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ADVERTISEMENT

To the FirsT ED1T10N With Notes,

in Quarto, 17249.

T will be fufficient to fay of this edition, that the reader

has here a much more correét and complete copy of the
BDuxcrap, than has hitherto appear’d. I cannot anfwer but
fome miftakes may have flipt into it, but a vaft number of others
will be prevented by the names being now not only fet at
length, but juftified by the authorities and reafons given. 1
make no doubt, the author’s own motive to ufe rcal rather
than feign’d names, was his care to preferve the innocent from
any falle application ; whereas in the former editions, which had
no more than the initial letters, he was made, by keys printed
here, to hurt the inoffenfive ; and (what was worfe) to abufe
his friends, by an impreflion at Dublin,

‘The commentary which attends this poem was fent me from
feveral bands, and confequently muft be unequally written; yet
will have ene advantage over moft commentaries, that it is not
made upon conjeCtures, or at a remote diftance of time: And
the reader capnot-but derive one pleafure from the very Oé-
SJeurity of the perfons it treats of, that it partakes of the nature
of a Secret, which moft people love to be let into, tho’ the
men or the things.be ever {o inconfiderable or trivial.

Of the Perfons it was judg’d proper to give fome account :
For fince it is'only in this monument that they muft expeét to
furvive (and here furvive they will, as long as the Englith
tongue fhall remain fuch as it was in the reigns of Queen ANNE
and king GEORGE,) it feem’d but humanity to beftow a word
or two upon each, juft to tell what he was, what he writ,
when he livid, and when he died. _

If a word or two more are added upon the chief offenders,
’tis only as a paper pinn’d upon the breaft, to mark the enor-
mities for which they fuffer’'d; left the correétion only fhould

be remember’d, and the crime forgotten.
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Tn fome articles it was thought fufficient, barely to tranfcribe !
from Jacob, Curl, and other writers of their own rank, who e
were much better acquainted with them than any of the authors E
of this comment can pretend to be. Moft of them had drawn '
cach other’s characters on certain occafions ; but the few here
‘nferted are all that could be faved from the general deftruction
of fuch works.

Of the part of Scriblerus I need fay nothing ; his manner is
well enough known, and approv’d by all but thofe who are
tgo much concern’d to be judges. :

The Imitations of the Ancients are added, to gratify thofe (l
who either never read, or may have forgotten them ; together
with fome of the parodies and allufions to the moft excellent of ;
the Moderns. If, from the frequency of the former, any man |
think the poem too much a Cento, our poet will but appear to bl
have done the fame thing in jeft which Boileau did in carneft ; 3
and upon which Vida, Fracaftorius, and many of the moft emi- ::
nent Latin poets, profefledly valued themfelves.
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IV,
ADVERTISEMENT
To the FirsT EpiTion of i

The FourTH Boox of the DUNCIAD,
when printed feparately in the Year 1742.

the three firft books of the Dunciad, that we publifh this il
Fourth. It was found merely by accident, in taking a furvey ‘«
of the Library of a late eminent nobleman ; but in fo blotted 2
condition, and in fo many detach’d picces, as plainly fhewed it
to be not only incorrel?, but unfinifbed. 1hat the author of the
three firfk books had a defign to extend and complete his poem il
:n this manner, appears irom the differtation j refix'd to 1t, |
where it is faid, that the defign 15 more extenjivés and that we l

‘K? E apprehend it can be deemed no injury to the author of I |
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