moral defe&? No, it is but a natural one; a
want of tafte. It is what the beft good man
living may be liable to. The worthieft Peer
may live exemplarily in an ill-favour'd houfe,
and the beft reputed citizen be pleafed with a
vile garden. I thought (I fay) the author had
the common liberty to obferve a defec, and to

complimerit
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compliment a friend for a quality that diftin-
guithes him : which I know not how any qua-
lity fhould do, if we were not to remark that
it was wanting in others.

But, they fay, the fatire is perfonal. I thought
it could not be fo, becaufe all its refletions are
on things. His refleCtions are not on the man,
but his houfe, garden, &c. Nay, he refpeéts
(as one may fay) the Perfons of the Gladiator,
theNile, and the Triton : he is only {orry to fee
them (as he might be to fee any of his friends)
ridiculous by being in the wrong place, and in
bad company. Some fancy, that to fay, a thing
is Perfonal, is the fame as to fay, it is Injuft, not
confidering, that nothing can be Juft that is not
perfonal. I am afraid that “ all fuch writings
¢« and difcourfes as touch no man, will mend
“ no man.”” The good-natured, indeed, are
apt to be alarmed at any thing like fatire; and
the guilty readily concur with the weak for a
plain reafon, becaufe the vicious look upon fol-
ly as their {rontier :

Fam Proximus ardet
Ucalegon.

No wonder thofe who know ridicule belongs to
them, find an inward confolation in removing it
from themfelves as far as they can; and it is never
fo far, as when they can get it fixed on the beft cha~

ratters.
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racters. No wonder thofe who are Food for Sa-
tirifts fhould rail at them as creatures of prey;
every beaft born for our ufe would be ready to
call a man fo.

I know no remedy, unlefs people in our age
would as little frequent the theatres, as they
begin to do the churches ; unlefs comedy were
forfaken, fatire filent, and every man left todo
what feems good in his own eyes, as if there
were no King, no Prieft, no Poet, in Ifrael.

But I find myfelf obliged to touch a point,
on which I muft be more ferious ; it well de-
ferves I thould : T mean the malicious applica-
tion of the charadter of Timon, which, I will
boldly fay, they would impute to the perfon
the moft different in the world from a Man-
hater, to the perfon whofe tafte and encourage-
ment of wit have often been fhewn in the
righteft place. 'The author of that epiftle
muft certainly think fo, if he has the fame
opinion of his own merit as authors generally
have ; for he has been diftinguithed by this very
perfon.

Why, in God’s name, muft a Portrait, ap-
parently colleted from twenty different men,
be applied to one only ? Has it his eye? no, it
15 very unlike. Has it his nofe or mouth ? no,
they are totally differing. What then, I befeech
you? Why, it has the mole on his chin. Very

well ;
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rerefore pe his, and

has no other man that blemifh ?
Could there be a more melancholy inftance
how much the tafte of the public is vitiated,
&3

well - but mufit the piéture t
5 F

and turns the moft falutary and feafonable ph
fic into poifon, than if amidft the blaze of a
thoufand bright qualities in a2 great man, they
fhould only remark there s a fhadow about
him ; as what eminence is without? 1am con-
fident the author was incapable of imputing any
fuch to one, whofe whole life (to ufe his own
exprefiion in print of him) is a continued [eries
of good and generous actions.

I know no man who would be more con-
cerned, if he gave the leaft pain or offence to
any innocent perfon ; and none who would be
lefs concerned, if the fatire were challenged by
any one at whom he would really aim it. If
ever that happens, I dare engage, he will
own it, with all the freedom of one whofe

cenfures are juft, and who fets his name to
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