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B O Sl o

% H E Mighty Mother, and her Son, who brings
e _ The Smithficld Mufes to the ear of Kings,

VARIATIONS.
VER. 1. The Mighty Mother, &c. in the firft Edd. it was thus,
Books and the Man I fing, the firft who brings
The Smithfield Mufes to the Ear of Kings.
day, great Patricians | fince yourfelves mfplre
I'hefe wond’rous works (fo Jove and Fate require)
Say, for what caufe, in vain decry’d and curft,
Qe

P AL —

IMITATIONS.
Say, great Patricians I fince yourfelves. infpire
L hele waondrows wWorks
7

(nam was mutaftis & 1llas. ) Ovid. Met. 1.

a LXii a‘;r.'.*;;-r:':'

REMARKS.

THE Duncrap.] It is an inconvenience, to which Writers
of reputation are fubje&t, that the Juftice of their refentment
is not always rightly underftood. - For the calumnies of dull
g Authors being foon forgotten, and thofe whom they aimed
to injure, not caring to' recall to memory the pdnicul‘u&. of
falfe and fcandalous abufe, their nucﬂa:y correction is fufpeét-

ed of feverity unprovoked.  But, in this cafe, it would be but
i candid to eftimate the ¢l 1ai}1ic=nﬂnt on tnu general Character of
the offender, compared with that of t e Perfon i lﬂJLlI ed. Let
this ferve with the candid R:.adu, in juftification of the Poet 3
and, on occafton, of the Editor. W’.

The Duwncrap, hic M3, It may well be difputed whether
this be a right reading : Ought it not rather to be fpelled Durn-
! ceiad, 25 the Etymc :;'Jg*, cmae:t;} demands? Dunce with an ¢,
" i’i'l".”l'f'_'il-'..-EL_ Duncerad with an e, That accurate and punétual
:-’f'm of Letters, the Reftorer of Shakefpeare, conftantly ob-
ferves the prefervation of this very Letter ¢, in Ipellmg the
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66 TEBE-DUNCIAD Book 1.

I fing. Say you,- her inftruments the Great !
Call’d to this work by Dulnefs, Jove, and Fate

REMARK .

Name of his beloved Author, and not like his common carelefs
Editors, with the omiffion of one, nay fometimes of two ¢¢'sy
(as Shakfpear) which is utterly unpardonable. <¢¢ Nor is the
‘¢ neglect of a Single Letter fo trivial as to fome it may appear ;
¢¢ the alteration whereof in a learned language is an Atchieve-
¢ ment that brings honour to the Critic who advances it; and
¢ Dr. Bentley will be remembered to pofterity for his perform-
“¢ ances of this fort, as long as the world fhall have any efteem
¢ for the remains of Menander and Philemon.” THE0OBALD:
This is furely a flip in the learned author of the foregoing
note 3 there having been fince produced by an accurate Anti-
quary, an Autograph of Shak[peare himfelf, whereby it appears
that he fpelled his own name without the firft e, And upon
this authority it was, that thofe moft Critical Curators of his
Monument in Weftminfter Abby erafed the former wrong read-
ing, and reftored the true {pelling on a new piece of old Egyp-
tian Granite. Nor for this only do they deferve our thanks,
but for exhibiting on the-fame Monument the firft Specimen of
an FEdition of an author in Marble ; where (as may be feen on
comparing the Tomb with the Book) in the fpace of five linesy
two Words and a whole Verfe are changed, and it is to be
hoped will there ftand, and outlaft whatever hath been hither-
to done in Paper ; as for the future, our Learned Sifter Univer-
fity (the other Eye of England) is taking care to perpetuate a
Total new Shake[pear, at the Clarendon prefs. BENTL.
It is to be noted, that this great Critic alfo has omitted one
circumftance ; which is, that the Infcription with the Name of
Shakfpeare was intended to be placed on the Marble Scroll to
which he points with his hand ; inftead of which itis now placed
behind his back, and that Specimen of an Edition is put on the
Scroll, which indeed Shakfpeare hath great reafon to point at.
ANON.
"Though I have as juft a value for the letter £, as any Gram-
marian living, and the fame affection for the Name of this Poem
as any Critic for that of his Author; yet cannot it induce me




Boockl. THE DUNCIAD. 67

You by whofe care, in vain decry’d and curft, s
Still Dunce the fecond reigns like Dunce the firft

»
Remarks.

to agree with thofe who would add yet another ¢ to it, and call
it the Dunceiade; which being a French and foreign termi-
nation, is no way proper to a word entirely Englith, and ver-
nacular, One ¢ therefore in this cafe is right, and two ¢'s wrong,
Yet upon the whole I fhall follow the Manufcript, and print it
without any ¢ at all; moved thereto by Authority (at all times,
with Critics, equal, if not fuperior to Reafon.) In which me-
thod of proceeding, I can never enough praife my good friend,
the exaét Mr. Tho. Hearne ; who, if any word occur, which
to him and all mankind is evidently wrong, yet keeps he it in
the Text with due reverence, and only remarks in the Margin
fic M8. In like manner we fhall not amend this error in the
Titleitfelf, but only note it obiter, to evince to the learned that
it was not our fault, nor any effet of our ignorance or inat-
tention. SCRIBLERUS.

"This Poem was written in the year 1726. In the next year
an imperfect Edition was publifhed at Dublin, and reprinted at
London in twelves ; another at Dublin, and another at London
in octavo; and three others in twelves the fame year. Butthere
was no perfect Edition before that of London in quarto ; which
was attended with Notes, We are willing to acquaint Pofterity,
that this Poem was prefented to King George the Sccond and
his Queen by the hands of Sir Robert Walpole, on the 12 of
March, 1728-9. ' ScHoLr, Ver.

It was exprefly confefled in the Preface to the firft edition,
that this poem was not publithed by the Author himfelf,” Tt
was printed originally in 2 foreign Country. And what fe-
reign Country? Why, one notorious for blunders ; whers

IMiTATIONS,

VER. 6. Alluding to a verfe of Mr. Dryden, not in Mac
Fleckno (as is faid ignorantly in the Key to the Dunciad, p. I.)
but in his verfes to Mr. Congreve,

And Tom the fecond reigns like Tom the Sirfls
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68 THE DUNCIAD. Bookl
Say, how the Goddefs bade Britannia {leep,
And pour’d her Spirit o’er the land and deep.

ReEMARKS.

1

finding blanks only inftead of proper names, thefe blunderers
filled them up at their plealure.

The very Hero of the Poem hath been miftaken to this hour
fo that we are obliged to open our INotes with a d lifcovery 1»110
he re: 1"\' was. We learn from the former Editor ; 2 that this
Piece was pr({cnt{.d by the Hands of Sir Robert Walpole to King
(i—eurgu H. Now the author direftly tells us, s Hero is the

Man

The Smithfield Mufes to
And it is notorious who was the perfon on whom this Prince
conferred t]nf* honour of the Laur:l.

It \ppears as pl m,Ty from the Apo/fl
';:"L., that Tibbald could not 1" the perfon, who was never
thor in fafhion, or carefled by the Great ; whereas this

characteriftic is fufficient to point out the true Hero;
above all other Poets of his time, was the Peculiar De-
bt and Chofen Companizn of the Nob 11 y of England; and
wrote, as he himfelf tells us, certain of his Works at fhc carne
e/t Defire of Perfens of Duality.

Laftly, ;I he 11:{"1 verfe affords full proof; this Poet being the
only one who was univerfally known to have had a §on fo ex-
c.-x.H}-' like him, in his poet:c‘u, theatrical, political, and moral
Capacitics, that it could juitly be faid of him

Still Dunce the fecond reign’d like Dunce the fir/f. BENTL.

VER. 1. The Mighty Mother, and ber Seon, &e.] The Reader
ought here to be cautioned, that the Mother, and not the Son,
is the principal Agent of this Poem : The latter of them is on=
ly chofen as her (,mluruc (as was anciently the cuftom in Rome
before fome great P_:xpm‘umn:] the main a&ion of the Poem be-

ing by no means the Coronation of the Laureate, which is per-
formed in the very firft book, but the Reftoration of the Em-
piré of Dulnefs in Britain, ‘which is not accomplifhed till the
laft. Ww.

Ibid.—ber Son whe f','r:'"w,-*, &2¢,] Wonderful is the ftupidity of

all the former Critics and Commentators on this work ! It breaks
1

he ear of Kings,
o (=]

reple to the Gyeagt.in the




Heell. THE DUNCGIAD. 69

In eldeft time, €’er mortals writ or read,

E’er Pallas iff’d from the Thund’rer’s head, 10

REmarks.

forth at the very firft line. The author of the Critique prefixed
to Sawney, a Poem, p. 5. hath been fo dull as to explain zhe
Man who brings, &c. not of the hero of the piece, but of our
Poet himfelf, as if he vaunted that Kings were to be his readers;
an honours which though this Poem hath had, yet knoweth he
how to receive it with more modefty.

We remit this Ignorant to the firft lines of the Zneid, affur-
ing him that Virgil there fpeaketh not of himfelf, but of -Z-
feqas >

Arma virumgue cano, Troje qui primus ab oris
ltaliam, fato profugus, Lavinaque wvenit
Littora : multum ille et terris jaclatus et alto, &'c.

I cite the whole three verfes, that I may by the way offer a
Conjediural Emendation, purely my own, upon each: Firft, orir
thould be read aris, it being, as we fee 4n.ii. §13. from the
altar of Fupiter Herceus that Aneas fled as foon as he faw
Priam flain. In the fecond line I would read flatu for fato,
fince it is moft clear it was by #inds that he arrived at the fhore
of Italy. Factatus, in the third, is furely as improperly appli-
ed to terris, as proper to alto; to fay a man is toff on land, is
much at one with faying he walks at fea : Rifum teneatis, amici @
Correct it, as I doubt not it ought to be, vexatus.
SCRIBLERUS.
VER. 2. The Smithfield Mufes] Smithfield is the place where
Bartholomew. Fair was kept, whofe fhews, machines, and dra-
matical entertainments, formerly agreeable only to the tafte of
the Rabble, were, by the Hero of this poem and others of equal
genius, brought to the Theatres of Covent-garden, Lincolnss
inn-fields, and the Hay-market, to be the reigning pleafures
of the Court and Town. This happened in the Reigns of King
George I, and II. See Book iii.
VER. 4. By Dulnefls, Fovey and Fate:] i. e. By their Fudg-
ments, their Interefls, and their Inclinations. W.
VER. 7. Say bow the Goddefs ¢&5c.] The Poet ventureth to
fing the Aiom of the Goddefs: but the Pafion the imprefleth
on her illuftrious Votaries, he thinketh canbe only told by thems
fclves, SCRIBL, W,
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70 THE DUNCIAD. Bookl,

Dulnefs o’er all poffefs’d her ancient right,
Daughter of Chaos and eternal Night :

Fate in their dotage this fair Ideot gave,

Grofs as her fire, and as her mother grave,
Laborious, heavy, bufy, bold, and blind, 15
She rul’d, in native Anarchy, the mind,

REMARKS

VER. 12. Daughter of Chaos &¢.] The beauty of this whole
Allegory being purely of the poetical kind, we think it not our
proper bufinefs, as a Scholiaft, to meddle with it: But leave it
(2s we {hall in general all fuch) to the reader; remarking only
that Chaos (according to Hefiod’s ®coyovia:) was the Progenitor
of all the Gods. SCRIBLERUS.

VER. 15. Laborious, beavy, bufy, bold, &'c;] 1 wonder the
Jearned Scriblerus has omitted to advertife the Reader, at the
opening of this Poem, that Dulnefs here is not be taken con-
trattedly for mere Stupidity, but in the enlarged fenfe of the
word, for all Slownefs of Apprehenfion, fhortnefs of Sight, or
imperfect Senfe of things. Itincludes (as we fee by the Poet’s
own words) Labour, Induftry, and fome degree of Activity and
Boldnefs : a ruling principle not inert, but turning topfy- turvy
the Underftanding, and inducing an Anarchy or confufed State
of Mind. This remark ought to be carried along with the
reader throughout the work ; and without this caution he will
be apt to miftake the Importance of many of the Charalters,
as‘'well as of the Defign of the Poet. Hence it is, that fome have
complained he chufes too mean a fubje&t, and imagined he em-
ploys himfelf, like Domitian, in killing flies; whereas thofe
who have the true key will find he fports with nobler quarry,
and embraces a larger compafs ; or (as one faith, on a like oc-
cafion)

WAl fee his Wark, like Facok's ladder, vife,
Its fost in dirt, its head amid the fkies. BENTL.

VER. 16. Sherul'd, in native Anarchy, the mind] The na
trve Anarchy of the mind is that ftate which precedes the time
of Reafon’s afluming the rule of the Paffions. But in that flates
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Still her old Empire to reftore {he tries,
For, born a Goddefs, Dulnefs never dies.

O Thou! whatever title pleafe thine ear,
Dean, Drapier, Bickerftaft, or Gulliver ! 20
Whether thou chufe Cervantes’ ferious air,

Or laugh and fhake in Rab’lais® eafy chair,

VARIATIONS,
After VER. 22. in the MS,
Or in the graver Gown inftruct mankind,
Or filent let thy morals tell thy mind.

But this was to be underftood, as the Poet fays, sronice, like
¥ ] b ]
the 23° Verle. :

ReM ARKS,

the uncontroiled violence of the Paffions would foon bring things
to confufion, were it not for the intervention of DULNEss.in this
abfence of Reafon ; who, though fhe cannot regulate thém like
Reafon, yet blunts and deadens theu\"wour and, m«lced produces
fome of the good effects of it : Hence it is tlnt Dzdneﬁ has often
the appearance of Reafon. This is the only good fhe everdid ;
and the Poet takes particular care to tell it in the very intro-
duftion of his Poem. It is to be obferved indeed, that this“is
fpoken of the univerfal rule of Dulnefs in ancient days, but we
may form an idea -of it from her partial Government in later
times. W.

VER. 1%. 8till her old Empire to reffore] This Reftoraticn
makes the Completion of the Poem. /ide Book iv.

VER. 20, — Dmpm, Bickerjlaff, or Gulliver !] The feve-
ral names and charaéters he affumed in his ludicrous, his {pleene-
tic, or his party-writings ; which take in all his works.

VER. 23, — laugh mm" fhake in Rab’lais’ r.:_f:,- chair,] The
imagery is exquifite; and the equivoque in the laft words,
gives a peculiar elecance to the whole expreffion. The mfy
chair fuits his age : Rab’lais’ chair marks his charaer : and he
fills and pofefles it as the heir and f{ucceffor of that original ge-
nius. W.

E 2
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f
Or praife the Court, or magnify Mankind,

Or thy griev’d Country’s copper chains unbind
From'thy Beeotia tho’ her Pow’r retires, 2%
Mourn not,my SwirT, at ought our Realm acquires.

Here pleas’d behold her mighty wings out-{pread

To hatch a new Saturnian age of Lead,
Clofe to thofe walls where Folly holds her throne,

And laughs to think Monroe would take her down,

VARIATIONS.
VER.29. Clofe to thofe walls &c.] In the former Edd. thys,
Where wave the tatter’d enfigns of Rag-fair,
A yawning ruin hangs and nods in air ;
Keen hollow winds how! thro’ the bleak recefs,
Emblem of Mufic caus’d by Emptinefs ;
Here in one bed two fhiv’ring Sifters lie,
The Cave of Poverty and Poetry.

Var, Where wave the tatter’d enfigns of Rag-fair,] Rag-fair is
a place near the Tower of London, where old cloaths and frippery
are fold.

Var. 4 yawning ruin hangs and nods in aiy ;——s

Here in one Bed two Jov’ring Sifters lig,

Te Cave of Poverty and Poetry. ]
Hear upon this place the forecited Critic on the Dunciad.
¢¢ Thefe lines (faith he) have no conftruétion, or are nonfenfe.
¢¢ The two fhiyering Sifters muft be the fifter-caves of Poverty
¢ and Poetry, or the bed and cave of Poverty and Poetry muit
““ be the fame, [queftionlefs, if they lie in one bed] and the two
s¢ Sifters the lord knows who!” O the conftruéion of gram-
matical heads | Virgil writeth thus: £, i,

Frome fub adver[a [copulis pendentibus antram :




Bookl. THE DUNCIAD. 23
Where o’erthe gates, by hisfam’d father’s hand, 31
Great Cibber’s brazen, brainlefs brothers ftand ;

Intus aguee dulcess Yivoque fedilia faxo,
Nympbarum ' domus.

May we not fay in like manner, ¢ The Nymphs muft be the
“ waters and the ftones, or the waters and the ftones muft be
¢¢ the houfes of the Nymphs?*” Infulfe ! The fecond line, In-
tus agne, <JIc. 1s in a parenthefis (as are two lines of our Au-
thor, Keen bollow Winds, &'c.) and it is the Antrum, and the
yawning Ruin, in the line before that parenthefis, which are the
Domus and the Cave.

Let me again, Ibefeech thee, Reader, prefent thee with an-
other Conjeciural Emendation on Virgil's feopulis pendentibus »
He is here defcribing a place, whither the weary Mariners of
Aneas repaired to drefs their dinner.— Feffi—frugefque recepa
tas Bt toryere parant flammis ; What has [eopults pendentibus
here to-do? Indeed the ague dulces and Jedilia are fomething;
Jweet waters to drink, and fests to reft on: the other is fure
ly an error of the Copyifts. ~ Reftore it, without the leaft feru.
ple, Papulis -prandentibus.

But for this and a thoufand more, expect our Virgil Ree
Jtor'd, fome Specimen whereof fee in the Appendix.

SCRIBLERUS,

REMARK S,

VER. 24. Or praife the Court, or magnify Mankind,] Ironicé,
alluding to Guiliver’s reprefentations of both.—The next: line
relates to the papers of the Drapier againft the currency of
Waed’s Copper coin in Ireland, which, upon the gréat difcon-
tent of the people, his Majefty was gracioufly pleafed to recal,

VER. 26. Mourn not, my Swift! at ought cur realm acquires.]
fronicé itzrum. — The Politics of England and Ireland were at
this time by fome thought to be oppofite, or interfering with
each other: Dr. Swift of courfe was in the intereft of the lat-
tery our Author of the former.

VER. 28. 70 batch a new Saturnian age of Lead.] The an-
gient Golden Age is by Poets ftyled Saturnian, as being under
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74 THE DUNCIAD. Bookl

One Cell there is, conceal’d from vulgar eye,
The Cave of Poverty and Poetry,

REMARKsS.

the reign of Saturn: but in the Chemical language Saturn i
Lead, She is {aid here only to be fpreading her wings to hatch
this age ; which is not produced completely till the fourth
book.

VER. 31. By his fam'd father’s hand] Mr. Caius-Gabriel
Cibber, father of the Poet-Laureate. The two Statuesof the Lu-
natics over the gates of Bedlam-hefpital were done by him, and
(as the fon juftly fays of them) are no ill monuments of his
fame as an Artift.

VER. 33. One Cell there is,] The cell of poor Poetry is here
very properly reprefented as 2 little unendowed Hall in the neigh-
bourhood of the Magnific College of Bedlam ; and as the fureft
Seminary to fupply thofe learned walls with Profeflors. For
there cannot be a plainer indication of madnefs than in mens
perfifting to ftarve themfelves and offend the public by ferib-

ling,
Efcape in Monflers, and amaze the town.

when they might have benefited themfelves and others in pro-
fitable and honeft employments. The Dualities and Produc
#zons of the ftudents of this private Academy are afterwards de-
feribed in this firft book ; as are alfo their 4é#ions throughout
the fecond ; by which it appears, how near allied Dulnefs is to
Meadnefs.. This naturally prepares us for the fubje of the third
book, where we find them in union, and a&ting in conjun&ion
to produce the Cataftrophe of the fourth ; a mad poetical Sibyl
leading our Hero through the Regions of Vifion, to animate
him in the prefent undertaking, by a view of the paft triumphs
of Barbarifm over Science. w.

VER. 34. Poverty and Poetry] I cannot here omit a remark
that will greatly endear our Author to every one, who fhall at-
tentively obferve that Humanity and Candor, which every where
appears in him towards thofe unhappy obje&s of the ridicule of
all mankind, the bad Poets, He here imputes all fcandalous
rhymes, fcurrilous weekly papers, bafe flatteries, wretched ele-
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Keen, hollow winds howl thro” the bleak recefs, 55

Emblem of Mufic caus’d by Emptinefs.
Hence Bards, like Proteus long invain ty’d down,
Efcape in Monfters, and amaze the town,

REmArK s

gies, fongs, and verfes (even from thofe fung at Court fo bal-
lads in the ftreets) not fo much to malice or fervility as to Dul-
nefs; and not fo much to Dulnefs as to Neceflity, And thus,
at the very.commencement of his Satire, makes an apology for
all that are to be fatirized.

VER. 37. Hence Bards, like Proteus]

Sunty quibus in plures jus eff tranfire figuras »

Ut tibiy complexi terram maris incola, Proteu ;
Nunc violentus aper 5 nunc, quem tetigiffé timerent,
Anguis eras; modp te faciebant cornua Taurum :

Sepe Lapis poteras. Ovid. Met, viii.

Neither Palephatus, Phurnutus, nor Heraclides give us any
fteddy light into the mythology of this myfterious fable. - If T
be not deceived in a part of learning which has fo long exercifed
my pen, By Proteus muft certainly be meant a hacknied Town-
feribler ; and by his ‘T'ransformations,  the various difguifes fuch
a one aflumes, to elude the purfuit of his irreconcilable enemy,
the Bailiff.  And in this light, doubtlefs Horace underftood the
¥able, where, fpeaking of Proteus, he fays,

Quum rapies in jus malis ridentem alienis,
Fiet aper, &,

Proteus is reprefented as one bred of the mud and flime of
Egypt, the original foil of Arts and Letters : And what is 2
Town-fcribler, but a creature made up of the excrements of
luxurious Science? By the change then into a Boar, is meant
his charalter of a furious and dirty Party-writer 5 the Snake fig-
nifies a Libeller 5 and the Horns of the Bull, the Dilemma’s of a
Polemical Anfwerer, Thefe are the three great parts he alls
under; and when he has completed his circle, he finks back
again; as the laft change into a Stene denotes, into his natural
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Hence Mifcellanies {pring, the weekly boaft
Of Curl’s chafte prefs, and Lintot’s rubric poit: 40
Hence hymning Tyburn’s elegiac lines,

Hence Journals, Medleys, Merc’ries, MAG AZINES:

VariaTiens,
VER. 41, in the former lines,
Hence hymning Tyburn’s elegiac Lay,
Hence the foft fing-fong on Cecilia’s Day.
VER. 42. Alludes to the annual Songs compofed to Muficon
ot. Cecilia’s Feaft,
REMARKS

ftate of immoveable Stupidity. Hence it is, that the Poet,
where fpeaking at large of all thefe various Metamorphofes in the
fecond Book, defcribes Mother Qfborne, the great Antitype of
our Proteus, in ¥ 312. after all her changes, as at laft quite
Siupified to Stone.  If I may expe thanks of the learned world
for this difcovery, T would by no means deprive that excellent
Critic of his fhare, who difcovered before me, that in the' cha-
racter of Proteus was defigned Sophiftam, - Magum, Politicum,
prefertim rebus omnibus fefe accommodantem.  Which in Englith
is, A Political writer, a Libeller, and a Difputer, writing in-
differently for or againft every party in the State, every [elt in
Religion, and every charaéter in private life. See my Fables of
Ovid explained, ABBe BaAniER, W,

VER.40. Curl’s chafle prefs, and Lintot’s rubric pofi:] Two
Bookfellers, ‘of whom fee Book ii. The former was fined by
the Court of King’s Bench for publithing obfcene books; the
latter ufually adorned his fhop with titles in red letters.

VER. 41. Hence bymning Tyburn’s elegiac lines,] It s an
ancient Englith cuftom for the Malefators to fing a Pfalmat

IMiTaTrons,
VER. 41, 42. Hence hymning Tyburn’s — Hence, &5¢.]
— Genus unde Latingm,

Albanigue patres, atque alte meenia Rome. i
Virg. En.i




Bookl . THEX DUNCIAD,
Sepulchral Lies, our holy walls to grace,

And New-year Odes, and all the Grub-ftreet race.

~1
o

In clouded Majefty here Dulnefs fhone; 4 %
Four guardian Virtues, round, fupport her throne :

REMARK S,

their execution at Tyburn ; and no lefs cuftomary to print Ele-
gies on their deaths, at the fame time, or before.

VER. 42. MacaziNgs:] The common name of thofe up-
ftart collections in profe and verfe; in which, at fome times,

e neW-born nonfenfe firfl is taught 1o ery ;

at others, dead-born Scandal has its monthly funeral: where
Dulnefs affumes zl] the various thapes of Folly to draw in and
cajole the Rabble., The eruption of every miferable Scribler; the
fcum of every dirty News-paper; or Frasments of Fragments,
picked up from every Dunghill, under the tite of Papers, £f-

Jayss Reflefitons, Confutations, Dueries, Verfes, Sengs, Episrams,

Riddles, &e. equally the difgrace of human Wit, Morality,
Decency, and Common Senfe, P. W,

VER. 43. Sepulchral Lies,) Ts a juft fatire on the Flatterjos
and Falfhoods admitted to be infcribed on the walls of Churches,
in Epitaphs ; which occafioned the following Epigram,

Friend! in your Epitaphs, I'm griev’d,
So very much is faid :

One half will never be believ’d,
‘The Other never read.

VER. 44. New-year Odes,] Made by the Poet Laureate for
the time being, to be fung at Court on every New-year's-day,
the words of which are happily drowned in the voices and in-
ftruments. The New-year Odes of the Hero of this work were
of a caft diftinguithed from all that preceded him, and made 2
confpicuous part of his charader as a writer, which doubtlefs in-
duced our. Author to mention them here fo particularly.

I ITATIONS,
VER, 45. In clouded Majefly]

T . a 2
the Lieon

Rifing in clouded Majefly-- Milton, Book ir
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Fierce champion Fortitude, that knows no fears
Of hiffes, blows, or want, or lofs of ears :

Calm Temperance, whofe bleffings thofe partake
Who hunger, and who thirft for feribling fake: 5o
Prudence, whofe glafs prefents th’ approaching jayl;
Poetic Juftice, with her lifted fcale,

REmMARrRKsS,
VER. 45. In clouded Majefly here Duinefs fhone ;] See this

Cloud removed, or rolled back, or gathered up to her head,
book iv. ¥ 17, 18. It is worth while to compare this de-
fcription of the Majefty of Dulnefs in a ftate of peace and tran-
quillity, with that more bufy fcene where the mounts the throne
in triumph, and is not fo much fupported by her own Virtues,
as by the princely confcioufnefs of haying deftroyed all other.
Scrisr. W,

VER. 50. Who bunger, and whs thir/t &¢c.] ¢ This is an al-
¢¢ lufion to a text in Scripture, which thews, in Mr. Pope, 2
¢ delight in prophanenefs,” faid Curl upon this place. But it
15 very familiar with Shakefpear to allude to paflages of Scri-
pture. Out of a great number I will felet a few, in which he
not only alludes to, but quotes the very Text from holy Writ.
In All’s well that ends well, T am no great Nebuchadnezzar, I
bave not much fRill in grafs.” Ibid. They are for the Jlowery way
that leads to the broad gate and the great Sire. Matt. vii. 13. In
Much ado about nothing, A/, all, and moreover God Jaw him
when he was hid in the garden. Gen. iii. 8. (in a. very jocofe
fcene.) In Love’s labour loft, he talks of Samfon’s carrying the
gates on his back ; In the Merry wives of Windfor, of Goliath
and the weaver’s beam; and in Henry IV. Falftaff’s foldiers are
compared to Lazarus and the prodigal fon.

‘The firft part of this note is Mr. Curi’s, the reft is Mn
THEoEALD’s Appendix to Shakefpear Reftored, p. 144+

IMiTATIONS.

VER. 48. —— that knotws no fears
Of hiffes, blows, or wanty or lofs of ears ]
Luem negue pauperies, neque morsy neque vinewla terrent.  Hor,
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Where, in nice balance, truth with gold the weighs,
And folid pudding againft empty praife.

Here fhe beholds the Chaos dark and deep, 55
Where namelefs Somethings in their caufes {leep,
"Till genial Jacob, or a warm Third day,

Call forth each mafs, a Poem, ora Play:

How hints, like {fpawn, fcarce quick in embryo lie,
How new-born nonfenfe firft is taught to cry, 6o
Maggots half-form’d in rhyme exactly“meet,

And learn to crawl upon poetic feet.

Here one poor word an hundred clenches makes,

And ductile dulnefs new meanders takes ;

REmARrRKES,

VER. 63. Here one poor word an hundred clenches makes,| Tt
may not be amifs to give an inftance or two of thefe operations
of Dulnefs out of the Works of her Sons, celebrated in the
Poem. A great Critic formerly held thefe clenches in fuch ab.-
horrence, that he declared, ¢¢ he that would pun, would pick a

ImMmiTAaTIiONS.

VeRr. 55. Here jbe beholds the Chaos dark and deep,
W here namelefs Somethings, &¢.)

That is to fay, unformed things, which are either made inta
Poems or Plays, as the Bookfellers or the Players bid moft.
Thefe lines allude to the following in Garth's Difpenfary,
Cant. vi.

Within the chambers of the globe they by

The beds where flecping vegetables lie,

"Till the glad fummons of a genial ray

Unbinds the glebe, and calls them out to day,

N s e
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There motley Images her fancy ftrike, b5
Figures ill pair’d, and Similies unlike.

She fees a Mob of Metaphors advance,

Pleas’d with the madnefs of the mazy dance
How Tragedy and Comedy embrace ;

How Farce and Epic get a jumbled race ; 7Q
How Time himfelf ftands ftill at her command,
Realms fhift their place, and Ocean turns to land,
Here gay Defcription AEgypt glads with thow’rs,
Or gives to Zembla fruits, to Barca flow’rs ;

REMARKS.

¢ poc ket.” Yet Mr. Dennis’s works afford us notable exam-
ples in this kind: “¢ Alexander Pgpe hath fent abroad into the
world as many ffs::‘:'f as his namefake Pope Alexander.—Let
¢ us take the l“'ti. 1 and-final letters of his Name, viz. 4. P—E
and they give you the idea of an Ape.—Pope comes from thc
et ] atin word Py opa, which fignifies a little Wart ; or from
.:;}.-,-sa? It\,‘qu he was continually pepping out {quibs of
t, or rather Popy/mata, or Pmﬁ;*s ? Dexnis on Hom,

LLP il fuulf 1l jr”t 11, 1""8-

VER. "c é5c. How Farce and E ﬁffh—-Ha“u tme himfelf, &'.]
Allude to g}‘“ t!’?‘lf reflions of the Uxities in the Pla‘.b uf fuch
pocts. For the mi iracles w rought upmt Time and Place, and the
mixture of Tragedy and Con iedy, Farce and Epic, fee Pluto
and Proferpine, PLIIE lope, hL. if yet txt‘ nt.

VER, 73. Hgypt glads with de r5,] In the Lower Zgypt
Rain 1s of no ufe, the overflowi ing of th- Nile being {ufhc fent
to impregnate the foil.—Thefe {ix verfes 'L‘pmft.nt the Inconfift-
encies 1n the defcriptions of poets, who heap together all ghtter-

(19 Jf)::‘

A 4

£c Wl

IMiTATIONS.
VER. 04. Andduclile Dulnefsy &¢.] A parody on a verfe 1o
Garth, Cant. 1.
T T vy 3 T r
How duéiile maiter new meanders takes,
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Glitt’ring with ice here hoary hills are feen, - 7% l

There painted vallies of eternal green, '

In cold December fragrant chaplets blow;

And heavy harvefts nod beneath the fiiow,

All thefe, and more, the cloud-compelling Quéen

Beholds thro” fogs, that magnify the fcene. -+ 8o

She, tinfel'd o’cr in robes of varying hues, i :

With felf-applaufe her wild ereation views s

Sees momentary monfters rife and fall, -
And with her own fools-colours gilds them all,
“Twas on the day, when * ¥ rich and grave, 83

Like Cimon, triimph’d both on land and wave:;

VArRIATIONS,
VER. 85. in  the former Editions,
*Twas on the day when Thorold, rich and grave.
Sit George Thorold, Lord Mayor of London in the year 1720,

REmMaRrRKS.
ing and gawdy images, though incompatible in one feafon, ot
in one {cene,

See the Guardizn, N© 40. parag. 6. Sce alfo £nfiin’s whole
works, if to be found. It would not have been unpleafdnt to
have given Examples of all thefe fpecies of bad writing from
thefe Authors, but that it is already done in our T'reatife of the
Bathos. SCRIBL.

VEr. 83. Sees miomentary monflers vife and fall, And with
ber own fools-colours gilds them all,] -i.e. Sets off urnatural con-
ceptions in falfe and tumid expreflion. W

IMiTaTIONS,

T 3 ' 7 ~ . "
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82 THE DUNCIAD: BookL
(Pomps without guilt,of bloodlefs fwords and maces;
Glad chains, warm furs, broad banners, and broad
faces)

Now Night defcending, the proud fcene was o’et,
But liv'd, in Settle’s numbers, one day more. go
Now May’rs and Shrieves all hufh’d and fatiate layy
Yet cat, in dreams, the cuftard of the day ;

REMARKS.

VER. 85, 86. "Twas onn the Day, when* * rich and grave,
Like Cimony triumph’d] Viz. a Lord M ayor’s Day ; his name the
author had left in blanks, but moft certainly could never be that
which the Editor foifted in formerly, and which no way agrees
with the chronology of the poem. BENTL.

"The Proceflion of a Lord Mayor is made partly by land, and
partly by water.—Cimon, the famous Athenian General, ob-
tained a victory by fea, and another by land, on the fame day,
over the Petfians and Barbarians, :

VER. 88. Glad chains,] The Ignorance of thefe Moderns !
T'his was alter'd in one edition to Gold chains, thewing more
regard to the metal of which the chains of Aldermen are made,
thah to the beauty of the Latinifm and Gracifm, nay of figurative
{peechitfelf: Latas fegetes, glad, for making glad, &'c. Scrisi.

VER. go. But liv'd, in Settle's numbers, one day more.] A
beautiful manner of fpeaking, ufual with poets in praife of poe-
try, in which kind nothing is finer than thofe lines of Mr. Ad-
difon :

Scmetimes, mi[grided by the tuneful throng,

{ look for flreams immortaliz’d in Jong,

T hat lofd -."n_,-':.-'l.’.':f' and oblivion 1'."':‘,

Dumb are their Jountains, and their channels dry ;
Yet run for ever by the Mufes frill,

And in the [mesth defcription murmur Sl

Ibid. But liv'd, in Settle’s numbers, osne doy more,] Settle was
poet to the City of London. His office was to compofe yearly
‘zyrics upen the Lord Mayors, and verfes to be fpoken in
Cageants: But that part of the fhows being at length frogally
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While penfive Poets painful vigils keep,

Sleeplefs themielves, to give their readers fleep.
Much to the mindful Queen the feaft recalls 95
What City Swans once fung within the walls ;
Much fhe revolves their arts, their ancient praife,
And fure fucceffion down from Heywood’s days.
She faw, with joy, the line immortal run,

Each fire impreft and glaring in his fon : 100
So watchful Bruin forms, with plaftic care,

Each growing lump, and brings it to a Bear.

REmMARKS.

abolithed, the employment of City-poet ceafed ; fo that upon
Settle’s demife there was no fucceflor to that place.

VER. 98. Fobn Heywood, whofe Interludes were printed in
the time of Henry VIII.
; VER. 103. Old Pryn in reftlefs Daniel] The firlt edition
ad it,

She faw in Norton all his Jather fhine »

a great Miftake ! for Daniel De Foe had parts, but Norton
De Foe was a wretched writer, and never attempted Poetry.
Much more juftly is Daniel himfelf made fucceffor to W, Pryn,
both of whom wrote Verfes as well as Politics ; as appears by
the Poem De jure diving, &¢. of De Foe, and by thefe lines
in Cowley’s Mifcellanies, on the other :

~One lately did not Jfear
(Without the Mufes leave) to plant Ver[e here.
But it produced Juch bafe, rough, crabbed, hedge —
Rhbymesy as ¢en Jet the bearers ears on edge :
Written by William Prynn Efqui-re, the
Year of our Lord, fix hundred thirty three.
Brave Ferfey Mufe ! and be's Jor bis high fiyle
Call'd to this day the Homer of the Lfie,

£ 2

e ""T—_f;'fz_?'!fﬁ""_'ﬂ-’::"J |




-

8 HE DUNCIAD. .Bookl

She faw old Pryn in-reftlefs Daniéel thine,

And Eufden eke out Blackmore’s endlefs line ;

REMARKES.

And both thefe authors had a refemblance in their fates 4s well
as writings, . having been alike fentenced to the Pillory.

VER. 104:  And ,-‘,:f,' den-eke out €9¢.] Laurence Eufden Poet
laureate. Mr. Jacob gives a ca t:.n.lO”ll" of fome few only of his
works, which were very numerous. Mr. Cook, in his Battle
of Poets, faith-of him,

Eufdeny -a laurcd'd Bard, by fortune rais'd,
J*" u’!}_}"a U was Jue’n‘, f_} ﬁﬁ £r i 'ec' n’t

Mr. Chhni\:(\n, in his Arts of Logic and Rhetoric, P: 413,
AT4. affirms, ;¢ That of all the (m]rmatm s he ever met with,
¢ none comes up to {ome verfes of this poet, which have as
 much of the Ridiculum and the Fuftian in them as can well
be jumbled together,” and are of that fort of nonfenfe, which
o perfectly confounds all ideas, that there is ro diftinét one
eft in the mind.” Farther he fays of hiny, < That he hath
ophecied his. own. poetry fhall be fweeter than Catullus,
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vid, and T'ibullus ; but we have little hope of the aceom”
ifhmentof it, from what he hath lately publifhed.” . Upon
which I'\.l:. ("‘ldtmum has not f pared a refleCtion, ¢¢ That the
§c p'.'.:u: e Laurel on-the head of one who writ-fuchverfes, will
1 turity -a very liv ely idea of the judgment and Juﬁicc
10fe who beftowed it.” Ibid. p. 417. But the well-known

e

:,‘ th
ain, might have fcreened him from this unmannerly reflection.
Yor' ought Mr. Oldmixon to complain, fo lor 1o after, that the
].11!1: Fwould have better be come his own brows, or - others
It were more decent to acquiefce in the opinion of "the Duke of
iJ;-m“.-n ,’J(f,',, upon this matter

/‘ Sia N

—7 mﬁ; d Eufden, and ¢ 8 ‘dy Whe fhall have it,

y i
jl" i- _;r', br' trie f..u.d.?r -_“.-“9 io Uf o ,.J,u_'-' f\__-,u,—;" TaUe it €
S &8
o L 5l oew ] 30 Fraad o e u
| ,-.-'..'.c'l.'u b o= d ‘f-'n'? “dony d !J'ffl g7 f.rf"{f:_{s r,-x’.- \’,"I-H'.'lp'l.'?ﬂ-’,

d. P / SFEACE By e [ e 'l S
But vow’d that "till then be ne’er beard of his namg.
+ " Seffion of Poets.

< H k i - e - _ 14 1 P8
Uhe fame plea’ might alfo ferve for his fucceflor, Mr, Cibber;
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arning of that Noble Perfon, who was then Lord Chamber-
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She faw flow Philips creep like Tate’s poor page,

And all the mighty Mad in Dennis rage. 106

ReEmaAarREKS.

@nd is further {trengthened in the following Epigram, made on
that occafion :

In merry old England it once was a rule,
The King had his Poet, and alfo his Fool :
But now we’re fo frugal, I'd have you to know it,
“That Cibber can ferve both for Fool and for Poet,

Of Blackmore, fee Book ii. Of Philips, Book i. ¥ 262. and
Book iii. prope S

Nahum Tate was Poet Laureate, a cold writer, of no.in-
vention ; but fometimes tranflated tolerably when befriended by
Mr. Dryden. In his fecond part of Abfalom and Achitophel
‘are above two hundred admirable lines together of that great
hand, which ftrongly fhine through the infipidity of the reft.
Something parallel may be obferved of another author here men-
tioned.

VER. 106. And all the mighty Mad] Tlhiis is by no means to
be underftood literally, as if Mr. Dennis were really mad; ac-
cording to' the Narrative of Dr. Norris in Swift and Pope’s Mif~
cellanies, vol. iii., No—it is fpoken of that Excellent and Di-
Vine Madnefs, fo often mentioned by Plato that poetical rage
and enthufiaim, with which Mr. D. hath, in his time, been
highly poflefled ;3 and of thofe exs acrdinary. bints and motions
whereof he himfelf fo feelingly treats in his preface to the Rem,
on Pr. Arth. [See notes on Book ii. ver. 268.]

Ibid. And all the mighty Mad in Dennis rage.] Mr. Theo~
bald, in the Cenfor, vol. ii. N. 33- calls' Mr. Dennis by the
name of Furius. ¢ The modern Furius is to be looked upon
t¢ as more an objedt of pity, than ‘of that which he daily pro-
* vokes, laughter and contempt.. Did" we really know how
¢ much this poor man [ fwifh that refiection on poverty had-been
Ypared) <« fuffers by being contradicted, or, which is the fame
¢ thing-in effect, by hearing another praifed; we fhould, in
¢ compaflion, fometimes attend to him with a filent nod, and
#€ Jet him go away with the trivmphis of his ill nature.~Potr
* Yurius [again]) when any of his cotemporaries are:{poken well

3
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In each fhe marks her Image full expreft,

But chief in Bays’s monfter-breeding breaft ;

VARIATIONS.
VER.108. But chief in Bays’s &e.] In the former Edd, thus,

But chief, in Tibbald’s monfter-breeding breaft;
Sees Gods with Daemons in ftrange league ingage,
And earthy and heav’n, and hell her battles wage.
She ey’d the Bard, where fupperlefs he fate,
And pin’d, unconfcious of his rifing fate ;
Studious he fate, with all his Books around,
Sinking from thought to thought, &c, ——

Var. 7ibbald] Author of a pamphlet intitled, Shake/pear reflor'd,
During two whole years while Mr. Pope was preparing his Edi-
tion of Shakefpear, he publith’d Advertifements, requedting af-
fiftance, and promifing fatisfaction to any who could contribute
to its greater perfection. But this Refforer, who was at that
time folliciting favours of him by letters, did wholly conceal
his defign, till after its publication: (which he was fince not
afham’d to own, in a Daily Journal of Nov. 26, 1728.) And
then an outcry was made in the Prints, that our Author had
joined with the Bookfeller to raife an extravagant fubfeription ;
in which he had no fhare, of which he had no knowledge, and
againft which he had publickly advertifed in his own propofals
for Flomer. Probably that Proceeding elevated Tibbald to the
dignity he holds in this Poem, which he feems to deferve no
other way better than his brethren s unlefs we impute it to the
fhare he had in the Journals, cited among the Teffimonies of
Authors prefixed to this work,

REMAREKS.

¢ of, quitting the ground of the prefent difpute, fteps back
¢ a thoufand years to call in the fuccour of the Ancients, His
¢ very panegyric is fpiteful, and he ufes it for the fame reafon
*¢ as fome Ladies do their commendations of a dead beauty, who
“¢ would never have had their good word, but that a living one
¢¢ happened to be mentioned in their company. His applaufe is
£¢ nat the tribute of his Hears, but the facrifice of his Revengey”
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Bays, form’d by nature Stage and Town to blefs,
And adt, and be, a Coxcomb with {uccefs. 110

RemMARKES.

¢, Indeed his pieces againft our poet are fomewhat of an an-
gry charalter, and as they are now fcarce extant, a tafte of his
ftyle may be fatisfaCtory to the curious. ¢ A young, fquab,
4¢ fhort gentleman, whofe outward form, though it fthould be
¢¢ that of downright monkey, would not differ fo much from
¢ human fhape as his unthinking immaterial part does from
¢¢ human underftanding,—He is as ftupid and as venomousas a
¢ hunch-back’d toad.—A book through which folly and igno-
$¢ rance, thofe brethren fo lame and impotent, do ridiculoufly
“¢ look very big and very dull, and ftrut and hobble, cheek
¢ by jowl, with their arms on kimbo, being led and fupport-
¢ ed, and bully-back’d by that blind Hector, Impudence,”
Reflect. on the Effay on Criticifim, p. 26, 29, 30.

It would be unjuft not to add his reafons for this Fury, they
are fo ftrong and fo coercive: *¢ I regard him (faith he) as
 an Enemy, not fo much to me, as to my King, to my
¢ Country, to my Religion, and to that Liberty which has
¢¢ been the fole felicity of my life. A vagary of Fortune, who
¢ is fometimes pleafed to be frolickfome, and the epidemic
¢ Madnefs of the times have given him Reputation, and Repu-
¢ tation (as Hobbes fays) is Power, and that bas mad: him dan-
¢ gerous, 'Therefore I look on it as my duty to King Gearge,
¢ whofe faithful fubject I am ; to my Country, of which I have
‘¢ appeared a conftant lover; to the Laws, under whofe pro-
¢¢ tection I have {o long lived ; and to the Liberty of my Coun-
* try, more dear to me than life, of which I bave now for forty
** years been a conftant aflertor, &’c. I look upon it as my
“ duty, I fay, to do—you fball fec what—to pull the lion’s fkin
¢ from this little Afs, which popular error has thrown round
¢ him ; and to fhew that this Author, who has been lately fo
*“ much in vogue, has neither fenfe in his thoughts, nor Eng-
¢ lifh in his expreflions.” DENNIs, Rem. on Hom. Pref. p. 2.
91, e,

Befides thefe public-fpirited reafons, Mr. D. had a private
one; which, by his manner of expreffing it in p. g2. appears
to have been equally ftrong. He was even in bodily fear of his
life from the machinations of the faid Mr. P. <¢ The ftory (fays
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58 THE>DUNCIAD, Book 1,

Dulnefs::with tranfport eyes the lively Dunce,

Remembring: the herfelf was Pertnéfs once.

REmarks,

€ he) is too m]"vj to be told, but who would be acquainted ‘with
¢ 1ty" may hear it from Mr. Curl. my bookfel 1L.4—Howwe_r, :
¢ what my reafon has fug vefted to me, that T have with a
fidence 1"-'*d. in defi tance of his two clandeftine wea-
? = Which laft words of his
book p' anly difcover Mr: D.s ﬂ=1p cion was that of being pois
foned, in like mamm er “as. Mr, Curl had been before him: of :
which fa& fee .«1 Jfull and trie account of a horrid and barbarous
revenye, by o _”f‘ % o7 ;'.f::.' bedy ;‘f‘mm id (.r-'w, p.nhu] in 17 Iﬁ;
‘the ‘year dntecedent to that wherein the fe Remarks of Mr.
Dennis were publifhed. *But ”l.L.f puts it beyond all queftion,
s'a paffage in ‘a very warm tre ife, in which'Mr. D. was allo
con CfrncJ puEL two pence, calied A true charaier of M.
P::"”r‘nff)" writings, printed for S, I{u*p]prr, 17165 in the
tenth ‘page whereof he i faid <¢ to have infulted pe npl-_ on thofe
€< calamities “and* difeafes vm:n he hi mml gave ‘them, by ad-
¢ miniftring Poifon to them';* and is called "p 4:) ¢ 1 Turk-
¢ ing \".i.—la\m'r coward, and a {¥; abber in the dark.” Which
(wi :}1 many other things moft 1-,1%, fet forth in that piece)
muft have réndered him a terror, not to Mr. Dennisonly, but
to all Cm’LL ian' people. This charitable warning only provoked
our incorrigible Poet to write the following Epieram :

*¢ ‘pons, his Slender and his Poifon

i1
n
L

Sh U11,,4 De 1:‘“ put ‘]JI’:"., vou had J.'..‘:-Ll d your Brother
-xh, or debauch’d your Mother ;

Lampoon’ d your Monar
TR 2
:*..1‘; » What revenge on Dennis can be had ?
2 : -
0o dull for laughter, for reply too mad :

(?-1 one fo poor you cannot take the Law;
On one {o i” your {word you fcorn to draw -

Uncag’d then let the harmlefs monfter 10¢,
Secure in_ dulnefs, madnefs, want, and age,

- For the reft; - Mr. John Dennis was. the fon of a Sadler it
London, horn n rflgf. He paid court to Mr. Dryden: and
having cbtained fome correfpondence with Mr. W ycherly 2 ind
Mr Llll._!__'{r!.‘rn.., he 1»]*1 (f".u. ly obliged the public with their
Yetters. He made himfelf klmwn to the Government by many

sdmirable fchemes and projects ; which the Miniftry,. for.reafons
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Now (fthame to Fortunel) an ill Run at Play

Blank’d. his bold vifage, and a thin Third day &

REmMmArRKS,

‘beft known to themfelves, conftantly. kept private.. For kis
charalter, asa writery it is given’ us as follows : ¢¢ Mr, Dengiis
% s excellent at Pindaric WIItings, perfeétly regular in alt his per-
¢#¢ formances,.and a perfon of found Learning.  That he: is ma-
¢ fter of a great deal of Penetration and Fudgment, his criti-
¢ cifms (pu;’ticu]arl}f on Prince drthur) do fufficiently demon-
¢ ftrate.”” From the fame account it alfo appears that he writ
Plays ¢ more to get Reputation than Money.”” Dennis of
himfelf. See Giles Jacob’s Lives of Dram. Poets, p- 68, bq.
compared with p. 286, :

VER. 109. Bays, form’d by Nature, el It s hoped the
‘poet here hath done full juftice to his Hero’s charaer, which
it were a great miftake to imagine was wholly funk in ftupidi-
ty : he is allowed to have {upported it with a” wonderful mix-
ture of Vivacity.. This charater is heightened according to his
own defire, in a Letter he wrote ‘to our author, ¢ Pere and
““ dull at leaft you might have allowed me. What1 am I onl
"“¢ to be dull, and dullftill, and again, and for ever ?* He then
folemnly appealed to his own confcience, that ¢ he could not
¢ think himfelf fo, nor believe that our poet did ; but that he
¢ fpoke worfe of him than he could poffibly think ;' and con-
€ cluded it muft be merely to thew his 77:¢, or for fome Profit
“ or ‘Lucre to himfelf.”” - Life of C. C. chap. vii. and Letter
to Mr. P. pag. 15. 40. 53.© And to fhew his claith to what
the Poet was fo unwilling to allow him, of being pert as well as
aully he declares he will have the laft word ; which occafioned
the following Epigram :

Quoth Cibber to Pope, Tho’ in Verfe you foreclofe,

Pll-have the Jaft Word ; for, by G—, DIl write profe,

Poor Colly, thy Reas’ning is none of the ftrongett,

For know, the laft Word_ is the Word that Iafts longeft.

Ver. 112, Reémembring” [he berfelf was Pertnefs once.] The
Poct had told us, . ¥ 13. that this fair daughter of Night and
baos was - got by them ‘in' their dotage ; 2 time of life ‘when
“Fents are moft apt-to -fpoil- their children by too great indul-
Benee, < Itis not to be thought frange therefore, ‘that over-much
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Swearing. and fupperlefs the Hero fate, 11§
Blafphem’d his Gods, the Dice, and damn’d his Fate,
‘Then gnaw’d his pen, then dafh’d it on the ground,
Sinking from thought to thought, a vaft profound!
Plung’d for his fenfe, but found no bottom there,

———— e T e e

Yet wrote and flounder’d on, in mere defpair, 120

REmMarcks.

carefling fhould make cven Dulnefs herfelf pert, elpecially in
her youth ; though her own natural Alacrity was in finking, ar |
towards Gravity. ScrisL. W,
VER. 113. Jbame to Fortune I Becaufe the ufually fhews fa-
vour to perfons of this Character, who have a three-fold pre-
tence to it.
VER. 115. fupperlefs the Hero fate,] Tt is amazing how the
fenfe of this hath been miftaken by all the former commenta-
tors, who moft idly fuppofe it to imply that the Hero of the
poem wanted a {upper. In truth a great abfurdity ! Not that
we arc ignorant that the Hero of Homer’s Odyfley is fre-
quently in that circumftance, and therefore it can no way de-
rogate from the grandeur of Epic Poem to repréfent fuch Hero
under a calamity, to which the greateft, not only of Critics and
Poets, but of Kings and Warriors, have been fubjeét. But much
more refined, I will venture to fay, is the meaning of our au-
thor : It was to give us, obliquely, a curious precept, or, what
Boflu calls, a difguifed fentence, that ¢ T emperance is the life
*¢ of Study.” Thhe language of poefy brings all into action ; and
to reprefent a Critic encompaffed with books but witheut a fip-
per, is a picture which lively exprefleth how much the true Cri-
tic prefers the diet of the mind to that of the body, one of
which he always caftigates, and often totally neglects for the
greater improvement of the other. SCRIBL:
But fince the difcovery of the true Hero of the poem, may
we not add, that nothing was fo natural, after fo great a lofs of
Money at Dice, or of Reputation by his Play, as that the Poet
thould have no great ftomach to eat a fupper? Befides, how
well has the Poet confulted his Heroic Charadter, in adding that
he fwore all the time? BENTL:
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Round him much Embryo, much Abortion lay,
Much future Ode, and abdicated Play ;

Nonfenfe precipitate, like rﬁnning Lead,

That {lip'd thro’ Cracks and Zig-zags of the Head;
All that on Folly Frenzy could beget, 12§
Fruits of dull Heat, and Sooterkins of Wit.

Next, o’er his Books his eyes began to roll,

In pleafing memory of all he ftole,

How here he fipp’d, how there he plunder’d fnug,
And fuck’d all o’er, like an induftrious Bug. 130

VARIATIONS.

VER. 121, Round him much Embryo &¢.] In the former Edie
tions thus,

He rolld his Eyes that witnefs’d huge difmay,
Where yet unpawn’d, much learned lumber lay ;
Volumes, whofe fize the fpace exa@ly fill'd,

Or which fond authors were fo good to gild,

Or where, by fculpture made for ever known,
The page admires new beauties not its own.

Here fwells the fhelf &c. ——

IMITATIONS.
Var, He roll'd bis eyes that witne[s'd huge difmay.

i yound be throws bis eyes,

That witne[s'd huge affiiétion and difimay. Milt. B. i

The progrefs of 2 bad poet in his thoughts, being (like the pro-
grefs of the Devil in Milton) through a Chass, might probably
tugeeft this imitation,
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Here lay poor Fletcher’s half-cat {cenes, and here
The Frippery of crucify’d Moliere ;

There haplefs Shakefpear, 'yet of Tibbald fore,

Wifh’d he had blotted for himfelf before.

The reft on Out-fide merit. but prefume, I

3
ey

Or ferve (like other Fools)- to fill'a room ;

REmMARrRKS,

VER. 131. pasr Flotéher's half-cat [cénes;] A “great number
of them taken out to patch up his Plays,

+ VER. 192. The Frippery] ¢ When 1 fitted up an old play;
€€ it was as a good houfewife will ‘mend old linnen, when fhe
€ ‘has not better employment.” Life, p. 21%. oftavo,

VER. 133. haplefs Shakefpear, &¢.] It is not to be doubt-
ed but Bays was a fubfcriber to Tibbald’s Shakefpear. He was
frequently liberal. this way; and, as he tells us, ¢ fubfcribéd to
¢ Mr. Pope’s Homer, out of pure Generofity and Civility;
¢¢ but when Mr. Pope did fo to his Nonjuror, he concludedit
¢ could be nothing but 2 joke.” "Letter to Mr. P. P. 24

This T'ibbald, or Theobald, publifhed an edition of Shake-
fpear, of which he was fo proud. himfelf as to fay, in one o
Mift’s Journals, June 8, ° That to expofe any Errors in it
““ was impracticable.” And in another, “April 277, ¢ That
¢ whatever care might for the: future be taken by any other
 Editor, he would fill give above five hundred Emendations,
“¢ that /ball efcape them all,” £

VER. 134. Wi'd be had blotted] Tt was a ridiculous ‘praife
which the Players gave to Shakefpear, ¢ that he never blotted
““aline.” Ben Johnfon horieftly wifh’d ‘he had blotted 2 thou-
fand ; and Shakefpear would certainly have wifhed the famey it
he had lived to fee thofe alterations in his works, which, not
the Actors only (and elpecially the daring-Hero of this poem)
bave made on the Stages but the prefumptuous Critics of our
days in their Editions, , n

VER. 135, The reft on Out-fide merit &'c,]° This Library 8
divided mtothree parts 5 the hrit corififts *of thofe authors from
whom he ftole, and whofe works he mangled'; “the fecond, of
fuch as fitted the thelves, or were gilded for thew, or adorned
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‘Such with their fhelves as due proportion hold,’
Or their fond Parents dreft in red and gold;

Or where the pictures for the page attone,

And Quarles is fav’d by Beauties not his own, 148
Here {wells the thelf with Ogilby the great ;

There, ftamp’d with arms, Newcattle: fhines com<
plete :

Here all his fuff'ring brotherhood retire,

And ‘fcape the ‘martyrdom of jakes and fire -

REMARKS.
with pictures ; the third clafs our author calls folid le rning, old
bodies of Divinity, old Commentaries, old Englifth Printers,: or
old Englith Tranflations; all very voluminous, and fit to ereék
altars to. Dulnefs. : .

VER. 141, Ogilby the great ;] ** John Ogilby was one, who;
“ from a late initiation into literature, made fuch:a progrefs as
“ might well {tyle him the prodigy  of his time ! fending into
the world fo many large Volumes! His tranflations of Homer
and Virgil done to the life, and with Such excellent feulptures »
And: (what added great grace to his'works) he printed.them
all on fpecial good paper, and in a very good letter,”” . W iN-
STANLY, Lives of Poets. : :

VER. 142. There, flamp’d with arms, Neweaftle fhines com-
plete ;] < ‘The Duchefs of Newcaftle was one who bufied herfelf
““ in the ravifhing delights of Poetry ; leaving to pofterity in
* print three ample Palumes of her ftudious endeavours.” Win-
§TANLY, ibid. Langbaine reckons up eight Folios of her,
Grace’s ; which were ufually adorned with gilded. covers, and
bad her coat of arms upon them.

114
£l
(13

(11

IMiTAaTIONS
VER. 140. in the former Edd,
The page adniires new beanties not it's gzun.

. {?!ffs"f'ame_"gﬂf nevas frondes & non fua pema. . Virg. Geor, ii.
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A, Gothic Library ! of Greece and Rome 144

Wellpurg’d, and worthy Settle, Banks, and Broome,
But, high above, more folid Learning thone,

The Claffics of an Age that heard of none 3

VarraTions,
VER, 146. in the firft Edit, it was
Well-purg’d, and worthy We—y, W—s, and Bl—
And in the following alter’d to Withers, Quarles, and Blome,
ont which was the following note:

It was printed in the furreptitious editions, 2V'—Jy, W—;,
who were perfons eminent for goaod life ; the one writ the Life
of Chrift in verfe, the other fome valuable pieces in the Iyric
kind on pious fubje@s. The line is here reftor’d according to
its original.

““ George Withers was a great pretender to poetical zeal
*¢ againft the vices of the times, and abufed the greateft perfon-
*¢ ages in power, which brought upon him frequent Correftion.
‘¢ ‘T'heMarfbalfea and Newgat: were no ftrangers to him.” Wix-
STANLY. Quarles was as dull a writer, but an honefter man.
Blome’s books are remarkable for their cuts,

REmMarks,

VER. 146. Worthy Setile, Banks, and Braome.] The Poet
has mentioned thefe three authors in particular, as they are par-
allel to our Hero in his three capacities : 1. Settle was his Bro-
ther Laureate ; only indeed upon half-pay, for the City inftead
of the Court ; but equally famous for unintelligible flights in his
poems on public occafions, fuch as Shows, Birth-days, &.
2. Banks was his Rival in Tragedy (tho’ more fuccefsful) in one
of his Tragedies, the Earl of E[flex, which is yet alive : Auna
Boleyn; the Queen of Scots, and Cyrus the Great, are dead and
gone. Thefe he dreft in a fort of Beggars Velvet, or a ]IJap_;‘ﬁ}'
mixture of the thick Fuffian and thin Profaic ; exaétly imitated
in Perolla and Ifidora, Cefar in Zgypt, and the Heroic Daugh-
tfer. 3. Broome was a ferving man of Ben. Johnfon, who‘onfc
picked up a Comedy from his Betters, or from fome caft fcenes
of his Mafter, not entirely contemptible.

VER. 547. More folid Learning] Some have objelted, that
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There Caxton flept, with Wynkyn at his fide, 149
One clafp’d in wood, and one in ftrong cow-hide;
There, fav’d by fpice, like Mummies, many a year,
Dry Bodies of Divinity appear :

REmarks.

books of this fort fuit not fo well the library of our Bays, which
they imagine confifted of Novels, Plays, and obfcene books 3
but they are to confider, that he furnifhed his fhelves only for
omament, and read thefe books no more than the Dry bodies of
Divinity, which, no doubt, were purchafed by his Father when
be defigned him for the Gown. See the note on ¥ 2004
VER. 149. Caxtor] A Printer in the time of Edw. IV. Rich,
Il and Hen. VII; Wynkyn de Word, his fucceffor, in that
of Hen, VII and VIIL ~ The former tranflated into profe Vir-
gil's Zneis, as a hiftory ; of which he fpeaks, in his Proeme,
in a very fingular manner, as of a book hardly known, ¢ Hape
* pened that to my hande cam a Iytyl book in frenche, whiche
“ late was tranflated out of latyn by fome noble clerke of
* fraunce, whiche booke is named £ neydos (made in latyn by
““ that noble poete & grete clerk Vyrgyle) which booke I fawe
“ over and redde therein, How after the generall deftruccyon
¢ of the grete Troy, Eneas departed berynge his old fader an-
** chifes upon his fholdres, his lytyl fon yelas on his hande, his
“ wyfe with moche other people followynge, and how he
“ fhipped and departed ; wythe all thyftorye of his adventures
“ that he had er he cam to the atchievement of his conqueft of
* ytalye; as all alonge fhall be fhewed in this prefent booke,
“ In whiche booke I had grete playfyr, by caufe of the fayr and
“ honeft termes & wordes in frenche, whiche I neuer fawe to
' fore lyke, ne none fo playfaunt ne fo well ordred; whiche
“ booke as me femed fholde be moch requyfite to noble men
“ to fee, as wel for the eloquence as the hyftoryes. How wel
*“ that many hondred yerys pafled was the fayd booke of Eney-
** dos wyth other workes made and lerned dayly in feolis, ef-
* pecyally in ytayle and other places, whick biftorye the fayd
. Vyrgyle madein metre.” Tikbald quotes a rare paflage from
min Mif¥ s Fournal of Murch 16, 1728, concerning a ffratinge
and mervaylloufe beafle called S agittarye, which he would have
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De Lyra there a dreadful front extends,
And here the groaning fhelves Philemon bends;
Of thefe twelve volumes, twelve of ampleft fize,
Redeem’d from tapers and defrauded pies, 156
Infpir'd he feizes: Thefe an altar raife -
An hecatomb of pure, unfully’d lays
That altar crowns: A folio Common-place
Founds the whole pile, of all his works the bafe :
Quartos, octavos, fhape the lefs’'ning pyre; 161
A twifted Birth-day Ode completes the fpire.
‘Then he: Great Tamer of all human art!

Firft in my care, and ever at my heart,

VARTATIONS,
VER. 162. 4 twifted &c.] in the former Edd,
And lafty a litde Ajax tips the Spire.

Var. a little Apax] in duodecimy, tranflated from Sophocles by
Tibbald.

Shakefpear to mean rather than Zeucer, the archer celebrated
by Humer. '

VER. 153. Nich de Lyra, or Harpsfield, a very voluminous
commentator, whofe works, in five vaft folios, were printed in
1472,

VER. 154. Philemon Hilland Do&tor in Phyfic., << He: tran-
¢¢ flated /o many books, that a man would think he had done -
¢ thing elfe 5 infomuch that he micht be called Tranflator. generat
““gf his age. The books alone of his turning into. Englifh are
¢ fufficient to make a Country Gentleman a complete Library.
WiNsTANLY,
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Dulnefs ! whofe good old caufe I yet defend, 162
With whom my Mufe began; with whom fhall end :
E’er fince Sir Fopling’s Periwig was Praife,

To the laft honours of the Biitt and Bays :

O thou ! of Bus’nefs the directing foul

To this our head like byafs to the bowl, 170
Which, as more pond’rous, made its aim more true,

Obliquely wadling to the mark in view

RemArEKS.

VER. 167. E’er fimce Sir Fapling’s Pej rwig] The firlt vifible
caufe of the paflion of the T'own for our Hero; was a fair flaxen
full-bottom’d Periwig, which, he tells us, he wore in his firf}
play of the #ss/ in fafhion, It attracted, in a particular man-
her, the Friendfhip of Col. Brett, who wanted to purchafe it.
“ Whatever contempt (fays lie) Philofophers may have for a
¥ fine Periwig, my friend, who Wwas not to defpife the world
“ but to live in ity knew very well that fo material an article of
““ drefs upon the head of 2 man of fenle, if it became Himg
* could never fail of drawing to him a more partial Regard and
““ Benevolence, than could poflibly be hoped for in an ill.made
*“ one. This, perhaps, may foften the grave cenfure, which fo
* youthful 4 purchafe might otherwife have laid upon him. In
‘ a word, he made his attack upon this Periwig; as your yolung
* fellows generally do upon a lady of pleafure, fiift by a few
*“ familiar praifes of her perfon, and then a civil enquity into
* the priceiof it ; and we finithed our bargain that night over
“ abottle,” See Life, o&tavo, p. 3@3- This remarkable Peri-
wig ufually made its entrance upon the ftage in a ledan, broughg

by two chairnien, with infinite approbation of the audicnce,

IMitTartions

" el '\- - . 7 r g
VEr. 166, 51 whom my Mufe began, with whom Ball eitd, |

A te Principium, tibi definet,— Virg, Edl. viii.
3. - B ke : e = :#
Ex Aigs deyiusa, % 85 Ala Ayyele, Migas. Theoc.

Prima diz. mibi, Jumma dicsnds Camana, Hor,
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Q! ever gracious to perplex’d mankind,
lEI.I;J.

otill {pread a healing mift before the mind 3

And, left we err by Wit’s wild dancing light, 17§

.

Ur native night,

Or, if to Wit a coxcomb make pretence,
Guard the fure barrier between that and Senfe ;

VARIATIONS.

VER. 177.0r, if to Wity &c.] In the former Edd.
Ah! ftill o’er Britain ftretch that peaceful wand,
Which lulls th’ Helvetian and Batavian land ;
Where rebel to thy throne if Science rife,

She does but thew her coward face and dies:
There thy good Scholiafts with unweary’d pains
Make Horace flat, and humble Maro’s ftrains ;
Here ftudious unlucky moderns {ave,

Nor fleeps one error in its father’s grave,

Old puns reftore, loft blunders nicely feek,]

And crucify poor Shakefpear once a week.

For thee fupplying, in the worft of days,

Notes to dull books, and prologues to dull plays ;
Not that my quill to critics was confin’d,

My verfe gave ampler leflons to mankind .

So graveft precepts may fuccefslefs prove,

But fad examples never fail to move,

As forc’d from wind-guns, &7,

Var. Nor fleeps one error—0OId puns reflore, loff blunders, &¢.]
As where he [ Tibbald] laboured to prove Shake/pear guilty of tet-
rible Anachronifimns, or low Conundrums, which T'ime had cover'd;
and converfant in fuch authors as Caxton and W ynkin, rather than in
Homer or Chaucer. Nay, fo far had he loft his reverence to t_hJS
incomparable author, as to fay in print, Hp deferv’d to be whipte
An infolence which nothing fure can parallel ! but that of Demits,
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Or quite unravel all the reas’'ning thread,
And hang {fome curious cobweb in its ftead ! 180

As, forc’d from wind-guns, lead itfelf can fly,

And pond’rous flugs cut fwiftly thro’ the tky; : |
As clocks to weight their nimble motion owe,

The wheels above urg’d by the load below :

Me Emptinefs, and Dulnefs could infpire, 183

And were my Elafticity, and Fire.

who can be proved to have declared before company, that ShaZe.
Jpear was a Rafcal. O tempora I Q mores ! SCRIBL,

Var. Adnd crucify poor Shakefpear once a week.] For fome time
once a week or fortnight, he printed in AZi/#s Journal a fingle
temark or poor conjecture on fome word or pointing of Shake-
JPeary either in his own name, or in letters to himfelf as from
others without name. Upon thefe fomebody made this Epi-
gram,

¢ *Tis gen’rous, Tibbald ! in thee and thy brothers

To help us thus to read the works of others :
Never for this. can juft returns be fhown ;
For who will help us e’er to read thy own ?

3
&c

[ 14

111

Var, Notes to dull books, and prologues to dull plays;] As to
Cook’s Heftod, where fometimes a note, and fometimes even balf
4 note, are carefully owned by him: And to Moore’s Comedy of
the Rival Modes, and other authors of the fame rank : Thefe
were people who writ about the year 17204

REMARKS.

VER. 198, 179. Guard the Sure barvier—Or quite unravel,
&e.] For Wit or Reafoning are never greatly hurtful to Dul-
nefs, but when the firft is founded in Truth, and the other in
L':ﬁﬁ:fn.-' % W.

VeRr. 181. 4, Jore'd from wind-gunsy &c.] The thought of
thefe four verfes is found in a poem of our Author’s of a very
'C:-l_rl}' date (namely written at fourteen years old, and foon after
printed) to the Author of a poem call'd Swucceffio,

G2
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Some Dzmon ftole my pen (forgive th’ oﬁmcc}
And once betray’d me into common fenfe
Elfe all my Profe and Verfe were rhuch the I;une;

This, profe on ftilts ; that, poetry fall’n lame. 190

]

Did oni the ftage my Fops appear confin’d ?

41

My Life gave ampler teflons to mankind.

Did the dead Letter unfuccefsful prove ?

‘The brifk Example never fail’d to move.

Vet fure had Heav’n decreed to fave the State, 19§
Heav’n had decreed thefe works a longer date,

m

Could Troy be fav’d by any fingle hand,

I'his grey-goofe weapon muft have made her {tand,
VARIATIONS.
VER. 195. Yet fure had Heav'n &c.’] In the former Edd,
Had Heav’n Jucrcm fuch works a longer date,
Heav'n: had decreed to {pare the Grubftreet-ftate,

But fee ereat Settle to the duft defcend,
11

And all thy caufe and tm}mc at an end !

Could Troy be fav’d &6 mm—m——es
)

IMITATIONS,
VER.1 1G5. Had Heav'n m:!e.r; Eg'e. ]
M f. cazlicole Laar ,.'H.' ducere it faiiy
Has mibi J&h,c.--[.-.-. Jedes——- Virg. An. 6.
VER. 197, 1G8. Could Troy be fav’d—This grey-goofe Wweapo]
w— 8i Pergama dextra

o (R o L Fram har defer i fa ifont \1r ibid,
Ai_d :"/_J'n'.'.'lj.l.l; J:'-_"-'. .";';'—J efiqin Dac f;{JfF.rlif' f:‘jifig.l'i-f.lrio \ 1T g' jb’u'
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What can I now ? my Fletcher caft afide,

Take up the Bible, once my better guide? 200
Or tread the path by vent’rous Heroes trod,

This Box my Thunder, this right hand my God:?
Or chair’d at White’s amidft the Do&ors fit,
Teach Oaths to Gamefters, and to Nobles Wit ?

REM ARKS.

~

VER. 199, my Fletcher] A familiar -manner of {peaking,
ufed by modern Critics, of a favourite author. = Bays micht as
jultly fpeak thus of Fletcher, as a French Wit did of Tu )
feeing his works in a libr ary, ¢ Ah! mon cher L iceron I je le
¢ connois bien; c'eft le méme que Marc Tulle.” But he ha
better title to Ld] | Fletcher his own, having made fo 'i'Jr..'c with
him,

VER. 200. Take up the Bible, once my better guide 21 When,
aceording to his Father’s intention, he had been a Clrgyman,
or (as 1.&. thinks 'mniu‘f a Bifhop of the Church of E 11:51;1:.
Hear his own words : ”st the time that the fate of K. James,
¢ the Prince of Orange, and Myfelf w vere on the anvil, Provi-
¢ dence thought fit to poftpone mine, ’till theirs were deter=
“ mined : But had my father carried me a month foener to the
<¢ Univerfity, who knows but that purer fountain micht |“.'-1".'{.:
g \'.Jﬂ ed my Imperfections into a capacity oi WIiting, |

of Plays and ‘lmuml f;r.;.-'., Sermons and Pafforal L;m.n &’
.t‘\[n logy for his Life, chap. iii. :

YER. 203. at White” trufmf" the ])E}L]l“‘sl Thef [),

had a 'modeft and upri ght appearance, no air of over-bearing ;
but, like true Mafters of \IL%‘: were only habited in black ; N
white : They were ji uftly ftyled fubtiles and graves, but

ways irrefragabiles Jumg; 3metimes exam un,‘ .]‘.-\'., ' .
diftinior 1, umuuf and laid open, S¢ripr. W,

ImiTAaTIiONS,
VER. 202. This Box my Thunder, this right band my God.]
2 o
IJ:.'-"-:'I-'[E n,.n l)LL. 3 ‘E_._: ie ;i”’-” f"‘.:f}n.] I]ll]l:u.: ..']7 0.

Virgil of Ehf". Gods of Mezentius.
G 3
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Or bidft thou rather Party to embrace ? 203
(A friend to Party thou, and all her race ;

*Tis the fame rope at diff’rent ends they twiit ;
"To Dulnefs Ridpath is as dear as Mift.)

Shall I, like Curtius, defp’rate in my zeal, 209
O’er head and ears plunge for the Commonweal ?
Or rob Bome’s ancient geefe of all their glories,

And cackling fave the Monarchy of Tories ?

REmMARK S,

This learned Critic is to be underftood allegorically : The
Docrors in this place mean no more than Jalfe Dicey aCant
phrafe ufed amongft Gamefters. So the meaning of thefe four
fonorous Lines is only this, ¢ Shall I play fair, or foul?”

VER. 208. Ridpath—Mif.] George Ridpath, author of 2
Whig paper, called the Flying-poft ; Nathanael Mift, of a fa-
mous Tory Journal.

VER. 211. Or rob Rome's ancient geefe of all their glories,]
Relates to the well-known ftory of the geefe that faved the Ca-
pitol; of which Virgil, Zn. viii.

Atque hic auratis wolitans argenteus anfer

Porticibus, Gallos in limine adeffe canebat.
A paflage I have always fupeCted, Who fees not the antithefis
of auratis and argenteus to be unworthy the Virgilian ma-
Jelty ? And what abfurdity to fay a goofe fings? cancbat. Vit
gil gives a contrary charaller of ‘the voice of this filly bird, n
b o
Ecli ix.

———— argutes interitrepere anfer olores.
Read it, thcrcﬂ:re, ag}’,c:_,?:: ./:;:!""-.ﬁf"&ﬁrr_ And Wh}f auratis porti=
¢tbus £ does not the very verfe preceding this inform us,

Romuleoque recens bhorrebat regia culme.
Ws Zhatch in one line, and gold in another, confiftent ? _I

uplé not (repugnantibus omnibus manufcriptis) to correct it
aurilts, Horace ufes the fame l;'-:_'-;'ﬂ:;t in the fame fenfe,
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Hold—to the Minifter I more incline ;

To ferve his caufe, O Queen ! is ferving thine,
And fee! thy very Gazetteers give o’er, 21

(¥ 2

Ev'n Ralph repents, and Henly writes no more,
What then remains ? Ourfelf. Still, ftill remain
Cibberian forehead, and Cibberian brain,

VARIATIONS.

Ver. 213. Hold—to the Minifter— In the former Edd,

Yes, to my Country I my pen confign,
Yes, from this moment, mighty Mift ! am thine,

REMMARKS.

—— Auritas fidibus canoris
Ducere quercus.

And to fay that walls have ears is common even to a proverb.
SCRIBL.
VER, 212, And cackling fave the Manarchy r.j_f' Toriés ¢] Not
out of any preference or affection to the Tories. For what
Hobbes fo ingenuoufly confefles of himfelf, 1s true of all Party-
writers whatfoever : ¢¢ That he defends the fupreme powers, as
‘ the Geefe by their cackling defended the Romans, who held
“ the Capitol ; for they favoured them no more than the Gauls,
¢ their Enemies, but were as ready to have defended the Gauls
¢ if they had been poffeffed of the Capitel” Epift. Dedic. to
the Leviathan. W,
VER. 215. Gazetteers] A band of minifterial writers, hired
at the price mentioned in the note on book ii. ver. 316. who,
on the very day their Patron quitted his poft, laid down their
paper, and declared they would never more meddle in Politics.
Ver. 218. C'.-'f'e’xirg.f'.-"cm-/bre‘be;zrf] So indeed all the MISS. read,
but I make no fcruple to pronounce them all wrong, the Lau-
reate being elfewhere celebrated by our Poet for his great J4p-
defty—rnode/t Cibber—Read, therefore, at my peril, Cerbaian
Jorebead, ‘This is perfectly claffical, and, what is more, /fs-

G 4
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This brazen Brightnefs, to the "Squire fo-dear ;

This polith’d Hardnefs, that refleéts the Peer : 229

This arch Abfurd, that wit and fool delights

This Mefs, tofs’d up of Hock ley-hole and White's;

Where Dukes and Butchers jein to wreathe my
crown,

At once the Bear and Fiddle of the town,

O born in fin, and forth in foHV brought! 224
Worksdamn 'd,orto bedamn’d I ( (your father’s fault)

VARIATIONS.
VER. 225, O born in fin, &c.] In the former Edd

Adieu, my Ch ildren ! better thus expire

Ut qul d, unfc :h] thus glorious mount in fire,
Fair without fpot; than greas'd by grocer’s ha nds,
Or H]ﬁ]\'l\.ci with W; ard to .fq'sm“ and- Il]fll‘kl". L«I‘Itl
Or wafting ginger, round the ftreets to run,
And vifit "1]( hJqu, where ye }'3..1'1 i'[--rwr

With that he lifted thrice the (parkling brand,
And thrice he droppd it, .S;-;. ———

I MITATIOoNS,

f g T - AT 7 A B 2 | Wl drase
Var, 4ud vifit Alehoufe. 1 IFalles on the Nawy
o A (LA ¥,
’;"_a'"r" ;*-.'::__-L.l', af (,J.' K oer fertile Dlams may L0y
And v it mountains where they once did Srots

REMARKS.
&icy "I-'“'-'Fi the J’T?-'f.if was the :‘;nf,‘i&'ilh :1.«,: the Biteh is the 1110dCrily
fymbol of Impudence * {1\‘;-;5; oppedl txwv, fays Achilles- to Aga
memnon) whic b, when in a fu perla '|': de gree, may well be
denominated from Cerbery s, the j)m with three beads.—But a:

to the latter part-of this yerfe, Cibberian by ainy that is certain-

the genuine reading. BEn I, 1-,1"_|
YER 29650 Born 55 Lo oo This is a tender and paf;
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Go, purify’d by flames afcend the fky,
My better and more chriftian progeny !
Unftain’d, untouch’d, and yet in maiden flieets 5

While all your fmutty fifters walk the fireets, 230

Ye fhall not beg, like gratis-oiven Bland

o2 o o >
sent with a Pafs, and vagrant thro® the land ;
Not fail with Ward, to Ape-and-monkey climes,

Where vile Mundungus trucks for viler rhymes :

REmarks.

fionate Apoftrophe to his own works, which he is eoing to fa-
crifice, agreeable to the nature of man in oreat afiGtion ; and
reflecting like a parent on the many miferable fates to which
they would otherwife be fubject.

VER. 228. My better and more chriflian progeny I'] <€ It may
* be obferyable, that my mufe and my fpoufe were equally pro-
¢ lific ; that the one was feldom the mother of a Child, but in
* the fame year the other made me the father of a Play. . .1

“think we had a dozen of each fort between us; of both
** which kinds fome died in their Infuncy,” &¢, Life of C, C.
Py 217. 8vo edit. '

VER. 231, gratis-given Bland—Sent wwith a Paf;,] Tt was4
practice fo to give the DHEE}’ Gazetteer and minifterial pam-
phlets (in which this B. was a writer) and to fend them Pofi-
Jree to all the Towns in the kingdom.

VER. 2 33 — with Ward, to dpe-and-monkey climes,| <€ Ed-
“ ward Ward, a very yoluminous Poet in Hudibraftic verfe,
® but beft known by the London Spy, in profe. He has of

IMmiTATIiONS.
‘r'rER- ?ir;] [.»'rﬂ_.;x?‘rs.-"zfr{r:, .’!.?'.’."ﬁft't'»';l},r’(‘, -..:LJ
T ..!'1'-.(;’,':".*'.\' jJ.l":‘.fs‘H:':-";'}'d‘ ‘;”h‘.-l’;-';rg ‘.I'
_7?{;',.75: mori : quee fortitus non pertulit ullos,
Nec vidtoris heri f:‘;’.-':*;“.;.?‘ L‘n’_g’-‘ff.l':.s’ cubile |
;'\'rg-_f, wa,".;.i' ,f';:;‘.-'.-'ffs'.*, .-;".IZ';‘.JI';I; per equara velexe, e,

Virg, An. iil,
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Not fulphur-tipt, emblaze an Ale-houfe fire si5at

Not wrap up Oranges, to pelt your fire !

O ! pafs more innocent, in infant ftate,

To the mild Limbo of our Father Tate -

Or peaceably forgot, at once be bleft

In Shadwell’s bofom with eternal Reft ! 240
Soon to that mafs of Nonfenfe to return,
Where things deftroy’d are fwept to things unborn,

With that, a Tear (portentous fign of Grace !)
Stole from the Mafter of the fev’nfold Face :

REMARK:S.

¢¢ late years kept a public houfe in the City, (but in a genteel
“¢ way) and with his wit, humour, and good liquor (ale) Elf}
“¢ forded his guefts a pleafurable entertainment, efpecially thofe
“¢ of the high-church party.”” Jacoe, Lives of Poets, vol. i
p- 225. Great number of his works were yearly fold into the
Plantations.—Woard, in a book calledApollo’s Maggot, l']L‘C]ElItH‘_{
this account to be a great falfity, protefting that his public houfe
was not in the City, but in Mosrfields. :

VER. 238, 240. Tate—=Shadiell] Two of his predeceflors
in the Laurel,

VERr. 243 With that, a Tear (portenious j»’;ff.*ﬂ of Grace!)
&e.] It is to be obferved that our Poet hath made his H('}‘!'-'a
n imitation of Virgil’s, obnoxious to the tender Paffions. He
was indeed fo given to weeping, that he tells us, when pr}cL
man the player fwore, if he did not make @ goad allor, he'd be
damn’d; ¢ the furprife of being commended by one, wJ'-m had
€¢ been himfelf fo eminent on the ftage, and in fo pofitive @
¢ manner, was more than he could fupport. In a word ([3_}'3
¢ he) it almoft took away my breath, and (laugh if you pleafe) '
¢ fairly drew tears from my eyes.” P. 149. of his Life, oc-
tavo, W.

e e

e e

B TR e i L
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And thrice he lifted high the Birth-day brand; 243

And thrice he dropt it from: his quiv’ring hand ;
Then lights the ftru¢ture, with averted eyes

The rowling' fmokes involve the facrifice,

The op’ning clouds difclofe each work by turns,
Now flames the Cid, and now Perolla burns; 250

VARIATIONS.
VER. 250. Now flames the Cid, &'¢.] In the former Edd,
Now flames old Memnon, now Rodrigo burns,
In one quick flath fee Proferpine expire,
And laft, his own cold ZEfchylus took fire.
Then gufh’d the tears, as from the Trojan’s eyes
When the laft blaze &c.

Var. Now flames old Memnon, now Rodrigo burns,
In one quick flafb fee Proferpine expire.]
Memnon, a hero in the Per/fian Princefs, very apt to take fire;
# appears by thefe lines, with which he begins the play,

By beav’n it fires my frozen blood with rage,

And makes it {cald my aged trunk.
Rdrigo, the chief petfonage of the Perfidious Brother (a play
written between Tibbald and a Watchmaker.) The Rapeof Pro-
Jerpine, one of the Farces of this author, in which Ceres fetting
fire to a corn. field, endangered the burning of the Play-houfe.

Var. dnd laft, his own cold Adchylus ook fire.] He had been
(to ufe an expreffion of our Poet) about A [chylus for ten years,
and had received fubfcriptions for the fame, but then went about
other books. ‘The charafter of this tragic Poet is Fire and
Boldnefs in a high degree, but our author fuppofes it very much
cooled by the tranflation : upon fight of a fpecimen of which
Was made this Epigram,

¢ Alas! poor Z [chylus I unlucky Dog!

* Whom once a Lobfer kill’d, and now a Log.

But this is 2 grievous error, for Z [chylus was not flain by the fall
ota Lobfter on his head, but of a Tortoife, #z/7 Val. Max. L. ix,
“p. 12, SCRIEL.
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Great Cafar roars, and hiffes in the fires ;
. King John in filence modeftly expires :

No merit now the dear Nonjuror claims,
Moliere’s old ftubble in a moment Aames,

ReEmMARrRK

VER.250. Nout f'mru the Cid, & ¢.] In the firft notes on the
Dunciad it W’JH fml that this Author was particularly excellent
at I'ragedy. <] lm (fays he) is as unjuft as to fay I could
 not dance on a Rope.” But certain it s that he i‘:ehi at-
tempted to dance on this Rope, and fell moft thamefully, ha
ing produced no lefs than four Trage Elt“ (the names of .f]'uc
the Poet preferves in thefe few line: 1) the three firlt of them
were fairly printed, acted, and damned ; the fourth fupprefled

in fear of the like treatment.

VER. 2§73. the dear Nonjuroy— Mokicre’s old Subble] A Co-
medy threfhed out of Moliere’s Tartuffe, and fo much [!"-i
Tranflator’s favourite, that he aflues us all our author’s diflike

to it could only arife from difaffedlion to the Govermment :

\J'!

(-""'f .‘fl?t!rh:l ..C. L‘/ .h:, 7 r‘,."'r!f"u F"-’hl’ I,IL‘M ]\..n’f
Lf."' iy J‘u_a (:ufu 3 ?u i):f,"r.{, ?f; ;‘? 3 }1‘1 .!'rzi. BHotls

He aflures us, that ¢“when he had the honour to kifs his Ma-
€c Wits

j{iﬂtj s h,\m. upon prefenting his dedication of it, he
¢¢ gracioufly pleafed, out -:rf his Royal bounty, to order him
L two hx”ll.];{:i_i E.‘-‘OI.IHL‘; If_,ul 1 fﬁlﬂ.ki h"-b h(_ d[_) “31'.-: not 3’,? 1eUel
k¢ ;I'I'JTI; lJ.’:

I_‘.IITATIO_‘{S.

o b .sa,j

VER, 248, And thrice he lifted high the Birth-day
Owid, of Althza on a like OLL.lllf'ln, m"mnf her offspring:

Tum conata f}:r.‘m: f(.r,,.?,..; IMponere [o1yem,

{H_-" (14 -}'.f L€} .'.’-:,-'.).'..: i

v

----------
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Tears guth’d again, as from pale Priam’s eyes 2535
When the laft blaze fent Ilion to the fkies.
Rowz'd by the light, old Dulnefs heav’d the head,
Then fnatch’d a fheet of Thulé from her bed,
Sudden fhe flies, and whelms it o’er the pyre;

Down fink the flames, and with a hifs expire, 260

REMARKS.

VER. 256, When the laft blaze fent [ion 1o the Jkies.] See
Viegll, ZEn. ii. where I would advife the reader to perufe the
ftory of Troy’s deftruction, rather than in Wynkyn. But I
caution him alike in both to beware of a moft grietous error,
that of thinking, it was brought 2bout by T know not what T7s-
jan Horfe ; there never having been any fuch thing. For, firft,
it was not Trgjan, being made by the Greeks; and, fecondly,
1t was not a borfe, but a mare. This is clear from many veges
in Virgil ;

——— Uterumgque armato milite complent, e
Inclufos utero Danaos

Cana horfe be faid Uters gerere? Again,

———— Uterogue recuffa,

Lnfonuere cave
—— Atque utero [onitum guater arma dedere.
Nay, is not exprefly faid
Seandit fatalis machina muros
Feeta armis —

How is it poffible the word fwte can agree with a horfe 2
And indeed can it be conceived that the chafte and virgin Goddefs
Pallas would employ herfelf in forming and fafhioning the Male
G that fpecies 7 But this fhall be proved to a demonflration in
our Virgil reftored. SCRIBL.

VER. 258. Thulé] An unfinifhed poem of that name, of
wiich one fheet was printed many years ago, by Amb. Philips,
anorthern author. It is an ufual method of putting out a fire,
Wealt wet {heets upon it, Seme critics have been of opinjon
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Her ample prefence fills up- all the place;

A vell of fogs dilates: her awful face :

Great in her charms | as when on Shrieves and May'rs
She looks, and breathes herfelf into their airs.

She bids him- wait her to her facred Dome: = 265
Well pleas’d he enter’d, and confefs’d his home.
So Spirits ending their terreftrial race,

Afcend, and recognize their Native Place.

VarRsATIONS.
After 3. 268. in the former Edd. followed thefe two lines,
Raptur’d, he gazes round the dear retreat,
And in {weet numbers celebrates the feat.

Var. And in fweet numbers celebrates the feat.] He writ a
poem call’d the Cave of Poverty, which concludes with a very
extraordinary.wifh, ¢ That fome great genius, or man of di-
¢ ftinguifh’d merit may be farved, in order to celebrate her
€< power, and defcribe her Cave.” It was printed in oftavo 1715

REMARKS,
that this fheet was of the nature of the Afbeftos, which cannot
be confumed by fire: But I rather think it an allegorical allu-
fion to the coldnefs and heavinefs of the writing. ey
VER. 265. facred Dome :] Where he no fooner enters, but
he reconnoitres the place of his original ; as Plato fays the fpi-
gits fhall, at their entrance into the celeftizl regions. '

IMiTaTIONS,.
2 s - ? .
Y. 263. Greatin-her charms ! as when on Shricves and May'ts
She looks and breathes ber[elf into their airs.]
szmr_z parens confeffa Deam g::{:f'{/'grf{ videri =
Celicolis, & quanta folet —— Virg. En. 1

Lt letor oculis t’?ﬁav;} Danores. Id AEn. b
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This the Great Mother dearer held than all 269

The clubs of Quidnuncs, or her own Guildhall :

Here ftood her Opium, here fhe nurs’d her Owls,

And here fhe plann’d th’ Imperial feat of Fools.
Here to her Chofen all her works the thews ;

Profe {well’d to verfe, verfe loit’ring into profe :

How random thoughts now meaning chance to find,

Now leave all meinory of fenfe behind : 276

How Prologues into Prefaces decay,

And thefe to Notes are fritter’d quite away -

How Index-learning turns no {tudent pale,

Yet holds the eel of fcience by the tail : 28a

How, with lefs reading than makes felons fcape,

Lefs human genius than God gives an ape,

Small thanks to France, and none to Rome or Greece,

A paft, vamp’d, future, old, reviv’'d, new piece,

ReEmMARKS.

VERr. 269. Great Mother] Magna mater, here applied to
Dulnefs, The Quidnuncs, a name given to the ancient mem-
bers of certain political clubs, who were conftantly enquiring
quid nunc 2 what news ?

IMITATIONS.
F P r
VERr, 26q. This the Great Mother, &3¢.]
Urbs antiqua fuit
Quam Funo fertur terris magis omnibus unem
Pofthabita coluiffe Samo : hic illius arma,
Hic currus fuit : hic regnum Dea gentibus effe
(8i qua fata finant ) jam tum tenditgue fovetque, Virg, .1,
2
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*T'wixt Plautus, 1*‘1(:{1:11013 Shakefpear,and Corneille,

Can make a Cibber, Fibbald, or Ozell, 286
‘The Goddefs then, o’er his anointed head,

Nith myftic werds, the facred Opium {hed.

REmMmarks,

2.86. ?é}’uﬁ.s.’lﬁ] Lewis Tibbald (as pronounc {‘L‘ or
Theobald (as writte n) was bred an Attor 1r:'\, and fon to an
Attorney (fays Mr. me of Sittenburn in Kent, He was
Author of fome fore gotten P ].-:},-'ﬁ T'ranflations, and other pieces.
He was concerned in a L paper called the Cenfor, and a Tranf
lation of Ovid. << There s 4 notorious Idiot, one m_‘nt W ha
chum, who, from an under-fpur-leather to the Law, is lJLf'
come zn Juuia.—h.uppn,x to_the Play-houfe, who hath lately
bm.dt]rlcu '..- e Metamorpofes of Ovid by a vile Tranflation,
e Ih v is concérned in an .mpuum nt paper called
€ the ‘c.'r.'-.'." > DEnNis Rem. on Pope’s Hom. P95 1D:
Ibid. Oze/)] 4'*.'1“ John Ozell (if we credit My, Jacob)
did go to fchool in IL'\.(.II.L;J[“"(} where fomebody lefe hint
<= _ja‘,'.f.f sing to live on, when he fhall retire from bufinefs. He
“¢ was defigned -to be fent 1o Cambridge, in ofder for prieft-
¢ hood ; but he chofe rather to be 1".‘1..(.1,,(1 In an sffice of ac-
¢ coun fn in the City, b eing qualified for the fame by his fkill
in ..fm:rf"-"-',-w', and wri iting tlu. neceflary bands, He has ob-
<< liged tm world with J].JI",’ tranflations of French Plays
J.xm;h, Lives of Dram. _/) 15, P. 198.

Mr. Jacob’s characer ;‘u r. Ozell feems vaftly thort of his
merits, and he du ght to have further juftice done hi m, having
{ince 1u] confuted all Sarcafins on his learni; )g and genius, by an
advertilt mc-:t of Sept. 20, 1729. in a paper (.u”ut the Weekly
Medle Ys O¢, ¢ As to my learning, this envious Wretch | knew,
“¢ and every body knows, that the whole bench of Bifbaps,
¢¢ long ago, were pleafed to give me a pur /e of guineas, for dif-

(44

[ 44

€C

5
T
{
i

not

J
“¢ covering the erroncous tra nflations of the {_‘cmmcuz--p]'n}‘t‘:'
. N el g | ? = =t N AT
e ]LJLLU;_EleL-1-~ Spanifh, French, Italian, &, _-xa for my
¢ genius, h:t M. Lit_]l“([ {lzcw better verfes | P”P*
<C

€< late Lord IJ. ']l-.“?\ was o ')]-“Hg,(] with, that hl_- ;ur“"n.hmtlt-

'1.|-
'

1 im with leave to dcdm.n_ It to him, &5¢, &g, Let him

works, than Ozell’s verfion of Boileau’s “ut*m, which the
1
t
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And lo! her bird, (a monfter of a fowl,
Something betwixt a Heideggre and owl,) 290
Perch’d on his crown. *¢ All hail ! and hail again,
My fon ! the promis’d land expeéts thy reign.
Know, Eufden thirfts no more for fack or praife;

He fleeps among the dull of ancient days ;

VarRIATIONS.
VER. 293, Know, Eufden &¢.] in the former Edd.

Know, Settle cloy'd with cuftard, and with praife,
Is gather’d to- the dull of ancient days,

Safe where no critics damn, no duns moleft,
Where Gildon, Banks, and high-born Howard reft.
I fee a King ! who leads my chofen fons

To lands that flow with clenches and with puns :
Till each fam’d theatre my empire own ;

Till Albion, as Hibernia, blefs my throne!

I fee! I fee ! —Then rapt fhe fpoke no more,
God fave King Tibbald ! Grubftreet alleys roar.
50 when Jove’s block &ec.

REmARrRK s,

P 1

““ {hew better and truer Poetry in the Rape of the Lock, than
¢ in Ozell’s Rape of the Bucket (/e Secchia rapita.) And M ,
“ Toland and Mr. Gildon publicly declared Ozell's tranfla-
¢ tion of Homer 1o be, as it was prior, {o likewife [fuperior to
¢ Pope's.—Surely, furely,<every man is free to deferve well
‘¢ of his country !"”* Joun OzEeLL.

We cannot but f{ubfcribe to fuch reverend tefimonies, as

VER. 290. 4 Heideggre] A ftrange bird from Switzerland,
and not (as fome have fuppofed) the name of an eminent per
fon who was a man of parts, and, as was faid of Petroius,
Arbiter Elegantionwm.

H

T
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Safe, where no Critics damn, no duns moleft, 293
Where wretched Withers, Ward, and Gildon reft,
And high-born Howard, more majeftic fire,
With Fool of Quality compleats the quire.
Thou, Cibber ! thou, his Laurel fhalt fupport,
Folly, my fon, has ftill a Friend at Court. 300
Lift up your Gates, ye Princes, fee him come !
Sound, found ye Viols, be the Cat-call dumb !
Bring, bring the madding Bay, the drunken Vine;
The creeping, dirty, courtly Ivy join.

And thou! his Aid de camp, lead on my fons, 303
Light-arm’d with Points, Antithefes, and Puns.

REMmARKS.

VER. 206. Withers,] See on ver. 146.

Ibid. Gildon] Charles Gildon, a writer of criticifms and libels
of the lalt age, bred at St. Omer’s with the Jefuits ; but re-
nouncing pogt,r}, he publifhed Blount’s books againft the divi-
nity of me, the Oracles of Reafon, é9¢. He {'rrm ized him-
felf as a critic, hmmj written fome very bad PI&.‘.'« ; abufed Mr.
P. very fcandaloufly in an anonymous pamphlct of the Life of
Mr. Wycherley, prantt.d by Curl ; in another, called the New
Rehearfal, printed in 17143 ina thnd, entitled the Complete
Art of Ln :ﬂl Poetry, in two volumes ; and others,

VER. 297. Howard,] Hon. Edward Howard, author of the
Britifh Princes, and a great numbeér of wundf.rful pieces, cele-
brated by the late Earls of JJULIE‘ and Rochefter, Duke of
Buu;mﬁlmn‘ Mr, Waller, &9,

IMITATIONS
VER. 304. The creeping, dirtyy courtly Tvy join.]
—— Quorum Imagines lambunt,

Hederer feguaces. Perf.
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Let Bawdry, Billinfgate, my daughters dear,

Support his front, and Oaths bring up the rear:

And under his, and under Archer’s wing, 309
Gaming and Grub-ftreet fkulk behind the King.

O! when fhall rife a Monarch all our own,
And], a Nurfing-mother, rock the throne;
"T'wixt Prince and People clofe the Curtain draw,
Shade him from Light, and cover him from Law 3
Fatten the Courtier, ftarve the learned band, 315
And fuckle Armies, and dry-nurfe the land :

REMARES

VER. 309, 310. under Archer’s wing,—Gaming, &c.] When
the Statute againit Gaming was drawn up; it was repruﬂ:ntcd,
that the King, by ancient cuftom, plays at Hazard onc night
in the year ; and therefore a claufe was inferted, with an ex=
ception as to that particular. Under this pretence, the Groom-
porter had 2 Room appropriated to Gaming all the fummer the
Court was at Kenfington, which his Majefty accidentally being
acquainted of, with a juft indignation prohibited. It is re-
ported the fame practice is yet continued wherever the Court
re:ﬁdeg, and the Hazard Table there open to all the profefled
(Gamefters in town.

Greateft and jufteft Sov’ REIGN U hnow you this?
Alas | no more, than Thames’ calm head can knsw
IWhafe meads bis arms drotwn, or whofe corn ¢erflow.
Donne to Queen Eliz
ITMITATIONS.
,;1 ER. 311. O/ when fhall rife a Monarch, &5¢.] Boileau, Lu-
trin, Chant. 1L
r Ao
f Jffﬁ'.'f ! 19'::_ e/t devenu cet tems, cet heureux tems,
Oit les Rois s henoraient du nom de Faineans : Z'¢.
Voi. V. H »

-
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"Till Senates nod to Lullabies divine,
And all be fleep, as at an Ode of thine.

She ceas’d. Thenfivellsthe Chapel-royal throat:

God fave king Cibber ! mounts in ev’ry note. 320
Familiar White’s, God fave king Colley ! cries;
God fave king Colley | Drury-lane replies :

To Needham’s quick the voice triumphal rode,
But pious Needham dropt the name of God ;
Back to the Devil the laft echoes roll, 323
And Coll ! each Butcher roars at Hockley-hole.
So when Jove’s block defcended from on high
(As fings thy great forefather Ogilby) !

REmMARKS.

VER. 319. Chapel-royal] The Voices and Inftruments ufed
in the fervice of the Chapel-royal being alfo employed in the
performance of the Birth-day and New-year Odes.

VER. 324. But pious Needbam] A Matron of great fame,
and very religious in her way ; whofe conftant prayer it was,
that the might ¢ get enough by her profeffion to leave it off in
““ time, and make her peace with God.” But her fate was not
fo bappy ; for being conviGted, and fet in the pillory, fhe was
(to the lafting fhame of all her great Friends and Votaries) fo ill
ufed by the populace, that it put an end to her days.

VER. 325. Back 2o the Devil] The Devil Tavern in Fleet-
ftreet, where thefe Odes are ufually rehearfed before they are
performed ar Court.  Upon which a Wit of thofe times made
this Epigram,

When Laureates make odes, Do you afk of what fort ?
Do you afk if they’re good, or are evil ?
You may judge—From the Devil they come to the Court,
And go from the Court to the Devil. i
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Loud thunder to its bottom thook the bog,
And the hoarfe nation croak’d, God fave King Log !

REMARKS.

Ver. 323.—0535!!@)——@051 fave king Log 17> See Ogilby’s
Afop’s Fables, where, in the ftory of the Frogs and their
King, this excellent hemiftic is to be found.

Our Author manifefts here, and elfewhere, a prodigious ten-
dernefs for the bad writers. We fee he feleéts the only good
paflage, perhaps, in a1l that ever Ogilby writ; which fhews
how candid and patient a reader he muft have been. What
can be more kind and affectionate than thefe words in the pre-
face to his Poems, where he Lsbours to call up all our huma-
nity and forgivenefs toward thefe unlucky men, by the molt
moderate reprefentation of their cafe that has ever been given
by any author ! Much may be faid to extenuate the fault of
¢ bad poets : What we call a genius is hard to be diftinguith-
¢t ed, by a man himfelf, from a prevalent inclination : And if
¢ it be never fo great, he can at Gt difcover it no other way
¢ than by that firong propenfity which renders him the more
¢¢ Yiable to be miftaken. He hasno other method but to make

¢ the experiment, by writing, and fo appealing t© the judg-
¢ ment of others : And if he happens to write ill: (which is
144

certainly no fin in itfelf) be 1s :mmediately made the object
< of ridicule! I wifh we had the humanity to reflect, that even
¢ the worlt authors might endeavour to pleafe us, and, in that en-
deavour, deferve fomething at our hands. We have no caufe
“ to quarrel with them, but for their obftinacy in perfifting,
¢ and even that may admit of alleviating circumftances : For
€ their partir.‘ular friends may be either ignorant, or unfincere 3
¢¢ and the reft of the world too well bred to fhock them with
¢ 2 truth which generally their bookfellers are the firft that
s inform them of.”

But how much all indulgence is loft upon thefe people may
appear from the juft refle€tion made on their conftant conduct
and conftant fate, in the following Epigram :

¢ Ye little Wits, that gleam’d a while,
¢« When Pope vouchfaf’d a ray,
¢« Alas ! depriv’d of his kind {mile,
s How foon ye fade away !
" H 3

(19
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“ To compafs Pheebus® car about,
(T |

['bus empty vapours rife ;
¢ Each lends his cloud, to put him out,
¢ “That rear’d him to the fkies.

€ Alas ! thofe fkies are not your {phere ;

¢ There He fhall ever burn :

““ Weep, weep, and fall | for Earth ye were,
* And muft to Earth return,

The End of the FrrsT Booxk,
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