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MEMOIRS of B.P
CLERK of this PARTSH.

ADVERTISEMENT.

The Original of the following extraordinary ‘Treatife
confifted of two large Volumes in' Folio whith
might juftly be intitled, 7he Importance of @ Man to
bimfeif : But, as it can be of very little to any body
befides, Thave contented myfelf to ‘give only this
(Hort Abffaét of it; 4s a' Tafte of the true Spirit of
Memoir-Writers.

N the name of the Lord. Amen. I, P.P.

by the Grace of God, Clerk of this Parifh,
writeth this Hiftory.

Ever fince I arrived at the age of difcretion, 1
had a call to take upon me the funétion of a Pa-
tifh-cletk ; and to that end, it feemed unto me
meet and profitable to affociate myfelf with the
parifh-clerks of this Land; {fuch I mean, as were
right worthy in their calling, men of a clear and
fweet voice, and of becoming gravity.

Now it came to pafs, that I was born in the,
year of our Lord Anno Domini 1655, the year
wherein our worthy benefactor, Efquire Bret, did
add one Bell to the ring of this Parith.  So that
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it hath been wittily faid, ¢ That one and the fame
¢ day did give to this our Church two rare gifts,
¢ its great Bell and its Clerk.

Even when I was at {chool, my miftrefs did
ever extol me above the reft of the youth, in that
I had a laudable voice. And it was further-more
obferved, that I took a kindly affection unto that
Black letter in which our Bibles are printed. Yea,
often did I exercife myfelf in finging godly bal-
lads, fuch as The Lady and Death, The Children
in the Wood, and Chevy-Chace; and not, like
other children, in lewd and trivial ditties. More-
over, while I was a boy, I always adventured fo
lead the pfalm next after Mafter William Harris,
my predeceflor, who (it muft be confeffed to the
Glory of God) was a moft excellent Parith-clerk
in that his day.

Yet be it acknowledged, that at-the age of fix-
teen I became a Company-keeper, being led into
idle converfation by my extraordinary love to Ring-
ing; infomuch, that in a fhort time I wasac-
quainted with every fett of bells in the whole
country : Neither could I be prevailed upon to
abfent myfelf from Wakes, being called thercun‘to
by the hacniony of the fteeple. - While I was i
thefe focieties, I gave myfelf up to unfpiritual
paftimes, fuch as wreftling, dancing, and cudgel-
playing ; fo that I often returned to my father’s
houfe with a broken pate. I had my head broken
at Milton by Thomas Wyat, as we played a bout
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ot two for an Hat that-was edged with filver gal-
loon. But in the year following I broke the head
of Henry Stubbs, and obtained an hat not inferior
to the former. At Yelverton T encountred George
Cummins, Weaver, and behold my head was
broken a fecond time ! At the wake of Waybrook
I engaged William Simkins, Fanner, when lo!
thus was my head broken a third

blood trickled therefrom. But I adminiftred to
my comfort, faying within myfelf, « What man
« is there, howfoever dextrous in any craft, who
““is for aye on his guard A week after I had a
bafesborn child laid unto me 3 for in the days of
my youth I was looked upon as a follower of ve-
nereal fantafies: Thus was I led into fin by the
comelinefs of Sufanna Smith, who firfktempted me
and then put me fo thame ; for indeed {he was a

time, and much

maiden of a feducing eye, and pleafant feature. |
humbled myfelf before the Juftice, 1 acknowledg-
ed my crime to our Curate; and to do away mine
offences and make her fome attonement, Wwas
joined to her in holy wedlock on the fabbath day
following,

How often do thofe things which feem unto
us misfortunes, redound to our adx-*ﬂntﬂguf For
the Minifter (who had long look’d on Sufanna.as
the moft lovely of his pari{hiuncrs) liked fo well
of my demeanour, that he recommended me to
the honour of being his Clerk, which was then

]
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become yacant by the deceafe of good Mafter Wil-
liam Hagris.

Here ends the firft chapter ;s after which follww
Jifty or fixty pages of bis ameurs in general, and that
particular one with Sufanna bis prefent Wife; but I
proceed to chapter the ninth,

No fooner was I elected into mine office, butI
layed afide the powder'd gallantries of my youth,
and became a new man. I confidered myfelf as in
fome wife of ecclefiaftical dignity, fince by wear-
ing a band, which is no fmall part of the orna-
ment of our Clergy, I might not unworthily be
deemed, as it were, a thred of the linen veftment
of Aaron,

Thou may'ft conceive, O reader, with what
concern T perceived the eyes of the congregation
fixed upon me, when I firft took my place at the
feet of the Priet, When I raifed the plalm, how
did my voice quaver for fear | And when I array'd
the fhoulders of the Minifter with the {urplice,
how did my joints tremble under me! I faid
within myfelf, ¢ Remember, Paul, thou ftandeft
¢ before men of high worthip, the wife Mr. Juf-
' tice Freeman, the grave Mr, Juftice Tonlon,
“ the good Lady Jones, and the two virtuous gen-
*“ tlewomen her daughters, nay the great Sir Tho-
““ mas Truby, Knight and Baronet, and my young
“ mafter the Efquire, who thall one day be Lord
¢ of this Manor:”’ Notwithftanding which, 1t:was
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my good hap to acquit myfelf to the good liking
of the whole congregation ; but the Lord forbid I
{hould glory therein.

The mext chapter contains an account bow be dif=
charged the feveral duties of bis office; in particular
beinfifts on the following:

I was determined to reform the ‘manifold Cor-
tuptions ‘and ‘Abufes which had crept into the
Church.

Firft, I was efpecially fevere in whipping forth
dogs from the Temple, all excepting the lap-dog
of the good widow Howard, a fober dog which
yelped not, nor was there offence in his mouth.

Secondly, I did even proceed to morofenefs,
tho" fore dgainft my heart, unto poor babes; in tear-
ing from ‘them 'the half-eaten apples which they
privily munch’d at Chutch. But verily it pity’d
e, for 1 temember’d the days of my youth.

Thirdly,  With the fweat of my own hands, 1
did make plain and fmooth the dogs-ears through-
out eur great Bible.

Fourthly, The pews and benches which were
fﬂrmerly {wept but once in three years, I caus'd
every Saturday to be {wept with a befom and
trimmed,

Fifthly and laftly, 1 caufed the furplice fo be
neatly darned, wathed, and laid in frefth lavender,
(yeéa, ‘and fometimes to be {'pr'ml;led with rofe-
water) and T had great laud and praife from all

1 U2
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the neighbouring Clergy, forafmuch as no parifl
kept the Minifter in cleaner linen,

Notawithflanding thefe bis publick cares, in the
eleventh chapter be informs us be did nor negledt bis
ulual occupations as a fuzmﬁ-c‘m tman.

Shoes, faith he, did I make, (and, if intreated,
mend) with good approbation. Faces alfo did I
fhave, and I clipped the hair. Chirurgery alfo I
practifed in the worming of Dogs ; but to bleed
adventured I not, except the poor. Upon thismy
twofeld profeflion, there pafled among men a mer-
1y tale delectable enough to be rehearfed : How
that being overtaken with liquor one Saturday
evening, 1 thav’d the Prieft with Spanith blacking
for thoes inftead of a wathball, and with lamp-
black powdered his perriwig. But thefe were fay-
ings of men, delighting in their own conceits more
than in the truth. For it is well known, that
great was my care and fkill in thefe my crafts;
yea, T'once had the honour of trimming Sir Tho-
mas himfelf, without fetching blood. Further-
more, I was fought unto to geld'the Lady Frances
her fpanicl, which was wont to go aftray : He was
called Toby, that is to fay, Tobias. - And 3dly, I
was entrufted with a gorgeous pair of fhoes of the
faidLady, to fetan heel-piece thereon; and I received
fuch praife therefore, that it -was faid all over the
parifh, T fhould be recommended unto the King
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to mend fthoes for his N‘I:}jui}.y: whom God pre-
ferve! Amen.

The reft of this chapter I purpofely omit, for it
muft be vwn’d that when be [peaks as a Shoewnaker be
is very abfurd. ~He talks of Mofes's pulling off bis
fhoes, of tanning the hides of the Bulls of Bafan,
of Simon the Tanner, efc. and takes up four or five
pages to prove, that, awhen the Apofiles were infiruci-
ol to travel without fhoes, the precept did not ex-
tend to their fucceffors.

The next chapter relates bow be difcover’d a Thief
with ¢ bible and key, and experimented verfes of the
Plalms that bad cured Agues.

1 pafs over many others awhich inform us of parifh
affars only, fuch asof the Succe/fion of Curates; &
it of the weekly Texts 3 what Plalms he chofe on
praper occafions ; and what Children were born and
bury'd: The lafp of which articles be concludes
thus :

That the thame of women may not endure, i
fpeak not of Baftards ; neither will I name the Mo-
thers, although thereby I might delight many
orave women of the parith: Even her who
hath done penance in the theet will I not mention,
forafinuch as.the church hath been witnefs of her
difgrace's ‘Liet the father, who hath made: due
compofition with the Churchwardens ‘to conceal

o+ '!k'{
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-his infirmity, reft I peace; my pen fhall not be-

wray him, for I al{o have {inned.

The next chapter contains' what be calls « greaf
Revolution in the Church, part of which I tran-
ﬁ'?' ;’-(5;;’. ; :

New was the long expected time arrived, when
the pfalms of King David thould be hymn’d unto
the fame tunes to which he played them upon his
harp ; (fo was T inform’d by my Singing-mafter,
a man right cunning in Pl’ahnody:) Now was our
over-abundant quaver and trilling done away, and
in lieu thereof was inftituted the Sol-fa, in fuch
guife as is fung in his Majefty’s Chapel, ‘We had
London finging mafters fent into every parifh, like
unto Excife-men ; and T alfo was ordained to ad-
join myfelf unto them, though an unworthy dil-
ciple, in order to inftru& mj; fellow-parifhioners
in this new manner of Worfhip. What tho’ they
accufed me of"humming thmugh the noftril, as a
Sachut ? yet would I not forego that harmony; it
having been agreed by the worthy parith-clerks
of London ftill to preferve . the fame. . I tutored
the young men and maidens to tune their voices as
it were a plaltery, and the Church on the Sunday
was filled with thefe new Hallelujahs.

Toen. follow. full. feventy chapters, containing an
exalt detail of the Law-{uits of the Parfin and bis
Parifbioners concerning tythes, and near a bundred
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pages Ieft blank, with an earn; ¢ff defire that the hil-
tory might be Cul]}p“ ted by any of his (ucceflors,
in whofe time thefe fuits thould be ended.

The next chapter contains an account of the Bricfs
read in the church, and the fums collecied upon each.
For the reparation of nine churches; colleéted at
nine fever 1 times, 2s. and 7d.4. For fifty fami-
lies ruined by fire, 1s: 4. For an inundation, a
King Charle s s groat given by Lady Frances, etc.

In the-next be laments the difufe of Wedding-[er-
mons, and celebrates the benefits arifing from thofe at
Funerals, concluding with thefe Words: Ah!l let
not the relations of the deceafed grudge the fimall
expence of an hatband, a pair of gloves, and ten
thillings, for the fatisfaltion they are fure to re-
ceive from a pious Divine, that their father, bro-
ther, or bofom wife, are certainly in heaven.

In ansther, be draws a panegyrick om one Mrs.
Margaret Wilkins, but after great encomiums con-
tidaes, that, notwithflanding all, fhe was an un-
profitable veffel, being a barren woman, and ne-

ver once having fuumﬂed God’s church with a
Chriﬁ(‘:nll‘,g.

We find in another cf apter, bew be was mi uch
‘ffﬂggu‘ din bis belief, and szrzu “bed 1n bis confcience,
’ij an Oxford [cholar, who bad proved to bim by lo-
gick, that Animals might have rational, nay, m-

T U 4
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mortal-{ouls s duz how he was agamn comforted with
the reflection, that, if fo, they might be allowed

chriflian burial, and greatly augment the fees of the
parifh,
In the two ollowing chapters be is overpower’

with Vanity. We are told, hew be was conflantly
admitted to all the Jeafts and banguets of the Church-
officers, and the [ecches be there mads Jor the good
of the parifh. Huw be gave bints to young Clergy-
men 10 preach ; but above all, low pe gave a Text
Jor the 30th of January, which occafioned a moff ex-
eellent fermon, the merits of which he takes entirely
to bimfelf, He SIves an account of a conference be
bad with the Vicar concerning the Ufe of Texts, Lt
a preacher (faith he) confider the affembly before
whom he preacheth, and unto them adapt his
text.  Mrcab the it and 11th affordeth good mat-
ter for Courtiers and court-ferving men. The beads
of the land judge for reward ; and the peaple there-
of judge for bires and Hhe prophets thereof divine
Jor money | yet will they lean upon the Lord, ond
Jay, °Is not' the Lord among us¢ Were the firft Mi-
nifter to appoint a preacher before the Houfe of
Commons,” wauld not hie be wifs to make choice
of thefe words ? Give, and i1 Jhall be give unto ye.
Or before the Lords, Gz'-vz}zg no gffence, that the
Miniftry be not blamed, 2 Cor. vi, 3. Or praifing
the warm zeal of an Adminiftration, Who mak-
2th ‘bis Minifters 4 Saming fire, Pfalm civ. 4,

"
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We omit many other of his texts, as too te+
diags.

From this period, the fiyle of the book rifes ex-
tremely.  Before the next chapter was pafted the
Effigies of Dr. Sacheverel, and I found the oppofite

page all on a foam avith Polificks.

We are now (fays he) arrived at that celebrat-
ed year, in which the Church of England was
tried in the perfon of Dr. Sacheverel, I had ever
the intereft of our High—Clmrch at heart, neither
would I at any feafon mingle myfelf in the {ocie-
ties of Fanaticks, whom I from my infancy ab-
horred, more than the Heathen or Gentile. If
was in thefe days I bethought myfelf, that much
profit might accrue unto our Parifh, and even un-
to the Nation, could there be affembled together
a number of chofen men of the right {pirit, who
might argue, refine and define, upon high and
great matters.  Unto this purpofe, I did inftitute
2 weekly Affembly of divers worthy men at the
Rofe and Crown Alehoufe, over whom nyfelf
(tho’ unworthy) did prefide.  Yea, I did read un-
to them the Poft-Boy of Mr. Roper, and the
written letter of Mr. Dyer, upon which we com-
muned afterwards among ourfelves.  Our fociety
was compofed of the following perfons : Robert
Jenkins, Farrier 5 Amos Turner, Collar-maker ;
George Pilcocks, late Excifenan ; Thomas White,
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W"heel-wright 3 and myflelf., Firft, of the firft,
Robert Jenkins, .

He was a man of bright partsand threwd con-
ceit, for he never fhoed an horfe of 2 W hig or 2
Fanatick, but he lamed him forely.

Amos Turner, a worthy perfon, rightly efteem-
ed among us for his fufferings, in that he had
been honoured in the flocks for wearing an Oaken
bough.

George Pilcocks, a fufferer alfp 3 of zealous
and laudable freedom of Speech, infomuch that his
occupation had been taken from him.

Thomas White, of good repute likewife, for
that his uncle, by the Mother’s fide, had, former-
ly, been fervitor at Maudlin college, where the
glorious Sacheverel was educated,

Now were the eyes of all the parifh upon thefe
our weekly councils.  In a fhort {pace, the Mi-
nifter came. among us; he {fpake concerning us
and our councils to a multitude of other Minifters
at the Vifitation, and they {pake thereof unto the
Minifters at London, fo that even the Bifhops
heard and marveled thereat. -~ Moreover Sir Tho-
mas, member of Parliament, fpake of the fame to
other members of Parliament ;- who {pake thereof
unto the Peers of the Realm. Lo! thus did our
counfels enter into the hearts of our Generals and
our Law-givers; and from henceforth, even as
we devifed, thus did they,

S
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After this, the whole book s turrned on a fudden,
from bis own Life, to a Hiffory of all the pr L.L'r;z:.u
Tranfaction g Eurcpe, compiled from the News-
papers-of thofe ‘times. - 1 could not comprebend the
meaning of this, till Tperceived at laft (%o my no [mall

Aftontfbment ) that all the Meafures of the jrm‘ laft

years of the Queen, together with the peace at Utrecht
which have ‘been ufually attributed to the E-—- of
0---, D-- of O-~--, Loz -ds Ho-- and B--, an other
grm* mmz; do here mioft ju'r;;u:ﬁr appear, to have
been wwholly owing to Robert Tenkins, £Amos Turner,

George Pilcocks, Thomas White, but above all,
e

The reader may be fure I was 'I'Jf”"”r' inquifitive af-
terthis extraordinary writer, whofe awork Thave bere
abjt rﬂuc'J I took a journey mz‘a the Country on
purpofe s but. could not find the leaft trace of f:n-ff'
“”,’ @1 m'mn-’:"f [ met an old Clergyman, who faid
be. could not ke pofit: ve, but thought it might be one
Paul Philips, who had beeen dead about twelve years.
And upon enquiry, il be could learn of that p
Jrom the mrw’wuzu bood, was, That be bad Z).:’L'n fakeh
ntice of for fwallowing Loaches, and remembered
by fome pesple by a black and white Cor with one
Bar, ‘that conflantly | ollowed bim.

In the Church-yard, I read lis Epitaph, Jaid to
be written by J'Jz';,-,_fcy’ =
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O Reader, if that thou canft read,
Look down upon this Stone

Do all we can, Death is a man,
That never fpareth none.
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