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218 LETTERS 10 AnD

LPETTER XXXVI
From the Farl of PeTerBoROW,
Y O U muft receive my letters with a juft

impartiality, and give grains of allowance
for a gloomy or rainy day; I fink grievoufly
with the weather-glafs, and am quite {piritlefs
when opprefs’d with the thoughts of a Birth-
day or a Return,

Dutiful affeCtion was bringing me to town,
but undutiful lazinefs, and being much out of
order, keep me in the country ; however, if
alive, I muft make my appearance at the Birth-
day. Where you thowed one letter you may
thew the other; fhe that never was wanting
in any good office in her power, will make 2
proper excufe, where a fin of Omiffion, I fear,
1s not reckoned as a venial fin.

I confent you fhall call me polemic, or af-
fociate me to any fect or Corperation, provid-
ed you do not join me to the Charitable Rogues
or to the Pacific Politicians of the prefent age.
I have read over * Barkley in vain, and find, af-
ter a {troke given on the left, I cannot offer the
right cheek for another blow : all I can bring
myfelf to, is to bear mortification from the Fair
fex with patience.

* Barkley’s apology for the Quakers. P,
You
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You feem to think it vexatious that I fhall
allow you but one woman at a time, either to
praife, orlove. If I difpute with you upon
this point, I doubt every jury will give a verdi&t
againft me. So, Sir, with a Mahometan indul-
gence, I allow you pluralities, the favourite
privilege of our church.

I find you do not mend upon corre@ion ;
again T tell you, you muft not think of women
in a reafonable way: you know we always
make Goddefles of thofe we adore upon earth;
and do not all the good men tell us, we muit
lay afide Reafon in what relates to the Deity ?

"Tis well the Poets are preparing fongs of
joy : ’tis well to lay in antidotes of foft rhyme,
againft the rough profe they may chance to
meet with at Weftminfter. I thould have been
glad of any thing of Swift’s: pray, when you
write to him next, tell him I expe& him with
impatience, in a place as odd and as much out
of the way, as himfelf. Yours.

LETTER XXXVIIL
From the fame.
WHenevcr you apply as a good Papift to

your female Mediatrix, you are fure of
fuccefs ; but there is not a full affurance of your
entire
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