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hither. Be as much as you can with each
other : Be affur’d I love you both, and be far-
ther affur’d, that friendfhip will encreafe as I

live on.
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To Hucu Betuel, Elg.
July 12, 1723.

Afiure you unfeignedly any memorial of your

good-nature and friendlinefs is moft welcome
to me, who know thofe tenders of affection
from you are not like the common traffic of
compliments and profeflions, which moft peo-
ple only give that they may receive ; and Is at
belt a commerce of Vanity, if not of Falfe-
hood. I am happy in not immediately want-
ing the fort of good offices you offer : butif I
did want them, I thould not think myfelf un-
happy in receiving them at your hands : this
really is fome compliment, for 1 would rather
moft men did me a fmall injury, than a kind-
nefs. I know your humanity, and, allow me
to fay, I love and value you for it: >Tis a much
better ground of love and value, thanall the qua-
lities I fee the world fo fond of : They gene-
rally admire in the wrong place, and generally

moft admire the things they don’t comprehend,
or
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or the things they can never be the better for.
Very few can receive pleafure or advantage
from wit which they feldom tafte, or learning
which they feldom underftand: much lefs
from the quality, high birth, or fhining cir-
cumftances of thofe to whom they profefs ef-
teem, and who will always remember how
much they are their Inferiors. But Humanity
and {ociable virtues are what €very creature
wants every day, and ftill wants more the long-
er he lives, and moft the very moment he dies.
It 1s 11l travelling either in a ditch or on a terrass
we fhould walk in the common way, where
others are continually pafling on the fame level,
to make the journey of life fupportable by bear-
ing one another company in the fame circum-
ftances.—Let me know how I may convey over
the Odyfles for your amufement in your jour-
ney, that you may compare your own travels
with thofe of Ulyfles : I am fure yours are un-
dertaken upon a more difinterefted, and therefore
a more heroic motive, Far be the omen from
you, of returning as he did, alone, without fav-
ng a friend,

There is lately printed a book * wherein all
human virtue is reduced to one teft, that of

* Mr. Wollafton’s book [ fond of it, and that made the
of the Religion of Nature de- reading of it, and the talking
lineated, The Queen was | of it, fathionable. .

Truth,
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Truth, and branch’d out in every inftance of

| o

our duty to God and man. If you have no
feen it, you muft, and I will fend it together
with the Odyfley. 'T'he very women 1 cad 1t,
and pxctmd to be charm’d with that beauty
which they g;c werally think the leaft of. They
make as much ado about #7uth, fince this book

ear’d, as they did about bealth when Dr.
(,I]EVHC came out ; and will doubtlefs be as

con{hnt in the pu:fult of one, as of the other.
Adieu.
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To the {ame.

Aug. g, 1726.
Never am unmindful of thofe I think fo well
of as yourfelf; their number is not {o great
as to confound one’s memory. Nor ought you
to decline writing to me, upon an imagination,
that T am much employ’d by other people. For
tho’ my houfe is like the houfe of a Patriarch
of old, ftanding by the highway fide and re-
ceiving all travellers, neverthel lefs I feldom go
to bed without the refleGion, that one’s chief
bufinefs 1s to be really at lwome : and I agree
with you in your opinion of company, Sl
ments, and all the filly things which mankind
would
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