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mmay expeét other epifodes to complete it : And from the declara-
tion in the argument to the third book, that the accomplifbment
of the ?’prf?”:zcs therein, would be the theme hereafier of a greater
Dunciad.  But whether or no he be the author of this, we de-
clare ourfelves ignorant. If he be, we are no more to be
blamed for the publication of ity than Tucca and Varius for that
of the laft {ix books of the ZEneid, tho’ perhaps inferior to the
tormer.

It any perfon be poffefled of a more perfect copy of this work,
or of any other fragments of it, and will communicate them
to the pulvhﬂm, we ihall make the next edition more com-
plete : In which we alfo promife to infert any Criticifins that
thall be publifhed (if at all to the purpofe) with the Names of
the Authors ; or any letters fent us (t‘m’ not to the purpofe)
fhall yet be printed under the title of Epiffole Obfcurorum Vi-
rorum 3 which, together with fome uthms of the fame kind for-
nierly laid by for that end, may make no unpleafant addition
to the future impreffions of this poem.
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ADVERTISEMENT

To the complete EpiT10oN of 1743.

HAVE long had a defign of giving fome fort of Notes on

the works of this poct. Before I had the happinefs of his
acquaintance, I had written a commentary on his E/fay on
Many and have fince finithed another on the E/fuy on Criticifm.
There was one already on the Dunciad, which had met with
general approbation : but I flill thought fome additions were
wanting (of a more ferious kind) to the humorous notes of
Scriblerus, and even to thofe written by Mr. Cleland, Dr. Ar-
butbnot, and others. I had lately - the, pleafure to pafs fome
months with the author in the country, where I prevailed up-
on him to do what I had long defired, and favour me with .his
explanation of feveral paflagesin his works. -It happened that
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sult at that junéture was
him, full of Perfonal Ref s, which furnifhed him with a
lucky opportumnity of improving This Poemy by giving it the only
thing it wanted, a more confiderable Eors. He was always fen-
fible of its defect in that particular, and owned he had let it
pafs with the Hero it had, purely for want of a better; not
entertaining the Jeaft expectation that fuch an one was referved
for this Poft, as has fince obtained the Laurel : But {ince that
had happened, he could no longer deny this juftice either 1o
bim or the Duntiad.

And yet I will venture to fay, there was another motive which
had ]l more weight with our Author: This perfon was one,
who from every Folly (not to fay Vice) of which another would
be afhamed, has conitantly derived a Varity 3 and therefore
was the man in the warld who would leaft be burt by its
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VI.
ADVERTISEMENT

Printed in the JOURNALS, 1730.
J - P

v7HEREAS, upon occafion of certain Pieces relating to

¥ the Gentlemen of the Dunciad, fome have been willing
to {ugoelt, as if they Jlooked upon them as an abufe : we cando
no lefs than own, it is our opinion, tiat to call thefe Gentle-
man bad authers is no fort of abufe, but a great truth. We
cannot alter this epinion without fome reafon ; but we promile
to do it in refpect to every perfon who thinks it an injury to be
reprefented as no Wi, or Poet, provided he procures a Certi-
ficate of his being really fuch, from any three of his companions
s the Dunciad, or from Mr. Dennis finglys who Is eftecmed
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