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fations, the greateft pleafure is to give and re-
ceive mutual Truft. It is by Belief and firm
Hope, that men are made happy in this life, as
well as in the other. My confidence in your
good opinion, and dependance upon that of
one or two more, is the chief cordial drop 1
tafte, amidft the Infipid, the Difagreeable, the
Cloying, or the Dead-fweet, which are the com-
mon draughts of life, Some pleafires are too
pert, aswell as others too flat, to be relith’d long:
and vivacity in fome cafes 1s worfe than dul-
1efs.  Therefore indeed for many years I have
not chofen my companions for any of the qua-
lities in fathion, but almoft intircly for that
which is the moft out-of-fathion, fincerity. Be-
fore I am aware of it, I am making your pane-
gyric, and perhaps my own too, for next to
pofleffing the beft of qualities is the efteeming
and diftinguithing thofe who poflefs it. T truly
love and value you, and {fo I ftop fhort.

g e v S G LR Do L R
To the Earl of PETERBOROW.
My LoRrp, Aug. 24, 1728.
Prefume you may before this time be re-
turned,  from the contemplation of many

Beauties, animal and vegetable, in Gardens;
and
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and poffibly fome ratiomal, in Ladies ; to the
better enjoyment of your own at Bevis-Mount.
I hope, and believe, all you have feen will on-
If contribute to it. I am not fo fond of mak-
ing compliments to Ladies as I was twenty
years ago, or I would fay there are fome very
reafonable, and one in particular there. I think
you happy, my Lord, in being at leaft half the
year almoft as much your own mafter as I am,
mine the whole year : and with all the difad-
vantageous incumbrances of quality, parts, and
?.1-1':11\;111, as meer a gardener, lmtu‘er, and la-
bourer, as he who never had Titles, or from
whom they are taken. I have an eye in the
laft of thefe glorious appellations to the ftyle of
a Lord degraded or attainted : methinks they
give him a l tter title than they deprive him of,
in calling him Labourer : Agricultura, fays
Tully, proxinia Sapienticee, which is more than
can be faid, by moft modern INobility, of Grace
or Right Honourable, which are often proxima
Stultitiee. 'The Great Turk, you know, is of-
ten a Gardener, or of a meaner trade : and are
there not (my Lorc } fome circumftances in
which you would refemble the Great Turk ?
The two Paradifes are not ill connefted, of
Gardens and Gallantry ; and fome there are
(not to name my Lord B.) who pretend they
P 2 are
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are both to be had, even in this life, without
turning Muflelmen.

We have as little politics here within a few
miles of the Court (nay perhaps at the Court)
as you at Southampton ; and our Minifters, I
dare fay, have lefs to do. Our weekly hifto-
ries are only full of the feafts given to the
Queen and Royal Family by their fervants, and
the long and laborious walks her majefty takes
every morning.  Yet if the graver Hiftorians
hereafter {hall be filent of this year’s events, the
amorous and anecdotical may make pofterity
fome amends, by being furnifhed with the gal-
lantries of the Great at home; and ’tis fome
comfort, that if the Men of the next age do
not read of us, the Women may.

From the time you have been abfent, I've
not been to wait on a certain great man, thro’
modefty, thro’ idlenefs, and thro’ refpect. But
for my comfort I fancy, that any great man will
as foon forget one that does him no harm, as
he can one that has done him any good. : Be-
lieve me, my Lord, yours,

LETITER
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