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228 LET-TERS ToOXND

the Lord’sVineyard either very thinly furnith’d,
or very oddly trimm’d.

I have lately been with my Lord * who is
a zealous, yet a charitable Planter, and has fo
bad a Tafte, as to like all that is good. He has
a difpofition to wait on you in his way to the
Bath, and, if he can go and return to London
in eight orten days, I am not without a hope
of fecing your Lordfhip with the delight I al-
ways fee you. Every where I think of you,
and every where I with for you.

I am, &c.

L BT Eedte i XL

TONE =)

Sept. 2, 1732.

IAiTure you I am glad of your letter, and
have long wanted nothing but the permiffion
you now gwe me, to be plain and unreferved
upon this head. I wrote to you concerning it
long fince; but a friend of yours and mine was
of opinion, it was taking too much upon me,
and ‘more than I could be entitled to by the
mere merit of long acquaintance, and good
will, I have not a thing in my heart relating
to any friend, which I would not, in my own
nature,
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nature, declare to all mankind. 'The truth is
what you guefs ; I could not efteem your con-
dud&, to an object of mifery {fo near you as
Mrs. —, and I have often hinted it to your-
{elf : The truth is, I cannot yet efteem it for
any reafon I am able to fee. But this I pro-
mife, I acquit you as far as your own mind ac-
quits you. I have now no further caufe of
complaint, for the unhappy Lady gives me now
no farther pain ; fhe is no longer an object ei-
ther of yours or my compaffion ; the hardfhips
done her, are lodg’d in the hands of God, nor
has any man more to do in them, except the
perfons concern’d in occafioning them.

As for the interruption of our Correfpond-
énce, I am forry you feem to put the Teft of
my friendfhip upon that, becaufe it is what I
am difqualified from toward my other acquaint-
ance, with whom I cannot hold any frequent
commerce. I’ll name you the obiftacles which I
can’t {urmount : want of health, want of time,
want of good eyes; and one yet {tronger than
them all, I write not upon the terms of other
men. For however glad I might be, of exprefs-
ing my refpect, opening my mind, or venting my
concerns, to my private friends; Ihardly dare
while there are Curlls in the world. If you
pleafe to reflet either on the impertinence of
weak admirers, the malice of low enemies, the

Q_3 avarice
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avarice of mef'cenary Bookfellers, or the filly
curiofity of people in general ; you’ll confefs I
have fmall reafon to Im..a]gc correfpondencies :
in which too I want materials, as I live alto-
gether out of town, and have abftraéted my
mind (I hope) to better things than common
news, I w:fh ny friends mould fend me back
thofe forfeitures of my difcretion, commit to
my juftice what I trufted only to their indul-
gence, and return me at the year’s end thofe
trifling letters, which can be to them but a
hy mm[l.nu:ht but to me may prove a dif-

credit as ]uﬂu“ﬂ" and extenfive, as the aforefaid
w LH}_ admirers, mean LI]LITHCS, mercenary {crib=

lers, or curious fimpletons, can make it.

I come now to a partiu“'u you complain of,
my not an{wering your queftion about fome
Party-papers, and their authors. This indee
I could not tell you, becaufe I never was, or
will be privy to fuch papers: And if by ac-
cident, thro’ my acquaintance with any of
the writers, I had known a thing they con-
ceal’d ; I fhould certainly never be the Reporter
of it,

For my. waiting on you at your country-
houfe, I have often wifh’d it; it was my com-
pliance to a fuperior duty that hinder’d me,
and one which you are too good a Chriftian to

wifh
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wifth I fhould have broken, having never ven-
tur’d to leave my mother (Jt her great age) for
more than a-week, which is too littl fo; fuch
a journey.

Upon the whole, I muft acquit myflelf of
any act or tho ught, in luL]L"dlLL to the 1L0'11d I
owe you, as fo long and ob liging an acquaint-
ance and (_ontfpondmt. Iam fmc I have 2 LJI the
good wifhes for yuurﬂ:}f and your family, that
become 2 friend : There is no accident that can
happen to your advantage, and no action that
can redound to your credit, which I thould not
be ready to ext Lr] or to rejoice in. And there-
fore 1 befr you to be affured, I am 1in ciiﬂwoﬁ_
tion and wﬂ], tho’ not fo much as T w L,uH be
in teftimonies or Writing,

Yours, &c.

e ———— s

L BT E R X
To Mr. RiciarRDSON.

Jan. 12, 1732.

E Have at laft got my Mother fo well; as to
allow myiclf to be ‘abfent from her for three
days. As funday i1s one of them, I do not
know whether I may propofe to you to em-
Q 4 ploy
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