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PREFACE

Of the Publither of the Surreptitious
Edition, 1735.

E prefume we want no apology to the

reader for this publication, but [ome may
be thought meedful to Mr. Pope : bowever be
cannot think our offence [o great as theirs, who
Jirft feparately publifbed what we bave bere but
colleCied in a better form and order. As for the
letters awe bave procured to be added, they ferve
but to complete, explain, and fometimes Jet in a
true light, thofe others, awhich it was not in the
writer's, or our power to recall,

This colleétion bath been owing to feveral cabi-
nets: fome drawn from thence by accidents, and
others (even of thofe to ladies) voluntarily given.
1t 7s to one of that fex wwe are bebolden for the
whole correfpondence with H. C. efy. which let-
ters being lent ber by that gentleman, fbe took th>
liberty to print ; as appears by the fol bwing,

i T :
Vor. VII, a which
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June 27,1727,

FTERfo'long a filence as the m an}r

and great oppt efltons I have f1 Wh d un-

der have (_}r:c-::ﬁozﬁ.u!, ne is at 2 lofs how to
begin, a, letter to fo I-;ind a friend.as }'ouz'ielt.
But.as it was always my relolution, if I muft
fink, to do it as decently (that is, as filently) as
I conld ; fo when I found myfelf plunged into
unforefeen, ;and unavoidable ruin, I retreated
from the world, and in 2 manner buried my-
felf in 2 difmal phcu, where I knew none, and
none knew me. In this dull unthinking way,
I haye protracted a lingring death (for life it
cannot be called) ever fince you faw me, fe-
queftered from company, deprived of my
books, and nothing left to converfe with, but
the letters of my dead orabfent friends ; among
which latter 1 always placed yours, :md Mr.
Pope’s in the firft rank. I lent fome of them
indeed to an ingenious perfon, who was fo de-
l=gmm with the {pecimen, that he importuned
me for a fight of the re i’[, which having ob-

tained,
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without it. I tl ht them too good to be loft
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in oblivion, and had no cauile to apprehend the
blicine of anv. The public, viz. all perfons
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of tafte and judgmen it wou ld be plealed with
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{o agree wl an amufement ; \1“ ‘romwell

couul not be angry, ﬁi‘.c'.‘:.‘ it was but j ‘,!_um.'c fo
his merit, to publifth the folemn and private
profeffions of love, gratitude, and veneration,
made him by {o celebrated an author ; ; and {in=-
cerely Mr. l’npe ought not to refent the publi-
cation, fince the early pregnancy of his genius
was no dithonour to his character. And yet
had either of you beenafked,. common mo-
defty would have ob liged you to refule, what
you would Tot be dlin eafed with, 1f done
without vour E-:._n::iw.v.'];.:c’;gt. And befz C’ . toend
all lel'ﬁt_l;c_, you had been pleafed to make me

‘-.I,‘.cm, to do what I pleafed with

a free y_\ift of
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them ; and every one KNows, that the perion

J

] i Es S
to whom a letter 'is -addrefled, has the fame
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right to difpofe of it, as he has of ;buw pur-

chafed wit H his money. 1 doubt not but }um‘
generofity and honour will d
- s ¥ o1 T * e L 5 11 1

Ol u-”“!nl- by a line that 1 came honeltly by
them. I flatter myfelf, in 2 few months I thall
again be vifible to the T.JL,]J . and whenever

thro’ good providence that turn thall happen,
Vor. VIIL. b I fhall
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I thall joyfully acquaint you with it, there be-
ing none more truly your obliged fefvant,
than, Sir,

Your faithful, and

moft humble Servant,

E. TuoMAs.

P. S. A Letter, Sir, directed to Mrs, Tho-
mas, to be left at my houfe, will be fafely
tran{mitted to her, by,

Yours, &c.

E. Curri:

To Mr, Pope.

Epfom, July 6, 1727.

HEN thefe letters were firft printed,

I wondered how Curll could come by

them, and could not but laugh at the pompous
title ; fince whatever you wrote to me was hu-
mour, and familiar raillery. As foon as I came
from Epfom, I heard you had been to fee me,
and I writ you a fhort letter from Will’s, that
I longed to fee you. Mr. D s, about that
time charged me with giving them to a mi-
ftrefs, which I pofitively denied : not in the

leaft, at that time, thinking of it; but fome
time after, finding in the News papers Letters
from
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from Lady Packington, Lady Chudleigh, and
Mr. Norris to the fame Sappho or E, T. 1 be-
gan to fear that I was guilty. I have never feen
thefle Letters of Curll's; nor would go to his
fhop about them ; I have not feen this Sappho
alias E. T. thefe feven years.—Her writing,
That 1. gave her *em, to do what I would with
‘em, is {training the point too far, 1 thought
not of it, nor do I think the did then; but fe-
vere neceflity which catches hold of a twig,
has produced all this; which has lain hid, and
forgot, by me fo many years. Curll fent me a
letter: laft week, defiring a pofitive anfwer
about this matter, but finding I would give him
none, he went to E./T. and writ a pofticript
in her long romantick letter; to direct my an-
fwer to his houfe; but they not expecting an
anfwer, fent a young man to me, whofe name,
it {feems, is Pattifon. - I told him I fhould not
write any thing, but T believed it might be {o
as the writ in her letter. T am extremely cona
cerned that my former ‘indifcretion in putting
them into the hands of this Pretteufe, fhould
have given you fo much 'difturbance ; for the
laft thing I fhould do would be to difoblige
you, for whom I have ever preferved the
greateft efteem, and thall ever be, Sir,

Your faithful Friend, and
moft humble Servant,

F

Hexnry CROMWELL,
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To M, POYTE.

A n

Assemtidy 7 -
_"1.1L.':_'J',_!J,., Ly Irfl:?.-

JSF 'HO’ I writ my long narrative from Ep-
fom ’till I was tired, yet was I not fa-

tisfied ; left any doubt fhould reft upon your
mind. I could not make proteftations of my
innocence of a grievous crime ; but I was im-
patient till I came to town, that I might fend
you thofe Letters, as a clear evidence that I was
a perfect ftranger to all their proceeding.
Should I have protefted againit i, after the
printing, it might have been taken for an at-
tempt to decry bis purchafe ; and as the little
exception you have taken has ferved him to
_play his game upon us: for thefe two  years; a
new incident from me might enable him to
play it on for two more.—The great value the
exprefles for all you write, and her paflion for
having them, I believe, was what prevailed
upon me to let her keep them. By the inter-
val of twelve years at leaft, from her poffefiion
to the time of printing them,’tis manifeft, that
T had not the leaft ground to apprehend {uch
a defign : but as people in great ftraits, bring
forth their hoards of old gold and moft valued

jewels ;
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jewels ; fo Sappho had recourfe to her hid trea-
{ure of Letters, and played off not only your’s
to me, but all thofe to herfelf (as the lady’s
laft ftake) into the prefs.—As for me, I hope,
when you fhall cooly confider the many thou-
fand inftances of our being deluded by the fe-
males, fince that great Original of Adam by
Eve, you will ‘have “a more favourable
thought of ‘the undefigning error of

Your Faithful Friend,

and humble Servant,

Henry CroMwELL,

Now fhould our apology . for this publica-
tion 'be ‘as 11l received, as the lady’s feems to
bave been by the gentlemen concerned ; awe
Shall at leaft have Her Comfort, of being
thanked by the reft of the aworld.  Nor bhas
Mr. P. bimfelf any great caufe to think it
much offence to his modefly, or refleétion on
bis judgment ; when we take care to inform
the public, that there are few Letters of
bis in. this collection, which were not wrif-
ten under ‘twenty years of ‘age : ‘on the other
band, we doubt not' the reader will be much

b3 more
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more furprized to find, at that early perid,
fo much wariety Gf f{-’}‘fﬂ, | g‘?l’.ﬁing : ﬁ?.!fz.f?.’e‘;'ﬂf,
and. juftnefs of eriticifu, in pieces which muft
bave been writ in hafte, very. few perbaps
ever reviewed, and none intended for the eye

of the public.
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