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Tn fome articles it was thought fufficient, barely to tranfcribe !
from Jacob, Curl, and other writers of their own rank, who e
were much better acquainted with them than any of the authors E
of this comment can pretend to be. Moft of them had drawn '
cach other’s characters on certain occafions ; but the few here
‘nferted are all that could be faved from the general deftruction
of fuch works.

Of the part of Scriblerus I need fay nothing ; his manner is
well enough known, and approv’d by all but thofe who are
tgo much concern’d to be judges. :

The Imitations of the Ancients are added, to gratify thofe (l
who either never read, or may have forgotten them ; together
with fome of the parodies and allufions to the moft excellent of ;
the Moderns. If, from the frequency of the former, any man |
think the poem too much a Cento, our poet will but appear to bl
have done the fame thing in jeft which Boileau did in carneft ; 3
and upon which Vida, Fracaftorius, and many of the moft emi- ::
nent Latin poets, profefledly valued themfelves.
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IV,
ADVERTISEMENT
To the FirsT EpiTion of i

The FourTH Boox of the DUNCIAD,
when printed feparately in the Year 1742.

the three firft books of the Dunciad, that we publifh this il
Fourth. It was found merely by accident, in taking a furvey ‘«
of the Library of a late eminent nobleman ; but in fo blotted 2
condition, and in fo many detach’d picces, as plainly fhewed it
to be not only incorrel?, but unfinifbed. 1hat the author of the
three firfk books had a defign to extend and complete his poem il
:n this manner, appears irom the differtation j refix'd to 1t, |
where it is faid, that the defign 15 more extenjivés and that we l

‘K? E apprehend it can be deemed no injury to the author of I |
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mmay expeét other epifodes to complete it : And from the declara-
tion in the argument to the third book, that the accomplifbment
of the ?’prf?”:zcs therein, would be the theme hereafier of a greater
Dunciad.  But whether or no he be the author of this, we de-
clare ourfelves ignorant. If he be, we are no more to be
blamed for the publication of ity than Tucca and Varius for that
of the laft {ix books of the ZEneid, tho’ perhaps inferior to the
tormer.

It any perfon be poffefled of a more perfect copy of this work,
or of any other fragments of it, and will communicate them
to the pulvhﬂm, we ihall make the next edition more com-
plete : In which we alfo promife to infert any Criticifins that
thall be publifhed (if at all to the purpofe) with the Names of
the Authors ; or any letters fent us (t‘m’ not to the purpofe)
fhall yet be printed under the title of Epiffole Obfcurorum Vi-
rorum 3 which, together with fome uthms of the fame kind for-
nierly laid by for that end, may make no unpleafant addition
to the future impreffions of this poem.
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ADVERTISEMENT

To the complete EpiT10oN of 1743.

HAVE long had a defign of giving fome fort of Notes on

the works of this poct. Before I had the happinefs of his
acquaintance, I had written a commentary on his E/fay on
Many and have fince finithed another on the E/fuy on Criticifm.
There was one already on the Dunciad, which had met with
general approbation : but I flill thought fome additions were
wanting (of a more ferious kind) to the humorous notes of
Scriblerus, and even to thofe written by Mr. Cleland, Dr. Ar-
butbnot, and others. I had lately - the, pleafure to pafs fome
months with the author in the country, where I prevailed up-
on him to do what I had long defired, and favour me with .his
explanation of feveral paflagesin his works. -It happened that
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