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rroM SEVERALPERSONS. 21§

L BSE T ER:. XXXV,

O U were in a very polemichumour when

you did me the honour to anfwer my
laft. I always underftoed, like a true contro-
vertift, that to anfwer is only to cavil and quar-
rel : however, I forgive you ; youdid it (as all
Polemics do) to thew your parts. Elfe was
it not very vexatious, to deny me to commend
two women at a time? It is true, my Lord;
you know women as well as men: but fince
you certainly love them better, why are you {o
uncharitable in your opinion of them ? Surely
one Lady may allow another to have the thing
the herfelf leaft values, Reafon, when Beauty
is uncontefted. Venus herfelf could allow Mi-
nerva to be Goddefs of Wit, when Paris gave
her the apple (as the fool herfelf thought) on
a better account. I do fay, that Lady P* is a
reafonable woman ; and, I think, the will not
take it amifs, if I thould infift upon efteeming
her, inftead of Toafting her, like a filly thing
I could name, who is the Venus of thefe days.
I fee you had forgot my letter, or would not let
her know how much I thought of her in this
reafonable way : but I have been kinder to you,
and have fhewn your letter to one who will
take it candidly.
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But, for God’s fake,what have you faid about
Politicians ? you made me a great compliment
in the truft you repofed in my prudence, or
what mifchief might not I have done you with
{ome that affe& that denomination? Your Lord-
thip might as fafely have fpoken of Heroes.
What a blufter would the God of the winds
have made, had one that we know puft’d againft
fHolus, or (like Xerxes) whipp’d the feas?
They had dialogued it in the language of the
Rehearfal,

I'll give bim flafb for flafb—
LUl give bim dafb for dafb —

But all now is fafe; the Poets are preparing
fongs of joy, and Halcyon-days are the word.
I hope, my Lord, it will not be long before
your dutiful affection brings you to town. 1
fear 1t will a little raife your envy to find all the
Mufes employed in celebrating a Royal-work ?,
which your own partiality will think inferior
to Bevis-Mount. But if you have any inclina-
tion to be even with them, you need but put
three or four Wits into any hole in your Gar-
den, and they will out-rhyme all Eaton and
Weftminfter. I think, Swift, Gay, and I
could undertake it, if you don’t think our
Heads too expenfive : but the fame hand that
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did the others, will do them as cheap. If all
elfe thould fail, you are fure at leaft of the
head, hand, and heart of your fervant.

Why fhould you fear any difagreeable news
to reach us at Mount Bevis? Do as I do even
within ten miles of London, let no news
whatever come near you. As to public af-
fiirs we never knew a deader feafon: ’tis all
filent, deep tranquillity. Indeed, they fay, ’tis
fometimes fo juft before an Earthquake. But
whatever happens, cannot we obferve the wife
neutrality of the Dutch, and let all about us fall
by the ears? Or if you, my Lord, fhould be
prick’d on by any old-fathion’d notions of Ho-
nour and Romance, and think it neceflary for
the General of the Marines to be in action,
when our Fleets are in motion ; meet them at
Spithead, and take me along with you. I de-
cline no danger where the glory of Great Bri-
tain is concern’d ; and will contribute to empty
the largeft bowl of punch that thall be rigg’d
out on fuch an occafion. Adieu, my Lord, and
may as many Yéars attend you, as may be hap-

py and honourable!
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