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LET T E R:XXVE

%

To the Earl of BurrL1NG T ON.

My LoRrp, | March 7, 1731,

HE clamour rais’d about my Epiftle to

you, could not give me fo much pain, as
I receiv’d pleafure in feeing the general zeal of
the world in the caufe of a Great man who is
beneficent, and the particular warmth of your
Lordfhip in that of a private man who is inno-
cent.

It was not the Poem that deferv’d this from
you ; for as I had the honour to be your Friend,
I could not treat you quite like a Poet: but
fure the writer deferv’d more candor, even from
thofe who knew him not, than to promote a re-
port, which in regard to that noble perfon, was
impertinent; in regard to me, villainous, Yet
I had no great caufe to wonder, that a charac-
ter belonging to twenty thould be applied to
one; fince, by that means, nineteen would ef-
cape the ridicule.

I was too well content with my knowledge
of that noble perfon’s opinion in this affair, to
trouble the public about it. But fince Malice
and Miftake are fo long® dying, I have taken

the opportunity of a third edition to declare his
belief,
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belicf, not only of my innocence, but of their
malignity ; of the former of which myown heart
is as confcious, as, I fear, fome of theirs muft
be of the latter. His humanity feels a concern
for the Injury done to me, while his greatnefs

of mind can bear with indifference the infult of-
fer’d to himfelf?.

However, my Lord, I own, that critics of
this fort can intimidate me, nay half incline me
to write no more: That would be making the
Tot"rl a compliment which, Ithink, it deferves ;
and which fome, I am fure, we J“I"l take ver
ki ‘Jh This way of Satire 1s-dangerous, as
fong as f‘azrl r rais’d by fools of the lowelt r: nf
can zmd any countenance from thofe of a n'gi er.

Even from the condu& fhewn on this occafion,

U

I have learnt there are fome who would rather
be wicked than ridiculous ; and therefore it may
be fafer to attack Vices than Follies. T will
therefore leave my betters in the quiet poflef-
fion of their Idols, theirGroves, and their High-

places ; and change my iurg;:tt from their pride
to their meannefs, from their vanities to their mi-
feries: and, as the only certain way to avoid mif=
conftruntions, to leflen offence, and not to multi-
ply ill-natur’ d applications, I may probably, in

o

a_Alludes to the letter the Duke of Ch* wrote to Mr.
Pope on this occafion. P.
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my next, makeufe of real names inftead of fic-
titious ones, I am,
My Leord,
Your moft Affetionate, &c.

L'EF T ER=XXVIT:
Cirencefter,

IT 1s a truc faying, that misfortunes alone

prove one’s friendfhips ; they thow us net
only that of other people for us, but our own
for them. We hardly know ourfelyes any
otherwife. I feel my being forced to this Bath-
journey as a misfortune ; and to follow my
own welfare preferably to thofeI love, isindeed
4 new thing to me: my health has not ufually
got the better of my tendernefles and affeions.
I fet out with a heavy heart, wifhing I had
done this thing the laft feafon ; for every day
I defer it, the more I am in danger of that ac-
cident which I dread the moft, my Mother’s
death (efpecially fhould it happen while I am
away.) And another Refle&ion pains me, that
I'have never, fince I knew you, been {o long fe-
parated from you, as I now muft be, Me-
thinks we live to be more and more {trangers,
and every year teaches you to live without me:

a To Mrs. B,
This
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