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SHARKRACTERS

O F
Mr. DRYDEN and Mr. POPE.

As drawn by certain of their Contemporaries.

Mr. DRYDEN.

His PorrTrcs, Rericron, MorarLs.

M R. Dryden is a mere renegado from monarchy, poetry,
and good fenfe *. A true republican fon of monarchical
Church® A republican Atheift <, Dryden was from the be-
ginning an aANemeocarA@-s and I doubt not will continye fo
to the lait¥,

In the poem call’d Abfalom and Achitophel are notorioufly
traduced, The King, the QuEEN, the LorDs and GexnTre-
MEN, not only their honourable perfons expofed, but the whole
NATION and its REPRESENTATIVES notorioufly libell’d, It
Is feandalum magnatum, yea of Ma JEsSTY itfelf*,

* Milbourn on Dryden's Vir- ? pag. 8
gil, 8vo. 1698. p. 6, © Whip and Key, 4to. printed
® pag. 38. ¢ pag. 19z, | tor R. Janeway, 1682z, Preface.
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CHARACTERS
OF 1l
Mr. POPE and Mr. DRYDEN.

As drawn by certain of their Contemporaries.

Mr. POPE,

His PoritTics, RELIGION, MoORALS,

! R. Pope is an open and mortal enemy to his country, and
M the commonwealth of learning?®. Some call him a popifh
whig, which is direétly inconfiftent ®, Pope, as a papift, mult
be a tory and high flyer®. He is both a whig and tory <.

He hath made it his cuftom to cackle to more than one party
in their own fentiments®.

In his Mifcellanies, the Perfons abufed are, The King, the
QueenN, His late MaAajESTY, both Houfes of PARLIAMENT,
the Privy-Council, the Benich of Bismors, the Eftablifh’d
CuurcH, the prefent MiNIsTRY, &c. To make Senfe of
fome paflages, they muft be conftrued into RoyaLr ScANDAL'.

2 Dennis’s Rem. on the Rape d Dennis, Chara&ter of Mr. P. { ]
of the Lock, Pref. p. xi ¢ Theobald, Letter in Mift's |

b Dunciad diffetted. Journal, June 22, 1728.

¢ Pref. to Gulliveriana. |~ fLift, attheend of 3 Collec-

3
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He looks upon God’s gofpel as a foolifh fable, like the Pope,
to whom he is a pitiful purveyorf. = His very chriftianity may
be quef’cim'u::a:ig He ought to expeét more feverity than other
men, as he is moft unmerciful in his own refleCtions on others ™.
With as good a right as his Holinefs, he fets up for poetical in-
fallibility .

Mr. DRY DE N only a Verfifier.

His whole Libel is all bad matter, beautify’d (which is all that
can be faid of it) with good metre ¥, Mor. Dryden’s genius did not
appear in any thing more than bis Verfification, and whether he
is to be ennobled for that only, is a queftion .

Mr. DRYDENs VircrL,

Tonfon calls it Dryden’s Virgil, to thew that this is not that
Virgil fo admir’d in the Auguftzan age; but a Virgil of an-
other ftamp, a filly, impertinent, nonfenfical writer ®. None
but a Bavius, a.Mzvius, or a Bathyllus carp’d at Virgil ; and
none but {fuch unthinking Vermin admire his Tranflator . It
is true, foft and eafy lines might become Ovid’s Epiftles or Art
of Love — But Virgil, who is all great and majeftic, &c. re-
quires ftrength r:»F]mr:c, weight of words, and clofenefs of ex-
preflions; not an ambling "Mufe running on Carpet-ground,
and fhod as lightly as a Newmarket-racer —He has number-
lefs faults in bis Author’s meaning, and in propriety of ex-
preffion °.

Mr. DRYD EN underftood no Greek nor Latin,

Mr, Dryden was once I have heard, at Weftminfter fchool :
Dr. Bufby ‘would have whipt him for fo childith a Paraphrafe *.
The meaneft Pedant in England would whip a Lubber of twelve
for conftruing {o abfurdly 9. The Tranflator is mad, every line
betrays his Stupidity . 'The faults are innumerable, and con-
vince me that Mr. Dryden did not, or would not underftand his

f Ibid. m Milbourn, pag. 2.
¢ Milbourn, p. g. o Pag. 35.
h Tbid. p. 175. i pag. 0. © Pag. 22, and 192,
k W hip and Key, Pref. P Milbourn, p. 72.
I Oldmixon, Eii.t} on Criti- 9 Pag. 203.

cifm, p. 84. r Pag, 78.
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He isa Pnp[{h Rhymefter, bred up with a contempt of the
Sacred Writings &. His Religion allows him to d;,;ﬁ"u}! Here-
tu' s, not only “with his pen, but with fire and fword ; and fuch
were all thofe unha ppy Wits whom be facr ificed to his accurfed

s
F
1

Popifh Principles®. It deferved Vengeance to fugge

t, that
Mt. Pope had lefs Infallibility than his Namefake at Rome .

Mr, P O PE only a Verfifier

The fmooth numbers of the Dunciad are all that recommend
it, nor has it any other meritk. It muft be owned that he
hath oot a notable knack of thyming and wiiting {mooth verfe '

PVJI!. ]_? O }.J EL, IEO .\.; L',
The Homer which Lintot prints, does not talk like Homer,
but HnC I& e ; and he who tranflated him, one would {wear,
' i | ary for his Parnaflus, and a puddle in fome
.-1-;- n . He has no Admirers among thofe

i ifcern, and judge”

He hath a ]-;11;1c1_ at 1'.11-;1u1‘| verfe, but without either Genius
or good fenfe, or any tolerable knowledge of Englith, The
qualities which -difting uift Homer are the beauties of his Dic-

. Verfification.— H'w this little Au-

zue, has neither fenfe in his Thoughts

tion and the Harmony
thor, who is fo muchin v

SRR e [ IR SECRRS ES R e
noi ;'.'a:‘_’.-lf'.-: Li-Nis LXPreions =.
[ K

T ST b AT s G B L 3 e 1
Ve P O P E underftood no Greek.

3 4 g e T ariap -u- y ha Y aple -
He hath undertaken to tran{late Homer from the Greek, of
which he knows not one word, Into L.-».Il.;, of which he un-
derftands as little P, I wonder how this ; Gentleman would ]f;fﬂn,

thould it be difcover’d, that he has not tranflated ten verfes to-

tion of Verfes, Letters, Adver-

tifements, 8vo. Printed for A.

Moore, 1728, -and the Preface g

to it, p. 0. » Dennis’s Remarks on Fope's
¢ Dennis’'s Remarks on Homer, | Homer, p. 12.

| 1728.
|
|
|
|
s l » Ibid. p. 14.
|

| Charafter of Mr. P. and

Yennis on Hom.

b Preface to Gulliveriana, p.11. o Character of Mr. P. p. 17.
i Dedication to the Colle&ion | and Remarks on Homer, p.91.

of Verfes, Letters, &c. p- 9- p Dennis’s Remarks on Homer,
k- Mift’s Journal of June & lp.12.
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Author®, This fhews how fit Mr. D. may be to tranflate
Homer I A miftake in 2 fingle letter might fall on the Printer
well enough, but 9';‘;@'55 for {)we muft be the error of the Au-
thor : Nor had he art enough to correct it at the Prefst. M.
Dryden wirites for the Court Ladies. — He writes for the Ladies,
and not for ufe”,

The Tranflator puts in a little Burlefque now and then into
Virgil, for a Ragout to his cheated Subfcribers ¥.

Mr. DRYDEN trick’d his Subfcribers,

I wonder that any man, who could not but be confcious of
his own unfitnefs for it, fhould go to amufe the learned world
with fuch an undertaking ! A man ought to value his Reputa-
tion more than Money ; and not to hope that thofe who can
read for themfelves, will be impofed upon, merely by a par-
tially and unfeafonably celebrated Name ¥, Ppetis quidlibet ay-
dend: fhall be Mr. Dryden’s Motto, tho’ it fhould extend to
picking of Pockets”,

Names beftow’d on. Mr, DRYDEN.,

An APE] A crafty Ape dreft up in a gaudy gown—Whips
put into an Ape’s paw, to play pranks with—None but Apith
and Papifh brats will heed him 2.

An Ass.] A Camel will take upon him no more burden than
is {ufficient for his ftrength, but there is another beaft that
crouches under all?,

A Froe.] Poet Squab endued with Poet Maro’s Spirit! an
ugly, croaking kind of Vermin, which would fwell to the bulk
of an Ox?,

A Cowarp.] A Clinias or a Damzetas, or a man of Mr,
Dryden’s own Courage*®,

A Krxave.] Mr Dryden has heard of Paul, the Knave
of Jefus Chrift: And, if I miftake not, I’ve read fomewhere of
John Dryden, Servant to his Majefty .

A Foor.] Had he not been fuch a felf-conceited Fool ¢, —
Some great Poets are pofitive Blockheads®.

A THiING.] 8o little a Thing as Mr. Drydens,

s.ag. 206.  tPag ig, « Milb. p. 105.
¥ Pag. I44. 100, W l’ag. .5.;‘ b ]-’ag. B c Pag. 1;6.
S oag. Tz, ¥ Pag g, ¢ P. 57. « Whipand Key, Pr.

- “’llip and KC}', Pref. *Milbourn, p-34. 81bid. p.35
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gether in any book of Homer with juftice to the Poct, and yet
he dares reproach his fellow-writers with not L:ndcr{’mndhtg
Greek?.  He has ftuck fo little to his Original as to have his
knowledge in Greek call'd in queftion ”. I fhould be giad to
know which it is of all Homer’s Excellencies which has fo de-
lighted the Ladies, and the Gentlemen who judge like Ladies *

But he has a notable talent at Burlefque ; his genius flides fo
naturally into it, that he hath burlefqued Homer without de-
figning it".

Mr. POPE trick'd his Subfcribers.

*Tis indeed fomewhit bold, and almoft prodigious; for a
fingle man to undertake fuch 2 work : But’tis too late to dif
fuade by demonftrating the madnefs of the Projeét. The Sub-
foribers expectations have been rais’d in proportion to what their
Pockets have been drain’d of'. Pope has been concern’d in
Jobs, and hired out his Name to Bookfellers .

Names beffow’d on Mr. P O P E.

An Apg.] Let us take theinitial letter of his Chriftian name,
and the initial and final letters of his furname, viz. AP E, and
they give you the (ame Idea of an Ape as his Face *, &'c.

An Ass.] Itis my duty to pull off the Lion’s {lkin from this
little Afs?.

A Froc.] A fquab fhort Jentleman — a little creature that,
like the Frog in the Fable, fwells, and is angry that it is not
allow’d to be as big as an B ud

A CowARrD.] “A lurking way-laying coward ®.

A KnavEe.] He is one whom God and nature have matk'd

$or want of common honetty "

‘ r > 3 1 g 3 Ly s - S '
A Footr.] Great Fools will be chriften’d by the names ol
T e T TR | s 1T s
great Poets, and Pope will be call’d Homer ©.
i == = o e N o) e
A Tuixg.] A litte abject LhiRg
a Daily Jour. April 23,1728, o e b
o i - . T
Quppl. to the Profund, Pre y Demmis; Rem. on Hom. Pref.
s Oldmixon, Eflay en C > Dennis’s Rem. on the Rape
¢ifm, p. 66. | of the l_.odx'; i*_rcé'. p. 9.
Denni Remarks, p- 28: 2 Char. ef Mr. P. pag: 3.
BT SR D e e b Ibid.
10METIACS, l_r_ 10 G C Lihs D
w Rritith Journ. Nov. 25,1727- ¢ Dennis Rem. on Homer, p-37.
* Dennis, Daily Journal, May d Ibid. p. 8.
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