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my next, makeufe of real names inftead of fic-
titious ones, I am,
My Leord,
Your moft Affetionate, &c.

L'EF T ER=XXVIT:
Cirencefter,

IT 1s a truc faying, that misfortunes alone

prove one’s friendfhips ; they thow us net
only that of other people for us, but our own
for them. We hardly know ourfelyes any
otherwife. I feel my being forced to this Bath-
journey as a misfortune ; and to follow my
own welfare preferably to thofeI love, isindeed
4 new thing to me: my health has not ufually
got the better of my tendernefles and affeions.
I fet out with a heavy heart, wifhing I had
done this thing the laft feafon ; for every day
I defer it, the more I am in danger of that ac-
cident which I dread the moft, my Mother’s
death (efpecially fhould it happen while I am
away.) And another Refle&ion pains me, that
I'have never, fince I knew you, been {o long fe-
parated from you, as I now muft be, Me-
thinks we live to be more and more {trangers,
and every year teaches you to live without me:

a To Mrs. B,
This
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This abfence may, T fear, make my return lefs
welcome and lefs wanted to you, than once it
feem’d, even after but a fortnight. Time ought
not in reafon to diminifh friendfhip, when it
confirms the truth of it by experience.

The journey has a good deal diforder’d me,
notwithftanding my refting place at Lord Ba-
thurft’s. My Lord 1s too much for me, he
walks, and is in fpirits all day long ; 1 rejoice
to fee him fo. It is a right diftin&ion, that I
am happier in feeing my friends {o many de-
orees above me, be it in fortune, health, or
pleafures, than I can be in fharing either with
them: for in thefe fort of enjoyments I cannot
keep pace with them, any more than I can walk
with a ftronger man. I wonder to find I am
a companion for none but old men, and forget
titat I am not a young fellow myfelf. The
worft is, that reading and writing, which I have
fill the greateft relith for, are growing painful
to my eyes. But if I can preferve the good opi-
nion of one or two friends, to fuch a degree, as
to have their indulgence to my weaknefies; I
will not complain of life: And if I could
live to fee you confult your eafe and quiet, by
becoming independent on thofe who will never
help you to either, T doubt not of finding the
latter part of my life pleafanter than the former,
orprefent. My uneafinefies of body I can bear;
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my chief uneafinefs of mind is in your regard,
You have a temper that would make you eafy
and beloved (which is all the happinefs one needs
towifh in this world ) and content with moderate
things. All your point is not to lofe that tem-
per by facrificing yourfelf to others, out of a
miftaken tendernefs, which hurts you, and pro-
fits not them. And this you muft do foon, or it
will be too late: Habit will make it as hard for
you to live independent, as for L— to live out
of a Court.

"You muft excufe me for obﬂ-:rving what I

think any defeé in you : You grow too indo-
lent, and give things up too eafily: which
would be otherwife, when you found and felt
yourfelf your own: Spirits would come in, as
ill-ufage went out. While you live undera
kind of perpetual dejection and oppreffion, ne-
thing at all belongs to you, not your own Hu-
7047, nor your own Senfe.

You can’t conceive how much you would
find refolution rife, and chearfulnefs grow upon
~you, 1f you’d once try to live independent for
two or three months. I never think tenderly of
you but this comes acrofs me, and therefore ex-
cule my repeating it, for whenever I do not, I
diffiemble half that I think of you: Adieu, pray
write, and be particular about your health.
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