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OF THE

POET LAUREATE.

November 19, 1729.

HE time of the eleGtion of a Poet Laureate

being now at hand, it may be proper to
give fome account of the rifes and ceremonies an-
ciently ufed at that Solemnity, and only difconti-
nued through the neglect and degeneracy of later
fimes. Thefe we have extraéted from an hifto-
tian of undoubted credit, a reverend bithop, the
learned Paulus Jovius ; and are the fame that were
practifed under the pontificate of Leo X, the great
reftorer of learning.

As we now fee an age and a court, that for the
encouragement of poetry rivals, if not exceeds,
that of this famous Pope, we cannot but with a
reftoration of all its Aomours to poefy ; the rather,
fince there are fo many parallel circumftances in
the per/on who was then honoured with the laorel,
and in 4im, who (in all probability) is now to
wear 1t.

I thall tranflate my author exactly as I find it in
the 82d chapter of his Elogia Vir. Do, He be-
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302 Of the POET"LAUREATE

gins with the'charader of the poet himfelf, who
was the original and father of all Laureates, and
called Camillo.  He was a plain’ country-man of
Apulia, (whether a_fbepherd-or threfber, is not ma-
tetial.) ¢ This man (fays Jovius) excited by the
“ fame of the great encouragement given to poets
““ at court, and the high honour in which they
<« were held, came to the city, bringing with him
¢ a ftrange kind of lyre in his hand, and at leaft
« fome twenty thoufand of werfes. . All the wits
¢ and critics of the court flocked about him, de-
¢ lighted to {ee a cloton, with a ruddy, hale com-
¢ plexion, and in his own long hair, {o top full of
“ poetry; and at the firft fight of him all agreed
“ he was born to be Poet Laureates, He had a
‘“ moft hearty welcome in an 7/fland of the river
“ Tiber (an agreeable place, not unlike our Rich
“ mond) where he was firt made to esr and
““ drink plentifully, and to repeat bis verfes to every
““ body. - Then they adorned him with a new and
¢ elegant garland, compofed of vine-feaves, lou-
“ rel, and braffica (a fort of cabbage) fo compoled,
“ fays my author, emblematically, Uz tam  fales quanm
* lepide ejus temulentia, braffice remedio cobibenda,
*“ notaretur. He was then faluted by common
“ confent with the title of archbi-poeta, or arch-
““ poet, in the ftyle of thofe days, in ours, Peef
“ Laureate. This honour the poor man received

* Apulus prazpingui vultu alacer, et prolixe comatus, omii=
no dignus fefta laurea videretur,
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« with the moft fenfible demontftrations of joy, his
« eves drunk with tears and gladnefs ®. Next, the
& p:uhlic acclamation was exprefled in a canticle,
« which is tranfmitted to us; as follows:

Salve, brafficea virens corona,

Et lauro, archipoeta, pampinoque!

Dignus principis auribus Leonis.

Al bail, arch-poet without peer !

Vine, bay, or cabbage, fit to wear,

And worthy of the prince’s car.

}
From hence, he was conducted in pomp fo-the
Capitol of Rome, mounted on an elephant, thro’
the thouts of the populace, where the ceremony
ended.

The hiftorian tells us further, ¢ That at his 1n-
“ troduction to Leo, he not only poured forth
“yerfes innumerable, like a torrent, but alfo fung
“them with open mouth. Nor was he only once
“introduced, or on fated days (like our Lau-
% reates) but made a companion to his mafter, and
“entertained as one of the inftruments of his of
“elegant pleafures. When the prince was at ta-
“ble, the poet had his place at the window.
“When the prince had © half eaten his meat, he
“gave with his own hands the reft to the poet.
“ When the poet drank, it was out of the prince’s
“ own flaggon, infomuch (fays the hiftorian) that

i . ; |
* Mapantibus pre gaudio oculis.
¢ Semefis opfonils,
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“ thro” {o great good eating and drinking he con-
“tracted a moft terrible gout.”  Sorry Lam to
relate what follows, but that I cannot leave my
reader’s curiofity unfatisfied in the cataftrophe of
this extrdordinary man.  To ufe my author’
words, which are remarkable, #mortuo Leone, proe
Jigatifque poetis, etc. - ““ When Leo died, and
“ poets were no more” (for I would not unders
ftand profiigatis literally, as if poets then were pro-
Sigate) this unhappy Laureate was forthwith res
duced to return to his country, where, opprefled
with old age and want, he miferably perifhed ina
common hofpital.

We fee from this fad conclufion (which may
be of example to the poets of our time) that it
were happier to meet with no encouragement at
all, to remain at the plough, or other lawful oc-
cupation, than to be elevated above their condi-
tion, and taken out of the common means of life,
without a furer fupport than the temporary, or
beft, mortal favours of the great, It was doubt-
lefs for this confideration, that when the Royal
Bounty was lately extended to a rural genius, care
was taken to fertle it upon bim for life. - And it
hath been the practice of our Princes, never to re-
move from the ftation of Poet Laureate any man
who hath once been chofen, tho’ never fo much
greater Genius’s might arife in his time. A noble
inftance, how much the charity of our monarchs
hath exceeded their Jove of fame,
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To come now to tihe 1ntent of thls ';"J' V¥ ©

P

have here the whole ancient ceremonial of the Lau=
reate,  In the Arft pmu. the crown is to be mixed

with wine-leaves, as the vine is the plant of Bac-

(4"

chus, "mri full as effential to the hmmur, as th
butt of fack to the 1:151:i'x-'
. the draffica muft be made ufe of as
aqualifier of the former. It feems the cabbage
was anciently accounted a remedy for drunkennefs;
a. power the Fr"nch now afcribe to the onion, and
Pﬁle a iuun made of it f-'-z#pc d Ywrogne, 1 would
Tfﬁilm'revd a large mixture of the & f.-ﬁz;‘(f, if Mr.
Dennis be chmcn- but if Mr. ri bald, it 1s not
o neceflary, unlefs the cabbage be fuppofed to fig-
‘-ny the fame thmg with relpect to poefs as to fay-
s, viz: flealing. 1 thould judge it not amifs to
add another pl'nt to
NGt only as it anciently belonged to poets in gene-
'
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this gariand, t0 Wi, ;ﬂ"}

s but as it is emblematic 1'1 of the three virtues
QFR court poet in ‘“f?.“.t..ut iy 1t 18 a‘f'c?f’jzz?.-’g'} ffg';u‘--_;?
and a’wgr“ T,

gik=icy M1 r
In'the next place,’ a canticl muft be compofed
1 T S o 50 - R j 2 b £
&nd ung 15] l,-?.,hL and: praye of the pew Foct, i
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Mr.CigBzrr be laureated, it is my.opinion &
can wrife this b ! ] !
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ng af ylv. But what this can=
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ticle thould be, either in his or the other candi=
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fion of which, Mr. Anflis and Mz Denn1s ought
to havea conference, T apprehend here two diffi-
culties = One, of procuring an elephant ; the other
of teaching the poet to ride him: Therefore I
thould imagine’ the next animal in fize or dignity
would do beft ; either a4 make of a large afs ; par-
ticularly” if ‘that ‘neble’ one’ conld be had, whofe
portraiture makes {o great an ornament of the Dun-
¢iad, and which (unlefs T am mifinformed) is yet
in the park of a nobléman near this city : =-=Unlefs
Mr. CrepeR be the man ; who may, with great
propriety and beauty, ride on a dragon, if he goes
by land ;" or if he choofe the water, upon ‘one of
his own favans from Cefar in Egypt.

We have fpoken fuficiently of 'the ‘ceremony;
let us now fpeak of the qualifications-and pritvileges
of the Laureate, Firft, we fee he muft ‘be ablé
to make verfes extempore; and to pour forth innu-
merable, 'if required. In this' I doubt Mr, Tis-
BALD. Secondly, he ought to Jfing, and intre-
pidly; patulo ore : Here, I confels the excellency
of ‘Mr. Cigeig, Thirdly, he ought to ‘cirry 2
lyre about with him: If 2 large one be thought
too cumberfome, a {fmall one may be contrived
to hang about the neck, like an ‘order; and
be very much a grace to the perfon. Fourthly,
be ought to have a good flomach, to eat and driulli
whatever his betters think fit ;- and therefore it 18
in this high office as in many others, no puny
conftitution can difcharge it. I do not think C1s-
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ger or. TizeaLp here fo happy: 1
flanch, vigorous, {eafon’d, uid dry old gentleman,
whom I have in my eye

{ could alfo with at this junéture, fuch a per-
fon as is truly jealous of the boneur and: dignity of
puetry; no joker, or trifler ;.- but a bard.ip good
wrngft 5 nay, notamifs if a critic, and the better
if a little obflinate. For when we confider what

Ao

great privileges have been loft from this office (as
we {ee from the fore-cited authentick record of
Jovins), namely thofe of feeding from the prince’s
table, ﬂ?mr’mw out of . his ¢ .’:L'.-‘iL_.,.-‘".‘T;'.'SE.;':.‘S?E, becoming
even his (?’ﬁfﬁ?y::ﬂ-_:{ and .companion; it requires a

man warm and refolute, to be. able to claim and

obtain. the. reftoring of thefe high honours., ' I
have caufe. to fear, moft of the candidates
would be liable, either through the influence of

minifters, or. for: rewards or favours, /to give up
the olorious rights of the Laureate: Yet I am not
without hopes, - there is one, from whom a fertous
and fleddy affertion of | thefe privileges may be ex-~
pecteds and, if there be fuch a uuc, Ixmzi’t do
s the W

e
i

him the juftice to fay, it is Mr. I
1 ~ —~ * &
thy prefident of our fociety.
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