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PUBLISHER,

Occafioned by the firft corret

Edition of the DUNCI A D.

T is with pleafure I hear, that you have pro-

cured a corre& copy of the Dunciap, which

the many furreptitious ones have rendered fo
neceflary ; and it is yet with more, that I am in-
formed it will be attended with 2 CoMMENT AR Y :
A Work fo requifite, that I cannot think the Au-
thor himfelf would have omitted it, had he ap-
proved of the firft appearance of this Poem.

Such Notes as have occurred to me I herewith
fend you : - You will oblige me by inferting them
amongft thofe which are, or will be, tran{mitted
to you by others; fince not only the Author’s
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friends, but even ftrangers, appear engaged by hu-
manity, to take fome care of an Orphan of fo
much genius and fpirit, which its parent feems to
have abandoned from the very beginning, and fuf-
fered to ftep into the world naked, unguarded, and
unattended.

It was upon reading fome of the abufive papers
lately publifhed, that my great regard to a Perfon,
whofe Friendthip I efteem as one of the chief hov-
nours of my life, and a much greater refpett to
Truth, than to him or any man l?'\’ino', engaged
me in enquiries, of which the inclofed Notes are
the fruit.

I perceived, that moft of thefe Authors had
been (doubtlefs very wifely) the firft aggrefiors.
They had tried, ’till they were weary, What was
to be got by railing at each other : Nobody was
either concerned or {urprized, if this or that fcri-
bler was proved a dunce. But every one was cu-
rious to read what could be faid to prove Mr. Porg
one, and was ready to pay fomething for fuch a
difcovery : A ftratagem, which would they fairly
own, 1t might not only reconcile them to me, but
fereen them from the refentment of their lawful
Superiors, whom they daily abufe, only (as I cha-
ritably hope) to get that &y them, which they can-
not get from them,

I found this was not all : TlI fuccefs in that had
tranfported them to Perfonal abufe, either of him-
{elf, or (what I think he could lefs forgive) of his
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Friends. They had called Men of virtue and ho-
nour bad Men, long before he had either leifure or
inclination to call them bad Writers : And fome had
been fuch old offenders, that he had quite forgot-
ten their perfons as well as their flanders, ’till they
were pleafed to revive them.

Now what had Mr. Pore done before, to in-
cenfe them? He had publithed thofe works which
are in the hands of every body, in which not the
leaft mention is made of any of them. And what
has he done fince? He has laughed, and written
the Dunciap. What has that faid of them? A
very {erious truth, which the public had faid be-
fore, that they were dull : And what it had no
fooner faid, but they themfelves were at great pains
to procure, or even purchafe room in the prints,
to teftify under their hands to the truth of it.

I thould ftill have been filent, if either I had feen
any inclination in my friend to be ferious with fuch
accufers, or if they had only meddled with hisWirit-
ings; fince whoever publithes, puts himfelf on his
trial by his Country. But when his Moral cha-
rater was attacked, and in a manner from which
neither truth nor virtue can fecure the moft inno-
cent, in a manner, which, though it annihilates
the credit of the accufation with the juft and im-
partial, yet aggravates very much the guilt of the
accufers ; I mean by Authors without names ; then
I thought, fince the danger was common to all,
the concern ought to be fo; and that it was an a&
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k | of juftice to dete&t the Authors, not only on this
| | account, but as many of them are the fame who
for feveral years paft have made free with the great-
et names in Church and State, expofed to the
world the private misfortunes of Famulies, abufed
all, even to Women, and whofe proftituted papers
(for one or other Party, in the unhappy divifions
of their Country) have infulted the Fallen, the
Friendlefs, the Exil’d; and the Dead.

Befides this, which I take to be a public con-
cern, I have already confeflfed I had a private one.
I am one of that number who have long loved
and efteemed Mr. PorE ; and had often declared 1t
was not his capacity or writings (which we ever
thought the leaft valuable part of his character)
but the honeft, open, and beneficent man, that we
| moft efteemed, and loved in him. Now, if what
' thefe people fay were believed, I muft appear to
' all my friends either a fool, or a knave ; either 1im-
pofed on myfelf, or impofing on them ; fo that I
am as much interefted in the confutation of thefe
calumnies, as he is himfelf.

T am no Author, and confequently not to be
| {ufpected either of jealoufy or refentment againft
i any of the Men, of whom {carce one 1s known to
me by fight; and as for their Writings, I have
il | fought them (on this one occafion) invain, in the
i clofets and libraries of all my acquaintance. I had
| ftill been. in the dark, if a Gentleman had not

g v |
B i procured me (I fuppefe from fome of themf{elves,
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for they are generally much more dangerous friends
than enemies) the paffages I fend you, I {olemn-
ly proteft I have added nothing to the malice or
abfurdity of them ; which it behoves me to de-
clare, fince the vouchers themfelves will be {o {eon
and fo irrecoverably loft. You may in fome mea-
{ure prevent it, by preferving at leaft their Titles”,
and difcovering (as far as you can depend on the
truth of your uuurmatwn) the Names of the con-
cealed authors.

The firft objeétion I have heard made to the
Poem is, that the perfons are too cbfcure for fatire,
The perfons themfelves, rather than allow the
obje&tion, would forgive the fatire; and if one
could be tempted to afford it a ferious anfwer, were
not all affaffinates, popular infurrections, the in-
folence of the rabble without doors, and of domef-
tics within, moft wrongfully chaftifed, if the Mean-
nefs of offenders indemnified them from punifh-
ment ? On the contrary, Obfcurity renders them
more dangerous, as lefs thought of : Law can pro-
nounce judgment only on open fats ; Morality a-
lone can pafs cenfure on intentions of mifchief ; {o
that for fecret calumny, or the arrow flying in the
dark, there is no pubiic punifhment left, but what
a good Writer inflicts.

T!]t: next objection is, that thefe fort of : snthots
are poor, 'That might be pleaded as an excufe at

* 'Which we have donein a Lift printed in the Appendix.
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the Old Baily, for leffer crimes than Defamadtion,
(for ’tis the cafe of almoft all who are tried there)
but fure it can be none: For who will pretend that
the robbing another of his Reputation fupplies the
want of it in himfelf? I queftion not but fuch au-
thors are poor, and heartily with the objection were
removed by any honeft livelihood. But Poverty is
here the accident, not the fubjet: He who de-
icribes Malice and Villany to be pale and meagre,
exprefles not the leaft anger againft Palenefs or
Leannefs, but againft Malice and Villany. The
Apothecary in Romeo and Juliet is poor ; but is
he therefore juftified in vending poifon ? Not but
Poverty itfelf becomes a juft {ubject of fatire, when
3t is the confequence of vice, prodigality, or neg-
le&t of one’s lawful calling ; for then it increafes
the public burden, fills the ftreets and highways
with Robbers, and the garrets with Clippers,
Coiners, and Weekly Journalifts,

But admitting that two or three of thefe offend lefs
1 their morals, than in their writings; muft Poverty
make nonfenfe facred ? If fo, the fame of bad au-
thors would be much better confulted than that of
all the good ones in the world ; and not one of an
hundred had ever been called by his right name.

They miftake the whole matter: It is not cha-
rity to encourage them in the way they follow,
but to get them out of it ; for men are not bung-
lers becaufe they are poor, but they are poor be-
caufe they are bunglers,

I
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Is it not pleafant enough, to hear our authors
crying out on the one hand, as if their perfons and
charaéters were too facred for Satire ; and the pub-
lic objecting on the other, that they are too mean
even for Ridicule? But whether Bread or Fame be
their end, it muft be allowed, our author, by and
in this Poem, has mercifully given them a little
of both,

There are two or three, who by their rank and
fortune have no benefit from the former objec-
tions, fuppofing them good, and thefe I was forry
to fee in fuch company. But if, without any pro-
vocation, two or three Gentlemen will fall upon
one, in an affair wherein his intereft and reputa-
tion are equally embarked ; they cannot certainly,
after they have been content to print them{clves his
enemies, complain of being put into the number
of them.,

Others, I am told, pretend to have been once
his Friends.  Surely they are their enemies who
fay fo, fince nothing can be more odious than to
treat a friend as they have done. But of this T can-
not perfuade myfelf, when I confider the conftant
and eternal averfion of all bad writers to a good
one.

Such as claim a merit from being his Admirers
I would gladly afk, if it lays him under a perfo-
nal obligation ? At that rate he would be the moft
obliged humble fervant in the world. I dare {wear
for thefe in particular, he never defired them to be his
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admirers, nor promifed in return to be theirs: That
had truly been a fign he was of their acquaintance;;
but would not the malicious world have fufpected
fuch an approbation of fome motive worfe than
ignorance, in the author of the Effay on Criticifm ?
Be it as it will, the reafons of their Admiration and
of his Contempt are equally fubfifting, for hisworks
and theirs are the very fame that they were.

One, therefore, of their affertions I believe may
be true, ¢ That he has a contempt for their writ-
¢ ings.” And there is another, which would pro-
bably be fooner allowed by himfelf than by any good
judge befide, < That his own have found too much
¢ fuceefs with the public.”” But as it cannot con-
fift with his modefty to claim this as a jufhice, it
lies not on him, but entirely on the public, to de-
fend its own judgment.

There remains what in my opinion might feem
a better plea for thefe people, thanany they have
made ufe of. If Obfcurity or Poverty were to ex-
empt a2 man from fatire, much more fthould Folly
or Dulnefs, which are ftill more involuntary ; nay,
as much fo as perfonal Deformity. But even this
will not help them : Deformity becomes an object
of Ridicule when a man fets up for being hand-
fome ; and fo muit Dulnefs when he fets up for
a Wit. They are not ridiculed becaufe Ridicule
in itfelf is, or-ought to be, a pleafure ; but becaufe
it is juft to undeceive and vindicate the honeft and
unpretending part of mankind from impofition, be-




TO THE PUBLISHER. x1

caufe partlcular intereft ought to yield to general,
and a great number who are not mturall} Fools,
ought never to be made fo, in complaifance to a
few who are. Accordingly we find that in all
ages, all vain pretenders, were they ever {o poor
or ever {o dull, have been conftantly the topics of
the moft candid fatirifts, from the Codrus of Ju-
vENAL to the Damon of BoiLeav.

Having mentioned BoiLeAv, the greateft P«
and moft judicious Critic of hlf : and country,
admirable for his Talents, and yet perhaps more
admirable for his Judgment in the proper ap.ﬂ,ﬂ-hm-
tion of them; I cannot help remarking the re-
femblance betwixt him and our author, in Quali-
ties, Fame, and Fortune ; in the diftinctions thewn
them by their Superiors, in ‘the general efteem of
their Equals, and in their extended reputation a-
mong{t Foreigners ; in the latter of which ours has
met with the bstufzi fate, as he has had for his
Tranflators perfons of the moft eminent rank and
abilities in their refpective nations °.  But the re-
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* Effay on Crititifm, in
French verfe, by General Ha-
milton ; the {ame, in verfe al-
fo, by Monfieur Roboton,
Counfellor and Privy ‘%crrtt:u'y
to King (JLGT?C I. after by the
Abbé KL.*nfl, in verfey, with
notes ]i'w:, of the Lock, in
French, 1:3 the Princefs of Con-
ti, !.‘Il‘- 1728. and in Italian
verfe, by the Abbé Conti, a
Noble Venetian; and by the

Marquis Rangoni, Envoy Ex-
traordinary from Modena to
King George II. Others of his
works l“» Salvini of I'lorence,
&c. His Effays and Differta-
tions on Homer, feveral times
tranflated in French. Effay on
Man, by the Abbé Reynel, in

-verfe ; by Monfieur Silhouet,

in profe, 1737. and fince by
others in French, ltalian, and

Latin.
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femblance holds in nothing more, than in their
being equally abufed by the ignorant pretenders to
Poetry of thieir times ; of which not the leaft me-
mory will remain but in their own Writings, and
in the Notes made upon them. What BorLeau
has done in almoft all his poems, our author has
only in this : I dare anfwer for him he will do it
in no more ; and on this principle, of attacking
few but who had flandered him, he could not have
done it at all; had he been confined from cenfuring
obfcure and worthle(s perfons, for fcarce any other
were his enemies. However, as the parity is fo
remarkable, I hope it will continue to the laft ;
and if ever he fhall give us an edition of this Poem
himfelf, I may fee fome of them treated as gently,
on their repentance or better merit, as Perrault
and Quinault were at laft by Boireau.,

In one point I muft be allowed to think the cha-
racter of our Englifth Poet the more amiable. He
has not been a follower of Fortune or Succefs ; he
has lived with the Great without flattery ; been a
friend to Men in power, without penfions, from
whom, as he afked, {o he received no favour,
but what was‘done Him in his Friends. As his
Satires were the more juft for being delayed, fo
were his Panegyrics ; beftowed only on fuch per-
{ons as he had familiarly known, only for fuch
virtues as he had long obferved in them, and only
at fuch times as others ceafe to praife; if not begin
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to calumniate them, I mean when out of power
or out of fathion®, A fatire, therefore, on writers
fo notorious for the contrary practice, became no
man {o well as himfelf ; as none, it is plain, was
fo little in their friendfhips, or fo much in that of
thofe whom they had moft abufed, namely the
Greateft and Beft of all Parties. Let me add a
further reafon, that, though engaged in their
Friendfhips, he never efpoufed their Animofities ;
and can almoft fingly challenge this honour, not
to have written a line of any man, which, through
Guilt, through Shame, or through Fear, throuwx
variety of Fortune, or change of Interefts, he was
ever unwxllmg to own.

I fhall conclude with remarking what a plea-
fure it muft be to every reader of Humanity, to
fee all along, that our Author in his very laughter
18 not 111dulorm<r his own ill-nature, but only pu-
nifhing that of uthuﬂ As to his Poem, thofe a-
lone are capable of doing it juftice, who to ufe
the words of a great writer, know how hard it is
(with regard both to his fubject and his manner)
VETUSTIS DARE NOVITATEM, OBSOLETIS Ni-

© As Mr, Wycherly, at the I lingbroke, at his leaving E ng-
time the Town declaimed a- | land after the Queen’s dLm]
gainft his book of Poems; ‘ Lord Oxford in his laft cLUmc
Mr. Walfh, after his death; | of life ; Mr. Secret tary Craggs,
Sir William Trumbull, when 1 at thc end of the South-Sea
yea and after his death:
d Be- ! Others o nly in Epitaphs,

he bad refigned the (:1 ice of

R L .- L..
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X1V A LETTER, &e.

TOREM,

TiAM. Iam

OBSCURIS LUCEM,

FASTIDITIS GRA-

Your moft humble fervant,

St. James’s
Dec. 2z, 1728,

4 This Gentleman was of
Scotland, and bred at .the Uni-
verfity of Utrecht, with the
Far]l of Mar. He ferved in
Spain under Earl Rivers. Af-
ter the Peace, he was made
ene of the Commiffioners of
the Cuftoms in Scotland, and
then of Taxes in England, in
which having fhewn himfelf

for twenty years diligent, punc-

tual, and incorruptible, though

without any other affiftance of

Fortune ; he was fuddenly dif-
3 o

ol
Witriam CLELAND.

placed by the Minifter in the
fixty eighth year of his age;
and died two months aftery in
1741. He was a perfon of
Univerfal Learning, and an
enlarged Converfation ; no
man had a warmer heart for
his Friend, or a fincerer attach-
ment to the Conftitution of his
Country. — And yet, for all
this, the Public will not allow
him to be the Author of this
Letter.
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