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Euthanafia. Living or dying, I thall always
be Yours, &c.

LETTER XLVIL

To Dr. ARBUTHNOT.

July 26, 1734

Thank you for your letter, which has all

loic genuine marks of 2 good mind by
which 1 have ever diftinguifh’d yours, and for
which T have fo long loved you. Our friend-
fhip has been confta nt becaufe it was ground-
ed on good principles, and therefore not only
uninterrupted by any Diftruft, but by any Va-
nity, much lefs any Intereft.

W hat you recommend to me with the {o-
lemnity of a Laft Requeft, fhall have its due
weight ﬂ-'ith me. i‘: at difdain and indigna-
tion Afmmn Vice, is (I thanl z God) the Uni»
difdain and indignation I ha- . It is fincere,
and it will be a lafting one. But fure it is as
impoffible to have a juft abhorrence of Vice,
without hating the Vicious, to bear a true
love for Virtue, without loving 1_9 Good. To
reform and not to chaftife, Iilm afraid, 1s im-
poffible; and that the seft Precepts, as well as
the beft Laws, would prove of fmall ufe, if
there were no .HKQI‘EH‘IL’S to inforce them. To
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attack Vices in the abflrac, without touching

Perfons, may be fafe fighting indeed, but it is

fiechtine with Shadows. General propofitions
o 5 F

L

are oblcure, mifty, and uncertain, compar’d
with plain, full, and home examples ;' Precepts
only apply to cur Reafon, which in moft men
is but weak : Examples are piGtures, and ftrike
the Senfes, nay raife the Paflions, and call in
thofe (the firongeft and moft general of all mo-
tives) to the aid of reformation. Every vici-
ous man makes the cafe his own; and that
is the only way by which fuch men can be af-
fected, much lefs deterr’d. So that to chaf-
tife 1s to reform. The only fign by which I
found my writings ever did any good, or had
any weight, has been that they rais’d the anger
of bad men. And my greateft comfort, and
encouragement to proceed, has been to fee, that
thofe who have no fthame, and no fear of any
thing elfe, have appear’d touch’d by my Satires.

As to your kind concern for my Safety, I
can guefs what occafions it at this time. Some
Characers* I have drawn are fuch, that if there
be any who deferve them, ’tis evidently a fer-
vice to mankind to point thofe men out ; yet
fuch as, if all the world gave them, none, I
think, will own they take to themfclves, But

* The Charallter of Sporus in the Epiftle to Dr, Ar-
buthnot.
if
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if they {hould, thofe of whom all the world
think in fuch a manner, muft be men I cannot
fear. Such in particular as have the meannefs to
do mifchiefs in the dark, have feldom the cou-
rage to juftify them in the face of day ; the ta-
lents that make a Cheat or a Whifperer, are
not the fame that qualify a man for an Lﬂu]fer;
and as to private wllam} , it is not fo fafe to join
in'an Affaflination, as in a Libel® I wlll

1 i

confult my fafety {o far as I think beco 1

U:I

ne
prudent man: but not fo far as to omit any
thing which 1 think becomes an honeft one.
As tw perfonal attacks beyond the law, every
man is liable to them : as for danger within
the law, I am not pmlty enough to fear any.
For the good opinion of all the world, 1 know

bl
« is.not to be had : for that of worthy men, 1
hope, I fhall not forfeit 1t - for that of the Great,

or t'ﬂ;}ii: in power, 1 may with I had it ; but if
thro’ mifreprefentations  (too common about

E \
perfons in that ftati on) I have it not, I {hall be
forry, but not miferable in the want of it.

It is certain, much freer Satirifts than 1, have
enjoy’d the encouragement and proteétion of

pr
ed.

the Princes under whom they lived. Auguftus
T 15 el atis v

Hl'id Ma=xcenas maae & '31 their com 1_'1111]&_}1-]

though he had been in arms on the fide of

v See the following Letter to a noble Lord.

R 2 Brutus;
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Bratus ; and, allow me to remark, it was out of
the fuffering Party too, that they favour’d and
diftinguifh’d Virgil. You will not fufpe& me
of comparing myfelf with Virgil and Horace,
nor even with another Court-favourite, Boi-
leau¢, T have always been too modeft to ima-
gine my Panegyrics were Incenfe worthy of a
Court ; and that, I hope,will be thought the true
reafon why I have never offer’d any. I would
only have obferv’d, that it was under the great-
eft Princes and beft Minifters, that moral Sa-
tirifts were moft encouraged ; and that then
Poets exercifed the fame jurifdiction over the
Follies, as Hiftorians did over theVices of men.
It may alfo be worth confidering, whether Au-
ouftus himfelf makes the greater figure, in the
writings of the former, or of the latter ? and
whether Nero and Domitian do not appear as

[ .

ridiculous for their falfe Tafte and Affectation,

in Perfius and Juvenal, as odious for their bad
Government in Tacitus and Suetonius? In the
firft of thefe reigns it was, that Horace was pro-
teCted and carefs’d ; and in the latter that Lu-
can was put to death, and Juvenal banifh’d.

I would not have {2id {fo much, but to thew
youmy whole heart on this fubject ; and to con-
vinceyou, I am deliberately bent to perform that

¢ See Letter cir1. to Mr. Warburton.

I Requeft



\ ¥ PTS B AN
FRO M oL y N Ly

Requeft which you make your laft to me, and

o

to perform it with Temper, Juftice, and Refo-
lution. As your Approbation (being the tefti-
mony of a found lu:z d and an honeft heart)
does g ty confirm me herein, 1 with you

may 1we to fee the effe@ it may hereafter nave
upon me, In fomething more deferving of that
approbation. But if it be the Will of God,
(which, Tknow,will alfo be yours) that wemuit
feparate, 1 hope 't will he better for You than
it can be for me. You are ﬂ ter to live, or to
die, than any man I know. Adicu, my dear
friend ! and may God pz{eic've vour life eafy, or

make you r de: ath hqp

3 TThis excellent perfon died Feb. 27, 173475+
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