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GUARDIANS.

N°.4. March 16, 1713.

HOUGH moft things which are wrong

in their own nature are at once confefled
and abfolved in that fingle word, the Cuftom; yet
there are fome, which as they have a dangerous
tendency, a thinking man will the lefs excufeon
that very account. Among thefe I cannot but
reckon the common practice of Dedications, which
is of fo much the worfe confequence as tis gene:
rally ufed by people of politenefs, and whom a
learned education for the moft part ought to have
infpired with nobler and jufter fentiments. = This
proftitution of Praife is not only a deceit upon the
grofs of mankind, who take their notion of cha-
racters from the Learned ; but alfo the better fort
muft by this means lofe fome part at leaft of that
defire of Fame which is the incentive to generous
actions, when they find it promifcuoudly beftowed
on the meritorious and undeferving. . Nay,. the
author himfelf, let him be fuppofed to have ever
fo true a value for the patron, can find no: terms
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o exprefs it, but what have been/already ufed

o
i |

2
and rendered fufpected by flatterers. Even ruth
itfelf in a Dedication is like an honeft man in-a dif-
guife or Vizor-Mafque, and will appear 2 Cheat
by being dreft fo like one. Tho’ the merit of the
perfon is beyond difpute, I fee no reafon, that, be-
cufe one man is eminent, therefore another has a
right to be impertinent, and throw praifes in his
face. - *Tis juft the reverfe of the practife of the
ancient Romans, when a perfon was advanced to
tdumph for < his fervices: they hired people to
rail at him in that Circumftance, to make him as
humble < a5 they could ; and we have fellows to
flatter him, and make him as proud as they can.
Suppofing the writer not to be mercenary, yet the
meat man is no” more in reafon obliged to thank
him for his picture in a Dedication, than to thank
the painter for that on a fign-poft; except it be a
lesinjury to  touch the moft facred part of him,
his chara&er, than to make free with his counte-
mance only. T fhould think nothing juftified me
in‘this point; but the patron’s permiffion before-
hand, that I'fhould draw him as like as I could ;
whereas moft authors proceed in this affair juft as
adawber I have heard of, who, not being able to
draw portraits after the' life, was ufed to paint
faces at random, and look out afterwards for peo-
ple'whom he might perfuade to be like them.
To exprefs my notion of the thing in a:word « to,
fay more'to a man than one thinks, with a prof-

i,
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pect of intereft, is difhoneft ; and without it, fools
ith." And whoever has had fuccefs in fuch ah un-
(_}c;'taliing, muft oi'nc:::*.iijt}-' at once think himfelf
in his heart 2 knave for having done it, and his
patron a fool for having believed it.

I have fometimes been entertained with confi-
dering' Dedications in 'no very common light. By
obferving what qualities our, writers think it will
be moft pleafing to others to compliment them
with, one may form fome judgment which are
moft {o'to themfelves | and, in confequence, what
fort of people they are. ~ “Without this view one
€an read very few Dedications, but will give us
caufe to wonder, either how fuch things came to
be faid at all, ‘ot how they  were {aid "to fach per-
fons. T have known an Hero complimented upon
the decent majefty and flate he affumed after 2
victory ; and a nobleman  of a different character
applauded for his condefcenfion to inferiors,’ This
would have feemed very firange to me but that I
happened to know the authors: He who made
the firft compliment was a lofty gentlemian, whofe
publifhed a
new book ; ‘and the other tippled every nightwith

air and gait difeovered when he had

1
the fellows who labcured at' the prefs while his
OWn ' writings were workin g off. *Tis obfervable
F the female pocts and ladies dedicatory, that
1ere (aselfewler ¢) they far exceed us' i any ftrain

o
L

orrant.“As beauty is the thing that fex are piqu'd
npon, they fpeak of it ‘penerall y in 2 more elevated
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{tyle than is ufed by the men. ey, adore in the
fyme manner as they would be adored. So when
the authorefs of a famous modern romance beos a

-5

4 * ¥
young Nobl u....n':a p-;-_m*.'.iiu::n to pay him her kneel-
H:g adorations, 1 am far from centuring

¢ the ex pref-
fion, as fome Criticks would do, as leficient in
grammar -or fenfe; but I reflect, that adorations
paid in that pofture are what a lady might c*cput
herfelf, and my wonder 1t mmediately ceales. huL
when they flatter moft, do but as they would bc'
done unto ; for as none are {o much col c-cmc-i at
being n-;vru‘ by calumnies, as they who are rea-
ulﬁ.ﬁ to caft them upon thu" mlﬁhboug 55 fo, 'tis
certain none are fo guilty of flattery to others, as
thofe who. moft ardently defire it themfelves.
What led me into thefe thoughts, wasa I edi-
cation 1 happened upon, this morning. The rea-
dc‘r muft underftand that I treat the leaft inftances
or remaing of ingenuity with “—1& e, in what
places foever found, or 1':‘*&'”' vhatever circum-
ftances of difadv antage. From t E

iis love to letters
I have been fo hamw in my fearches after know-
1’Cdgt, that I have found unvalued repofito ries of
lt‘elrnitw in the lining of bandboxes. I look
upon thefe pafteboard edifices, adorned with the

ﬁl’“ nents of the mf—ummt«, with the {ame venera-

tion as antic 111111L:r upon ruined buildings, whofe
walls Flcium dwus infcriptions ; and names -;Whi#h
are no where elfe to be found in the world, This

morning, when one of }_.-:..h T izard’s Gaughters
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was looking over fome hoods and ribbands, brought
by her tirewoman, with great care and diligence,
Femployed no lefs' in examining the box which
contained them ; it was lined with certain {cenes
of a tragedy, written (as appeared by a part of the
title there extant) by one of the fair fex, What
was moft legible was the Dedication 3 ‘which; by
reafon of the largenefs of the characters, 'was leaft
defaced by thofé Gothick ornaments of flourithes
and foliage, wherewith the compilers of thefe fort
of ftrutures do often induftrioufly obfeure the
works of the learned.  As much of it as I could
read with any eafe, T fhall communicate to the
reader; as follows,  %#% e Though it is'a kind of
‘ prophanation to approach your Grace with fo
““ poor an offering, yet when I reflet how accept-
“ able a facrifice of firft fruits was to Heaven, in the
“earlieft and pureft ages of religion, - that-they
*“ were honoured with folemn feafts, and ‘confe-
 crated to altars by a Divine command;*#% Upon
“ that confideration, as an argument of particular
“ zeal, T dedicate %% s impoflible to behold
* you without adoring yet dazzled and aw’d by
“ the glory that furrounds you, men feel a facred
“ power; that refines thejr flames, and renders
““ them pure as thofe we ought to offer to the
“ Deity **#* The (hrine is worthy the divinity
“ that inhabits it. In your Grace we fee what
“ woman was before fhe fell, how nearly allied
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Indou M..di v thele, and. othel periods, o iils

moft pious Ded lult:-,_v_‘;, could not but convince tne
i
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1e eloquent autiorels aliures her

e

Duchefs of what t
at the end, that fhe was her fervant with .moft
ardent devotion. I think this a pattern of a new
fort of ftyle, not ;,-* et taken notice of by the Cri-
ticks, which is above the fublime, and may :be
called the celeftial ; that is, when the moft facred
pral ifes appr opmmn to the honour of the dut}r are
applied to a mortal of good qu ality, As Iam na

turally emulous, I cannot but endeavour, in Imi-
tation of this Lady, to be the inventor, or, at leaft,
the firft producer LF a new kind of Dedication,
very different: from' hers and moft others, fince it
has not.a word but what the author religioufly
thinks i it. - It may ferve for almoft any book €i-
ther Profe or Verfe, that has, is, or {hall be pub-

lithed ;-and might run in this manner.

==d
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The AUTHOR to Himlelt.

.Hl"' A'F'r :jr,., ﬁ?&?-ta'f:' LS "n

Nurse labours, upon mapy confiderations,
tly

{o properly b:*‘onr* to none as to you: firft,

-
-

nat it was your moft earneft {‘Lil' alone that
could pa'-:v::':.i upon me to make them publick :
then, as I am fecure (from that conftant indul-
Zence you have ever fthown. to all which'is ming)
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that no man will {o readily take them into protec-
tion, or fo zealoufly  defend them. Moreover,
there’s none can o {oon difcover the beauties; and
there are fome parts, which ’tis poflible few be-
fides yourfelf are capable of underftanding.  Sir,
the honour, affection, and value I have for you
are beyond exprefiion ; ag great, I am fure, or
greater, than any man elfe can bear you. As for
any defects which others may pretend to difcover
in you, I do faith tully declare I was never able to
perceive them'; and doubt not but thofe perfons
are actuated purely by a fpirit of ‘malice or envy,
the infeparable attendants on fhining merit and
parts, {uch as I have always efteemed yours to be,
It may perhaps be looked upon as a kind of vio-
lence to modefly, to fay this to you in publick;
but you may believe me. *tis no more than I have
a thoufand times thought of you in private. Might
I follow the impulfe of my foul, there is no fub-
ject I could launch into with more pleafure than
your panegyrick : But fince fomething is due to
modefty, let ‘me conclude by telling you, that
there’s nothing T fo much defire a5 to know you
more thm'otlghly than T have yet the happinefs of
doing. 1 may then hope to be capable to do you
fome real fervice 5 but, 4l then, can only affure
you, that T fhall continge to be, as I am more
than any man alive,
Dt’(z’?'{‘/f ST .:?‘?.,
Your Affectionste Friend, and
The greateft of your Admirers.
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N° 1T, Tuelday, ‘March 24.

Huc propius me,
~ -2 g AdTEE
Dum doceo infanire omnes, vos ordine adite

Hor.. Sac. 111.. 1ib. 11,3 80.

o
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To the GUARDIAN.
IR,
4 S you profels to encourage all thofe who
g L&E&_ any way cont tribute to the Publick Good, I
“ flatter .n‘,'i'?:’a-' I may claim your Countenance and
“ Protection. I am by Profeffion a Mad Doctor,
“but of a peculiar Kind, not of thofe whofe
« Aim it is to remove Phrenzies, but one who
“make it my Bufinefs to confer ‘an agreeable

¢ Madne(s on my Fellow-Creatures, for thclr mu-

“tual Delight and Benefit. Since it 1s agreed by
“ the P} ilofophers, that Happinefs and Mifery
confift chiefly in the Imagination, nothing is
more neceflary to Mankind in general than this
8¢ }'-]E‘i'?:-nﬂ' Delirium, which renders L"\'C‘I'}-" one fa-
tisfied with himfelf, and perfuades him that all
others are equally {o.
T have for feveral Years, both at home and
:lbi'm| made this Science my particular Study,
hich l may venture to {ay I have improved in
almoft all the anus of Imlfm . :1.-1(1 have re=
duced it into fo fafe and eafy a Method, as to

-
-
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31
““ practice it on both Sexes, of what Difpofition,
“ Age, or Quality foever, “with Succefs. What
< enables me to perform this great Work, is the
“ Ule of my Obfequiun Catholicon, or the Grand
“ Blixir, to {upport the Spirits of human Nature,
“ This Remedy is of the moft grateful Flavour in
““in World, and agrees with all Taftes whatever,
““ *Tis delicate to the Senfes, delightful in the Ope-
* ration, may be taken at all Hours without Con-
““ finement, and is as properly gii'::n at a Ball or
* Play-houfe as in 2 private Chamber. It reftores
“ and vivifies the moft dejected Minds, corres
“and extralls all that is painful in the Knowledge
“of a Man's felf. - One Dofe of it will inftantly
“ difperfe- itfelf through the whole Animal Syf-
“ tem, diffipate the firft Motions of Diftruft {o as
““ mever to return, and fo exhilarate the Brain and
“ rarify the Gloom of Reflexion, as to give the
“ Patients a new flow of Spirits, a Vivacity of Be-
““ haviour, and a pleafing Dependence upon their
“ own Capacities.

¢ Let a Perfon be never o far gone, I advile
“ him not to defpair; even though he has been
“troubled many Years with reftlefs Reflexions,
“ which by long Negle@ have hardened idto fet-
“ tled Confideration. Thofe that have been ftung
“ with Satire may here find a certain Antidote,
““which infallibly difperfes all the 'Remains of
““ Poifon that has been left in the Underftanding
“by bad Cures. It fortifies the Heart againit the
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« Rancour of Pamphlets, the Inveteracy of Epi~
“ grams, and the Mortification of Lampoons ; as
H h‘ts been often ex pur’nf,u by lever: al Perfons of
“ both Sexes, mmm’ the Seafons of Tunbri fg

“ and the Bath.

¢« | could, as further I'tﬁm‘ccs of my Sﬂcccﬁ.
“ produce Certificates anc

“ Favourites ’t"d Ghoftly
“ nent Princes of Europe; bL {
“ with the Mention of a few Cmu ‘ﬁ"&':ii_}_‘.- I have
« performed by this my Grand Unts verfal Reftora-
“ tive, during the Pra&ice of one Month only
“ fince I came to this City.

= I F T =~ ”
Cures in the Month of February, 1713.

H1‘l'

“ George Spont.f:c_ Efq; Poet, and Inmate of
“ the Parith of St. Pau s Covent- (,le*c*l fell in=
“ to violent Fits of the Spleen upon a thin Third
“ Night, He had been frighted into a Vertigo by
§ the Sound of Cat-calls on the Firft Day; and
“ the frequent Hil fings on the Second made him
“ unable to endure tilt. bare Pronunciation of the
“Letter S, I fearched into the Caufes of his Dif-
-3 tempcr- and by the Prefcription of a Dofe of

£

" my Oz{’,’ quinn, p"U‘}hE" fecundum Ariem

2

reco-

““'vered him to his natural State of Madnefs. I
¢ caft in at proper Interva Is the W ;‘-:i:, I/l tafte of
« the Town, Envy of Gr sticks, bad Performance of

L1 JJ

the: Aétors, and the like, Iie 15 i0,per feCly

H
(A S
g
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“cured, that he has promifed to bring anothet
“ Play upon the Stage next Winter.,

“ A Lady of profefled Virtue of the Parifh of
€ 8t. James's Weftminfter, who hath defired her
““Name may be concealed, having taken Offence
““ at a Phrafe of double Meaning in Converfation,
““undifcovered by any other in the Company, fud-
““ denly fell into a cold Fit of Modefty.  Upon 1
“ right Application of Praife of her Virtue, 1
“ threw the Lady intoan agreeable waking Dream,
“fettled the Fermentation of her Blood into 4
* warm Charity, o as ‘to make her look with
“ Patience on the very Gentleman  that of
¢ fended.

““Hilaria, of the Parith of St. Giles’s in the
*“ Fields, " a Coquette of Tong Pracice, was by the
“Reprimand of an old Maiden  reduced to ook
“grave in Company, dnd deny herfelf the Play
““ of the Fan. 1In thort, the was brought to fiich
“ melancholy Circumftances, that the would fome-
““ times unawares fall into Devotion at Church. I
“ advis’d her to take a few fmiocent Freedoms with
“ occafional Kiffes, preferibed her the Exercife of the
< Byes, and immediately raifed her to her former
“State'of Life. She on a f{udden recovered her
“ Dimples, furled her Fan, threw round her
“ Glances, and for thefe two Sundays laft paft has
““ not once been feen in an attentive Pofture. This
“ the Church-Wardens are ready to atteft upon
““ QOath.
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« Andrew Terror, of the Middle-Temple,
« Mohock, was almoft induced, by an aged
« Bencher of the fame Houfe, to leave off bright
« Converfation, and pore over Coke upon Lattle-
«n. He was fo ill that his Hat began to flap,
“and he was feen one Day in the laft Term
ot Weltminfter-Hall.  This Patient had quite
“loft his Spirit of Contradiction ; I, by the Del-
“tillation. of a few of my vivifying Dm ps in_his
“ Ear, drew him from his Lethargy, uad reftored
“ him to his ufual vivacious Mifunderftanding. Ie
“ s at prefent very eafy in his Condition:

« T will not dwell upon the Recital of the in-
“numerable Cures I have performed within
“ Twenty Days laft paft ; but rather proceed to
““ exhort all Perfons of whatever Age, Complexion
“ or Quality, to take as. foon as poffible of this my
‘“intellectual Oil ; which applied at the Ear {eizes
“all the Senfes with a moit agreeable Tranfport,

“and difcovers its Effects, not onfy to the Satif-
“ fa&ion of the Patient, but all who converfe
“with, attend upon, or any way relate to him or
“ her that receives the kindly infection, « It is of-
“ ten adminiftred by Chamber-Maids, Valets, or
“ any the moft ignorant Domeflic ; it being one
“ peculiar Excellence of this my Oil, that 'tis

xm,ﬂ prevalent, the more unfkilful the Perfon is,

‘ or appeats, who applies it. It s “‘_:iuy_n,-y ne-
“ ceffary for Ladies to take a Dofe of it juik before
“they take Coach to go a vifiting.




320 THE GUARDIAN,

“But I offend the publick, as Horace faid,
““ when I trefpafs on any of your Time. Give me
“ leave then, Mr. Ironfide, to make you a prefent
““ of a drachm or two of my Oil ; though I have
“ caufe to fear my prefcriptions will not have the
“ effec upon you I could with: Therefore I do
“ not endeavour to bribe you in my Favour by the
“ Prefent of my Oil, but wholly depend upon
“ your publick Spirit and Generofity ; which, I
““ hope, will recommend to the World the ufeful
‘¢ endeavours of,

S IR,
Your mgft Obedient, moff Faithful, moff Devoted,
moft Humble Servant and Admirer,

GNATHO,

%% Beware of Counterfeits, for fuch are abroad.

““N.B. I teach the Arcana of my Art at rea-
“ {onable rates to Gentlemen of the Univerfities,
““ who defire to be qualified for writing Dedica-
“tions ; and to young Lovers and Fortune-hun-
“ ters, to be paid at the day of Marrirge. Iin-
“ firu&k perfons of bright Capacities to flatter
“ others, and thofe of the meaneft to flatter them-
¢ felves.

“ I was the firlt Inventor of Pocket Looking~
“ Glafles,
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Ne, 40, Monday, April 27, 1713.

sz'ﬂfg’ a Continuation r)‘ fome. former papers on the
Subjelt of PASTORALS.

Compulerantque greges Corydon et Thyrfis in unum:
Ex illo Corydony Corydon eft tempore nobis.

Defigned to have troubled the reader with

no further difcourfes of Paftoral; but being
informed that I am taxed of partiality in not men-
tioning an Author whofe I?cioﬁufcﬂa are publifhed in
the fame volume with Mr. Philips’s, I {hall employ
this paper in obfervations upon y him, written in the
free’ Spirit of L.ﬂtl-’:iim, and without any appre=
henfion of offending that Gentleman, whofe cha-~
ralter it is, that he takes the greateft care of his
works before they ar publ ithed, and has theleaft
concern for them afterwards.

' T have laid it down:as the firft rule of Pal
toral, that its idea fhould be taken from the man-
ners of the Golden Age, and the Moral formed
upon the reprefentation of Innocence; 'tis there-
fore plain' that any deviations from L}'df. defign de-
grade a Poem from being truly pa iftoral. T'* this
view it will appear, that \- irgil ¢én only have two
of his Eclogues u'L-w ed to be fuch : his firft and
ninth muft be rejected, bec caufe they deferibe the
ravages of armies, and oppreffions of the innocent;

.+_"(
Y
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Corydon’s criminal pafiion for Alexis throws out
the {econd ; the calumny and railing in the third
are not proper to that ftate of concord ; the eightli
reprefents unlawful ways of procuring love by in-
chantments, and introduces a thepherd whom an
inviting precipice tempts to felf-murder: As to
the fourth, fixth, and tenth, they are given up by
* Heinfius, Salmafius, Rapin, and the criticks in
general. They likewife obferve that but eleven of
all the Idyllia of Theocritus are to admitted as
paftorals : and even out of that number the greater
part will be excluded for one or other of the rea-
fons abovementioned. So that when I remarked
in a former paper, thatVirgil’s eclogues, taken alto-
gether, are rather Sele@ poems than Paftorals; I
might have faid the fame thing with no lefs truth
of Theocritus. ~The reafon of this T take to be
yet unobferved by the criticks, viz. They never
meant them all for paftorals.

Now it is plain Philips hath done this, and in
that particularexcelled both Theocritus and Virgil.

3. As Simplicity is the diftinguifhing characte-
riftick of Paftoral, Virgil hath been thought guil-
ty of too courtly a ftyle; his language is perfectly
pure, and he often forgets he is among peafants. ‘1
have frequently wondered, that fince he was fo con-
verfant in the writings of Ennius, he had not imi-
tated the rufticity of the Doric as well by the help

* See Rapin de Carm. par iii,
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of the old obfolete Roman language, as Philips
hath by the antiquated Englith: For example,
might he not have faid guoi inftead of ¢t ; quoi-
juin for cujum ; volt for wult, etc. as well as our
modern hath welladay for alas, awhileome for of old,
make mock for deride, and witlefs younglngs for fim-
ple lambs, etc. by which means he had attained as
much of the air of Theocritus, as Philips hath of
Spencer !

4. Mr. Pope hath fallen into the {famée etror
with Virgil. His clowns do not converfe in all the
fimplicity proper to the country : His names are
borrowed from Theocritus and Virgil, which are
improper to the fcene of his paftoralsi He intro-
duces Daplinis, Alexis, and Thytfis on Britifh plains,
as Virgil had done before yi:n on the Mantuan :
Whereas Philips, who hath the ftricteft regard to
propriety, makes choice of names peculiar to the
country, and more agreeable to a reader of deli-
cacy 3 fuch as Hobbinol, Lobbin, Cuddy and Co-
lin Clout.

5. So eafy as paftoral writing may feem (in the
fimplicity we have defcribed it) yet it requires
great reading, both of the ancients and moderns,
to be a mafter of it. ~ Philips hath given us mani~
feft proofs  of his knowledge of books. It muft
be confeffed his competitor hath imitated fome fin-
&le thoughts of the ancients well enough (if we con-
fider he had not the happinefs of an Univerfity
education) but he hath difperfed them here and

<
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there, without that order and method which M,
Philips obferves, whofe whole third paftoral is an
inftance how well he hath ftudied the fifth of Vir-
gil, and how judicicufly reduced Virgil's thoughts
to the ftandard of Paftoral; as his contention of
Colin Clout and the Nightingale thows with what
exatnefs he hath imitated every line in Strada.

6. When I remarked it as a principal fault, to
introduce fruits and flowers of a foreign growth,
in defcriptions where the fcene lies in our own
country, I did not defign that obfervation thould
extend alfo to animals, or the fenfitive life; for
M. Philips hath with great judgment defcribed
Wolves in England in his firft paftoral. Nor
would I have a poet {lavithly confine himfelf (as
Mr. Pope hath done) to one particular Seafon of
the year, one certain Time of the day, and onc
unbroken Scene in cach eclogue. “Tis plain
Spencer neglected this pedantry, who in his paﬂo:
ral of November mentions the mournful fong of
the Nightingale,

Sad Philomel her fong in fears doth Jleep.

And Mr. Philips, by a poetical creation, hath
raifed up finer beds of flowers than the moft induf-
trious gardiner ; his rofes, endives, lilies, king-
cups, and daffidils, blow all in the fame feafon.
7. But the better to difcover the merits of our
two contemporary Paftoral writers, I fhall endea-
vour to draw a parallel of them, by fetting feveral
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of their particular thou ghtsin the fame lig ght,where-
by it will be obvious how much Phi‘.}r--s hath the
1dv1ntdfre With what fim sumry he introduces
two 1hepht:1 ds finging alternately ?

T

Hobb. Come, Rofalind, O come, for without thee
What pleafure can the country have for me
Come, Rofalind, O come; niy Lrinded kine,
My [nowy fhecp, my farm and all, is thine.

Lang.Come, Rofalind, O come bere fhady bowers,
Here are cool fountains, and bere Jpringt
fqlf;LL.Lf 5.
Cone, nc)‘m’um’ here ever lef us flay,
And fweetly waft our live-long time away.

Our other paftoral writer, n exprefling the {fame
thought, deviates into downright Poetry;

Streph. Iz Sprfﬂfr the fields, in Autumn bills I love,
¢ morn the plains, at noon the bady grove,
But Delia akways ; forc’d from Deliw 5] fu_

Nor plains at morn, nor groves at noott (f ol aht,

Daph.Sylvia’s like Autumn ripe, yet m ild as May,

More bright than noon, yet frefb as early &

Ev'n Sp? ing difpleafes, wuu,ﬁ sJ; ines 10 :f‘;:s‘:._
.Bisf &fﬁ_’/ 22'/5 f’-‘é’t" HI (w? ?} i 1,’ oL 3 ,?, i1 'EJ:‘

.j'{’fi”-? .

~ In‘the firft of thele authors, two thepherds thus
inneceritly  deferibe the behaviour -of their mif=
treffes s

G &
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Hobb, 45 Marian bath'd, by chance T paffed by,
She blyfl'd, and at me caft a fide-long eye:
Then fwift beneath the cryflal wave fbe try'd
Her beauteous form, but all in vain, to bide.

Lanq.As T cool to me bath'd one [ultry day,
Fond Lydia lurking in the fedges lay.
Tbe wanton laughd, and [eem’d in bajle to fly;
et often flopp’d, and often turn’d ber eye.

The other modern (who it muft be confeffed
hath a knack of verfifying) hath it as follows:

Streph.Me gentle Delia beckons from. the plain,
Theny bid in fbades, eludes ber eager fwain;
But feigns a Laugh, to fee me [earch around,
And by that Laugh the willing fair is found,

Daph. The [prightly Sykvia trips along the green,
She runs, but hopes fbe does not run unfeen;
While a kind glance at ber purfuer flies,
How much at variance are ber Jeet and f{}'t’ff

There is nothing the writers of this kind of
poetry are fonder of than defcriptions of paftoral
Prefents.  Philips fays thus of a Sheep-hook,

Of Jeafor’d elm 5 where fluds of brafs appear,
To fpeak the giver's name, the month and year;
The hook of polifl'd fieel, the bandle turn'd,
dnd richly by the graver’s fbill adorn’d,
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The other of a bowl embofled with figures:

where wanton 1Vy fwines,
And ﬁ:;-f!z’:?:rg clufters bend the curling vines;
Four figures rifing from the wor k appear,
The various f:"f ons of the ro ling year ;
And, what 15 that which binds the ?{?affﬂ??fﬂl

Where twelve bright figns in beauteous orderlic?

The fimplicity of the fwain in this place, who for-
acts the name of the Zodiack, 1s nc y ill imitation
UfVuml but how much more plainly and unaf-
fc&uliv would Philips have drefled this thought
in his Doric ?

And what that bight, which girds the welkin fheen,
Where twelve gay ﬁgm in meet array ar [e;;'fuzz e

If the reader would indulge his curiofity any fur-
ther in the comparifon of particulars, he may read
the firft paftoral of Philips with the fecond of his
contemporary, and the fourth and fixth of the
former with the fourth and firft of the latter;
where feveral parallel places will occur to every
one.

Having now fhown f{ome parts, in which thefe
two writers may be cc.mpmmj it is a juftice 1 owe
to.Mr. Philips to difcover ti hofe in which no man
can compare with him. Firft, That beautiful ruf-
ticity, of which I fhall only produce two 111ﬂiil1i’t'?%
out of a hundred not yet quoted:
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O woful day ! O day of woe! quoth be,
And woful I, who live the day to fee !

The fimplicity of diQion, the melancholy flowing
of the numbers, the {olemnity of the found, and
the eafy turn of the words in this Dirge (to make
ufe of our author’s expreflion) are extremely ele-
gant,

In another of his paftorals, a fhepherd utters a
Dirge not much inferior to the former, in the fol=
lowing lines:

Ah me the while ! ab me ! the lucklefs day,
Ab lucklefs lad ! the rather might I fay ;
b filly It wmore filly than my fhecp,
Which on the Jlow'ry plains I once did keep.

How he flill charms the ear with thefe artful re-
petitions of the epithets ; and how fignificant is the
faft verfe! T defy the moft common reader to re-
peat them, without fecling fome motions of com-
paifion,

In the next place I fhall rank his Proverbs, in
which I formerly obferved he excells: For ex-
ample :

A rolling flone is ever bare of mofs ;

And, to their coft, green years old proverbs r:rq_/:r_a
-=~He that late lies down, as Jate will rife,

And fluggard-like, til] noon-day fnoaring lies,
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wee Againft Tll-luck a1l cunning fore-fight fails ;
Whether we fleep or wake, it naught avails.

- Nor fear, from upright [fentence, wrong.

Laftly, his elegant Diale&, which alone might
prove him the eldeft born of Spencer, and our on-
ly true Arcadian. I thould think it proper for the
feveral writers of Paftoral, to confine themf{elves
to their feveral Counties, Spencer {eems to have
been of this opinion ; for he hath laid the {cene of
one of his Paftorals in Wales ; where with all the
fimplicity natural to that part of our ifland, one
fhepherd bids the other good mMOrrow, in an un-
ufual and elegant manner :

Diggon Davy, I bid bur God-day :
Or Diggon bur is, or 1 mif~fay.
Diggon an{wers:
Hur was bur, while it was day-light s
But now bur is a moft wretched wight, efc.
But the moft beautiful example of this kind that
I ever met with, isin a very valuable piece which
I chanced to find among fome old manufcripts,
entituled, A Paftoral Ballad : which I think, for
its nature and fimplicity, may (notwithftanding
the modefty of the title) be allowed a perfet Pal-
toral, It is compofed in the Somerfetthire dia=
le, and the names fuch as are proper to the
country people. It may be obferved as a further
beauty of this Paftoral, the words Nymph, Dryad,
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Naiad, Fawn, Cupid, or Satyr, are not once men-
tioned throughout the whole, I fhall make no
apology for inferting fome few lines of this excel-
lent piece.  Cicily breaks thus into the fubje&; as
the is going a milking : '

Cicily. Rager, go vetch #ha® Kee, or elfe the Zun
Will quite be go, bevore ¢ bave balf a don,

Roger. Thou fhouldft not ax: ma tweece, but Poe g by
Lo dreve our bull o bull the Parfor’s Kee,

It is to be obferved, that this whole dialogue is
formed upon the paflion of Jealoufy ; and his men-
tioning the Parfon’s Kine naturally revives the jea-

loufy of the fhepherdefs Cicily,which fhe exprefles
as follows:

Cicily..4b Rager, Rager, ches was sope avraid,
When in yon Vield Jou k1[5’ d the Parfon's maid;
Is this the love that once to me you zed,

When_from the Wake thou brought'f} me ginger-
bread 2

Roger, Ciczly, thou charg' [} me valfe,--I'll zwear 1

thee,

Tha Parfen's maid is Sl @ maid for me.

In which anfwer of his, are expreffed at once
that Spirit of Religion, and that Innocence of the

: That is, the Kine or Cows.
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Golden age, fo neceflary to be obferved by all wri-
ters of Paftoral.

At the conclufion of this piece, the author re-
conciles the Lovers, and ends the Eclogue the
moft fimply In the world :

So Rager parted vor to vetch tha Kee,
And vor ber bucket in went Gicily.

I am loth to fhow my fondnefs for antiquity fo far
a5 to prefer this ancient Britith author to our pre-
fent Englith Writers of Paftoral; but I cannot
avoid making this obvious remark, that Philips
hath hit into the fame road with this old Weit
Country Bard of ours.

After all that hath been faid, I hope none can
think it any injuftice to Mr. Pope that 1 forebore
to mention him as a Paftoral writer ; fince, upon
the whole, he is of the fame clafs with Mofchus
and Bion, whom we have excluded that rank;
and of whofe Eclogues, as well as fome of Virgil’s,
it may be faid, that (according to the defcription
we have given of this fort of poetry) they are by
#0 means Paftorals, but fomething better,
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O May 21, 1713,

Primoque a caede ferarum
Incaluiffe putem maculatum fanguine ferrum. Ovip,

Cannot think it extravagant to imagine, that

mankind are no lefs, in proportion, account-
able for the ill ufe of their dominion over creatures
of the lower rank of beings, than for the exercife
of tyranny over their own Species. - The more
entirely the inferior creation is fubmitted to our
power, the more anfwerable we fhould feem for
our mi{management of it ; and the rather, as the
very condition of nature renders thefe creatures in-
capable of receiving any recompence in another life
for their ill treatment in this.

*'Tis obfervable of thofe noxious animals, which
have qualities moft powerful to injure us, that they
naturaily avoid mankind, and never hurt us unlefs
provoked, or neceflitated by hunger.. Man, on
the other hand, feeks out and purfues even the
moit inoffenfive animals, on purpofe to perfecute
and deftroy them,

Montaigne thinks it fome refleGtion upon hu~
man nature itfelf, that few people take delight in
feeing beafts carefs or play together, but almoft
every one s pleafed to fee them lacerate and wor-
ry one another, I am forry this temper is become
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almoft a diftinguifhing character of our own na-
tion, from the obfervation which is made by fo-
reigners - of our beloved paftimes, Bear-baiting,
Cock-fighting, and the like. We fhould find it
hard to vindicate the deftroying of any thing that
has life, merely out of wantonnefs 3 yet in this
principle our children are bred up, and one of the
fuft pleafures we allow them, is the licence of in-
fliting pain upon poor animals : almoft as foon as
we are fenfible what life is ourfelves, we make it
our {port to take it from other creatures. I cannot
but believe a very good ufe might be made of the
fancy which children have for birds and infects.
Mr. Locke takes notice-of a mother who permit-
ted them to her children, but rewarded or punifh-
ed them as they treated them well or ill. This
was no other than entering them betimes into a dai-
ly exercife of humanity, and improving their very
diverfion to a virtue.

I fancy too, fomme advantage might be taken of

the common notion, that ’tis ominous or unlucky,
to deftroy  fome forts of birds, as Swallows and
Martins, - This opinion might -poffibly arife from
the confidence thefe birds feem to put in us by
building under our roofs, fo that it is 2 kind of
violation of the laws of hofpitality to murder them.
As for Robin-red-breafts in particular, ’tis not 1m-
probable they owe their {ecurity to the old ballad
of The Children in the Wood. However it be, 1

v ; = Spag
don’t know; I fay, why this prejudice, well im-
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proved and carried as far as it would go, might not
be made to conduce to the prefervation of many in-
nocent creatures, which are now expofed to all the
wantonnefs of an ignorant barbarity.

There are other animals that have the misfor-
tune, for no manner of reafon, to be treated 4
common enemies Where-ever found. The conceit
that a Cat has nine lives has coft at leaft nine lives
in ten of the whole race of them : fcarce a boy in
the ftreets but has in this point outdone Hercules
himfelf, who was famous for killing a monfter
that had but three lives. Whether the unaccount-
able animofity againft this ufeful domeftick may be
any caufe of the general perfecution of Owls (who
are a fort of feathered cats) or whether it be only
an unreafonable pique the moderns have taken to
a ferious countenance, I fhall not determine. Tho’
I am inclined to believe the former ; fince I ob-
ferve the {ole reafon alledged for the deftruction of
Frogs is becaufe they are like Tooads. Yet amidit
all the misfortunes of thefe unfriended creatures,
‘tis fome happine(s that we have not yet taken
fancy to eat them: for fhould our countrymen fe-
fine upon the French never o little, ’tis not to be
conceived to what unheard-of torments owls, cats,
and frogs may be yet referved. '

When we grow up to men, we have another
fucceflion of Sanguinary fports ; in particular hunt-
ing. I dare not attack a diverfion which has fuch
authority and cuftom to fupport it ; but muft have
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leave to be of opinion, that the agitation of that
exercife, with the example and number of the cha-
fers, not a little contribute to refift thofe checks,
which compaffion would naturally fuggelt in be-
half of the animal purfued. Nor fhall I {fay with
Monfieur Fleury, that this fport is a remain of the
Gothic barbarity ; but I muft animadyvert upon a
certain cuftom yet in ufe with us, and barbarous
enough to be derived from the Goths, or even the
Scythians : I mean that favage compliment our
huntfmen pafs upon Ladies of quality, who are
prefent at the death of a Stag, when they put the
knife in their hands to cut the throat of a helplefs,
trembling and weeping creature.

Queflugue cruentus,

Atque Imploranti fimilis.—--

But if our {ports are deftructive, our gluttony is
more fo, and ]n a more inhuman manner. Lob-
fters roafted alive, Pigs whipp'd to death, Fowls
fewed up, are teftimonies of our outragious lux-
ury. " Thofe, who (as Séneca exprefles it) divide
their lives betwixtan anxious confcienice, and a nau-
feated fromach, ]mvc a'juft reward ‘of “their glut-
tony in'the ' difeafes it brings with it “for human
favages, Tike other wild bea{%% i Hares and poy-
fon in the provifions of life, a;1d are ‘allured by
their appetite to'their deftruétion. I know nothing
more fhocking, ‘6r horrid, than the profpeét of
oné of their kitchins covered with bload,” and fill-
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ed with  the cries of creatures expiring in tortures;
It gives one an image of a Giant's den in-a ros
mance beftraw’d with the feattered heads and mans
gled limbs of thofe who were flain by his cruelty.

The  excellent Plutarch (who  has' more
ftrokes ‘of ‘good-nature. in his writings than I
remember in any author) cites a faying of Cato
to- this effe@: ¢ That ’tis no eafy tafk to
¢ preach to the belly which has no ears. Yet
“if (fays he) we are athamed to be fo out of
¢ fafhion as not to offend; let us at leaft offend
“ with fome difcretion and meafure.  If we kil
““an amimal for our provifion, let us do it with
¢“ the meltings of compafiion, and without tor:
““ menting it. - Let us confider, that ’tis in its own
““ nature cruelty to put a living creature to death;
“ we at leaft deftroy a foul that has fenfe and per-
““ception.” In the life of Cato the Cenfor, he
takes occafion from the fevere difpofition’ of that
man to difcourfe in this manner: * It ought to be
““ efteemed a happinefs to mankind, that our hu-
“ manity has a wider {phere to exert itfelf in, than
“ bare juftice. It is no more than the obligation
¢ of our very birth to practife equity to our own
¢ kind ; but humanity may be extended thro’ the
““ whole order of creatures, even to the meaneft:
“ foch actions of charity are the over-flowings of @
“ mild good nature on all below us. It is cer-
“ tainly the part of a well-natured man to take
“ care of his horfes and dogs, not only in expec-
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t tation of their labour while they are foals and
«whelps, but even when their old age has made
“them incapable of fervice.”

Hiftory tells us of a wiie and polite nation, that
rejected a perfon of the frft quality, who ftood
for a'judiciary office, only becanfe he had been
obferved in his youth to take pleafure in tearing
and murdering of birds. And of another, that ex-
pelled.a man out of the fenate for dathing a bird
againft the ground which had taken (helter in his
bofom. Every one knows how remarkable the
Turks are for their humanity in thiskind. 1 re-
member an Arabian author, who has written a
treatife to (hetv, how faraman, fuppofed to have
{ubfifted in ‘a defert ifland, without any inftruc-
tion, or fo much as the fight of any other man,
may, by the pure light of nature, attain the know-
ledge of philofophy and virtue. One of the firft
things he makes him obferve is, that univerfal be-
nevolence ‘of mature in the protetion and prefer-
vation of its ‘creatures. -In imitation of ‘which, the
firft a&' of virtue he thinks his felf-taught philofo-
pher would ' of courfe fall into is, to relieve and
affift all the animals about him in their wants and
diftrefies.

Qvid has fome very tender and pathetick lines
applicable to this cccafion:

Quid meruiftis, oves, placidum pecus, iague tegendos
2

Natum homines, pleno que fertis in ubere neclas

2
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Mollia que nobis veflras velaming lonas
Preehétis'] Vitaque 1magis Guam morte juvatis,
Ruid meruers bovés. anivial Sme fraide dolifque,
Tnnocaum,” fimplex, natum tolerare labores 2
Immemor off demum, nec Jrugum munere dignus,
Rur potust,” curor dempto modo pondere aratri,
Raricolam’ mallare Sfuznt =-= <

Ream male confuesit, guam Je parat ille criori
Dmpius bumano, viruli qut guttura cultro
Rumpit, et immotas prahet mugttibus aures!
Adt gus vagitus fimiles puerilibus badum
Edentem pugulare poteft ) ——

Perhaps that, veice or cry {o nearly refembling the
human, with which providence has endued fo
many different animals, might purpofely, be given
them to move our pity; and prevent thofe cruel-
ties we are too apt to infli& on our fellow crea-
tures,

There is 2 paflage in the book of Jonas, when
God declares his unwillingnefs to deftroy Nineveh,
where; methinks, that compafiion of ' the creator,
which' extends to the meaneft rank of. his crea-
tures, 1s exprefled with wonderful tenderneﬁ.—--
¢“Should I not {pare Nineveh the great  City,
““ wherein are more than  fix thoufand perfons=--
“And alfo much cattel > And we have in Det-
teronomy a precept of great good nature of this {ort
withh a blefling in form annexed to it in thofe
words:: «““If thou fhalt find a  bird’s neft in the
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® way, thou fhalt not take the dam with the
‘young : But thou fhalt in any wife_let the dam
““ go, that it may be well with thee, and that
“thon may {t prolong thy days.

To conclude, there is certainly a degree of gra-
titude owing to thofe animals that ferve us ; asfor
fuch a5 are mortal or noxious, we have a right to
deftroy them ; and for thofe that are neither of
advantage or prejudice to us, the common enjoy-
inent of life is what I cannot think we ought to
deprive thein of.

This whole matter, with régard to each of thefe
confiderations; "is fet in a very agreeable light in
ohe'of the Perfian fables of Pilpay, with which I
{hall end this paper.

A-traveller pafling thro' a thicket, and feeing
afew fparks of a fite, which fome pafferigers had
kindled as they went that way before, made up to
it.7 Ona {udden the fparks caught hold of a buth,
in the midft of which lay an ddder, and fet it in
flames. - The adder intréated the traveller's affilt-
ance, 'who tying a big to the end of his flaff,
reached it, and drew him out: he then bid
him'go where be pleafed, but never more be hurt-
ful to:-men, fince he owed his life to a man’s
compaflion. ~ The adder; however, prepared
to fting him, and when he expoftulated how
hjuft it was to retaliate good with evil, T fhall
do no more (faid the adder) than what you men
pta@ice every day, whofe cuftom it is to requite

. A
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benefits with ingratitude. If you can deny this
truth, let us refer it to the frft we meet. The
man confented, and feeing a Tree, put the quef-
tion to it, in what manner a good turn was to be
recompenced ! If you mean according to the ufage
of Men (reply’d the Tree) By its contrary. I haye
been ftanding here thefe hundred years to protect
them from the fcorching fun, and in requital they
have cut down my branches, and are going to faw
my body into planks. Upon this the adder infult-
ing the man, he appealed to a fecond evidence,
which was granted, and immediately they met a
Cow. . The fame demand was made, and much
the fame.anfwer given, that among men it was cer-
tainly fo: I know it, faid the Cow, by woful ex-
perience; for I have ferved a man this long time
with milk, butter and cheefe,  and - brought
him befides a Calf every, year: but now I am
old, he turns me into this pafture, with defign
to fell me to a butcher, ‘who will thortly make
an end of me. The traveller upon this {toed con-
founded, but defired of courtely one trial more, to
be finally judged by the next beafls they fhould
_Meet.  "This happened to be the F ox, ‘who upon
hearing the ftory in all its circumf{tances, could not
be perfuaded it was poflible  for the adder to get
into {0 narrow 2 bag. 'The adder to convince him
went.in again; the Fox told the man he had now
his enemy in his power, and with that he faften-
ed the bag, and crufhed him to pieces.




THE GUARDIAN. 141

N’ 91, June 235, 1713.

ineft fua gratia panvis. VYire.

To NesTor Irons1DE, Efq;

S IR,

«F Remember'a faying of yours concerning per-
« R fons inlow circumftances of ftature, thattheir
«littlenefs would hardly be taken notice of, if they
« did not ' manifeft a confcioufnefs of it themfelves
in all their behaviour. Indeed the obfervation
«that no man is ridiculous for being what he 1s,
“but only for the affeftation of being fomething
““more, -is equally true inregard to the mind and
““the body. :

¢ 1 queftion not but it will be pleafing to you
‘to hear, that 4 fett of us have formed a fociety,
“who are fworn to dare to be fhort, and boldly
““bear out the dignity of littlenefs under the nofes
“of thofe-enormous engrofiers of manhood, thofe
& 11}*perbolical montters of the Species, the tall
“fellows that overlook us.

“/The day of ‘our inftitution was the tenth of
“December, being ‘the fhorteft of the yéar; ‘on
“which we are to hold ‘an ‘annual Feaft over a
“dith of Shrimps.

T
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“ The place we have chofen for this meeting is
“ i the little Piazza, not 'without an eye to the
* neighbourhood of Mr. Powel’s Opera, for the
““ performers of which, we have, as becomes us,
ey brotherly affeGion.

“ At our firft refort hither, an old woman
“'brought her fon to the Club Room, defiring he
“ might be educated in this School, becaufe the
“ faw here were finer Boys than ordinary. How-
* ever, this accident no way difcouraged our de-
“figne. We began with fending invitations to
“ thofe of a {tature not exceeding five fpot, to re-
** pair to our affembly; but the greater part re-
*“ turned excufes, or pretended they were not qua-
¢ lified,

“ One faid, he wag indeed but five foot at pre-
“fent, but reprefented that he fhould {86n ex-
“ceed that proportion, his perriwig-maker and
“ fhoe-maker hﬁwing lately promifed him three
““ inches more betwixt them.

* Another alledged, he was fo unfortunate as to
““ have one leg fhorter than the other, and who-
* ever had determined his ftature tp five foot, had
‘““ taken him at a difadvantage; for when he was
" mounted on the other leg, he was, at leaft five
*“ foot two inches and a half,

** There were fome who queftioned the exactnefs

" of our meafures, and others inftead of complying,

* returned us informations of people yet fhorter
" than themfelves. Tn 3 word, almoft every one
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« recommended fome neighbour or acquaintances.
¢« whom he was willing we fhould look upon to
¢ be lefs than he. We were not a little afhamed,
« that thofe who are paft the years of growth,
« and whofe beards pronounce them men, fhould
“be guilty of as many unfair tricks, in this point,
a5 the moft afpiring children when, they are
« meafured.

« We therefore proceeded to fit up the Club-
“Room, and provide conveniencies for our ac-
« commodation. In the firft place, we caufed a
« tota] removal of all the chairs, {tools, and tables,
« which had ferved the grofs of mankind for many
“ years,

« The difadvantages we had undergone while
« we made ufe of thefe, were un{peakable. = The
“ Prefident’s whole body was funk 1n the elbow-
“ chair, and when his arms were {pread over- it,
“ he appeared (to the great leflening of his dig-
“ nity) like a child in a_ go-cart: It was alfo fo
“ wide in the feat, as to give 2 wag occafion of
“ faying, that, notwithftanding the Prefident {ate
“in it, there was a Sede Vacante. :

“ The table was fo_high, that one who came
“ by chance to the dogr, {ecing our chins juft above
“ the pewter difhes, took us for a circle of.-men
“ that {ate ready to be (hayed, and fent in halfa
*“ dozen Barbers. e

« Another time, one of the Club {poke in 2:lu-
¢ dicrous manner of the Prefident, imagining he

%

A
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“ had been abfent, when he was only eclipfed by
“.a flafk ofiFlorence, which ftood on the table in
*“.a parallel line before his face.

 We therefore new furnithed the room in all
“ refpecs proportionably to us; and had the door
““made lower, fo as to admit no man of aboye
“ five foot hish without bruthing - his foretop,
““ which whoever does is utterly ungualified to fit
““ among us,

Some of the Statutes of the Club are as Jfollow,

“ 1. If it be proved upon any member, though
“never {o duly qualified, thdt he ftrives as much
*“ as poflible to get above his fize, by ftretching,
“ cocking, or the like; or that he hath ftood on
“tiptoe in a crowd, with defign to be taken for as
““tall a man as the reft 5 ‘or hath privily conveyed
“any large book, cricket, or other device under
““him to exalt him on his feat - every fuch offender
““ fhall be fentenced to walk in pumps for a whole
““ month.

“ 1L If any member fhall take advantage from
““ the fulnefs or length of his Wig, or any part of
““ his drefs, or the immoderate extent of his hat,
““or otherwife, to feem larger or higher than he is,
““1t 1s ordered, he fhall wear red heels to his thoes,
““and a red feather in his hat ; which may appa-
“rently mark and fet bounds to the extremities of
““ his finall dimenfion, that a]] people may readily
* find him out between his hat and his fhoes,
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« III. If any member fhall purchafe a_horfe
« for his own' riding, above fourteen hHands and
« 3 half in height; that horfe fhall forthwith be.
«fold, aScotch galloway bought in" its {tead for
& h]m, and the uvmplus of ‘the money fhall treat
“the Club.

« [V.'If any member, in dire& contradiétion
¢ to the fundamental laws of the Soc ety, fhall
« wear the heels of his thoes exceeding one inch
“and half; it fhall be mterpwigd 4§ an Open:re-
“ qunciation of littlenefs, and the criminal fhall
“inftantly be expelled. . Note, The form to. be

“ufed in expelling a member fhall be.in: thefe.
“ wotds ; « Go from among us, and be tall.if
“you can !

% It is the unanimous opinion of eur w hole {o~
“clety, that fince the race of mankind is granted
“to_have decreafed in ftature, from the beovmm
“to this prefent, it is the intent of ‘\Tatuie lti{.“'
“that men thould be little ; and we believe, that.

all human kind fhall at laft grow down .to per=
“feCtion, that is to fay, be xcum,cd to our own
“meafure,
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N°. g2. June:26; 1713,

Homunculi; quanti funt, cum recogito! Praur.

To Nestor IRONS:DE, Efg;

e Y O U are now acquainted with the nature
& and defign of our - inftitution ; the Cha-
““ racter of the members, and the topicks of our
““ Converfation, are what remain for the fubject
““ of this Epiftle.

““ The moft eminent perfons of . our affembly
* are a little Poet, a little Lover, a little Politician,
““and a little Heroe. The firfk of thefe, Dick
““ Diftick by name, we have elected Prefident :
** not only as he is the fhorteft of us all, but be-
‘“ caufe he has entertained fo juft a fenfe of his
“ flature, asto go generally in black, that he may
" appear yet lefs, Nay, to that petfeétion is he
“ arrived, that he ftoops as he walks. The figure
* of the man is odd enough ; he is alively little
“ creature, with long arms and legs:: a Spi-
““ der is no ill emblem of him: he has been taken
“* at a diftance for a fmall Windmill. . But indeed
““ what principally moved usin his favour was his
“ talent in Poetry, for he hath promifed te under-
““take 2 long work in fhort verfe to celebrate the




THE -GUARDLEAN: 247

 heroes of our fize. He has entertained fo great
“ 3 refpet for Statius,-on the feore-of that line,

Major in exiguo regnabat: corpore Virtus,

“that he once defigned. to tranflate’ the whole
“ Thebaid for the fake of little Tydeus.

“ Tom Tiptoe, a dapper black fellow, is the
“moft gallant lover of the age. He is parti-
“ cularly nice in his habiliments ; and to the end
“Juftice tnay be done him that way, conftantly
“employs the fame artift who makes attire for the
“neighb'ring Princes and Ladies of quality at Mr.
“Powel’s, The vivacity of his temper inclines
“ him fometimes to boaft of the favours of the
“ Pair. “He was t'other night excufing his ablence
““from the club on account of an affignation with
“aTady (and, as he had the vanity to tell us, a
“tall oiie too) who had confented to the full ac-
“complifhment of his defires’ that evening: But
“one of ‘the ‘company, ‘who ‘was his confident,
“affuredus {he was' 4 woman of humour, and
“’made the dagreement on this condition; that his
“itoe'{hould be tied to hers.

“ Qur Politician isa perfon of real gravity, and
“profefled wifdom : Gravity in a man of this fize,
“compared ‘with that of one of ‘ordinary bulk,
“appears like the gravity of'a Cat compared with
“that'of ‘a Lion. This gentleman'is accuftom-
ied to talk to himf{elf; and was once over=heard
#to comparehis own perfon to 2 little cabinet,
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““ wherein atellocked up vall the fecrets of flate,
““ and refined fchemes of Princes. His face is pale
*“,and meagre, which proceeds from much watch-
““ ing and ftudying for the welfare of Europe;which
““3s alflo thought to have ftinfed his growth s for
‘“ he hath deftroyed his own conftitution with tak-
‘““ing care.of that of the nation, He is what
“ Monf. Balzac calls, a great Diftiller of the max-
“1ms of Tacitus: when he {peaks, it is-flowly,
“ and word by word, as one that is loth to enrich
“you too faft with his obfervations ; like'a lim-
““‘beck that gives you, drop by drop,’ an extra®
“of the little that is in it.

“ The laft I fhall mention is Tim. Tuck, the
“ Hero,  He s particularly remarkable for the
““ length of his Sword, which interf{ects his per-
“don in a crofs line, and makes him appear not
“ unlike a Fly that the boys have run a pin thro’,
“and fet a walking,  He once challenged a 'tall
¢ fellow for giving him a- blow' on the pate with
“ his elbow, as he pafled along the fireet. - But
*“ what he efpecially values himfelf upon is, - that
“ in all the campaigns he has made, he never once
* duck’d at the whizz of a cannon ball. - Tim.
* was full as large at foufteen years old as he is
“ now. . This we are tender of mentioning, 'your
*¢ little Heroes. being generally cholerick.

“ Thefe are. the gentlemen that moft enliven
**our converfation. . The difcourfe generally turns
* upon fuch accidents, whether fortunatésot-un
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“ fortunate, as -are daily occafioned by ourfize :
“ thefe we faithfully communicate,. either as mat-
“ ter of mirth or of confolation ‘to'each other.
“ The Prefident had lately an.unlucky fall, ‘being
“ unable to keep his legs on a flormy day ; where-
“ upon he informed us it was no new difafter, but
“ the fame. a certain ancient Poet had been' fubject
“to; who is recorded to: have been{o light that
‘“ he was obliged to poize himfelf againft the wind,
“with lead on one fide, and  his own works on
“the other, ~The Lover confeft the other night
“ that he had been cured of love to atall woman,
“ by reading over the legend of Ragotine in Scar-
“ron, with his tea; ithree mornings {ucceffively.
“ Qur. Hero irarely acquaints-us . with any of his
“ unfuccefsful adventures: and as for the Politici-
“an, the.declares himfelf an utter enemy to all
“ kind: of burlefque;: fo will never difcompofe the
“ aufterity of his afpe& by laughing at our adven-
“ tures,- much lefs difcover any of his own in'this
“ ludicrous light. Whatever he :tells of any ae-
“ cidents.that befal him, s by way of complaint,
“ nor is he ever langh’d at but in his Abfence.

“ We are likewife particularly careful to com-
“ municate in the club all fuch paffages of hiftory,
“ or characters of illuftrious perfonages, as any
“ way refle& honour on little men, - Tim. Tuck
“ having but juft reading enough for ‘a military
“ man, pecpetually entertains us with the fame
¢ ftories, of little David thatconquered the mighty

L2 |
*
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““ Goliah, and little Luxembourg that made Louis
““xiv. a grand Monarque, never forgetting Iit-
““tle Alexander the great. Dick Diftick celebrates
““ the exceeding humanity of Auguftus, who call:
““ ed Horace lepidzjfimum homunciolum; and is won-
“ derfully pleafed with Voiture and Scarron, for
“ having fo well defcribed their diminutive forms
“to pofterity. He is peremptorily of opinion,
“ againft a great Reader and all his adherents, that
« /B{op was not a jot properer or handfemer than
““ he is reprefented by the common pictures. But
“the Soldier believes with the learned perfon
““ above-mentioned ; for he thinks none but an
«“ impudent tall author could be guilty of fuch an
““ unmannerly piece of fatire on little ‘warriors, as
“ his Battle of the Moufe and the Frog. The
« Politician is 'very proud-of 2 ‘certain King of
“ Egypt, called Bocchor, who; as Diodorus al-
“ {uresus, was a perfon of avery low ftature; but
“ far exceeded all that went before him in diftre-
““ tion and politicks,

“ As-1-am Secretary-to the club, ’tis my bufi-
“ nefs, whenever we meet, to take minutes of the
“ tranfactions : this has 'enabled’ me 't fend you
“the foregoing particulars, as T may 'hereafter
“ other memoirs. 'We have fpies appointed in
“ every quarter of the town, to give ¢ informd-
““ tions of the mifbehaviour of fuch refractory per-
“fons as-refufe to " be fubjeft to ‘our’ fatutes.
£ Whatfoever afpiring practices any of thefe our
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(%]

« people fhall be guilty of in their Amours, fingle

“ Combats, or any indirect means to manhood,

“ we {hall certainly be acquainted with, and pub-

«lith to the world,. for their punifhment and re-

“ formation. For the Prefident has granted me

“ the {ole propriety of expofing and fhewing to

« the town all fuch intractable Dwarfs, whofe cir-

« cumftances exempt them from being carried
“ about in. Boxes : referving only to himfelf, as
“ the right of a Poet, thofe {mart characters that
“ will thine in Epigrams. Venerable Neftor, I
“ falute you in the name of the club.

Bog. Suort, Secretary.

No373. September 29, 1713

Nec fera comantem
Narciffam; aut flexi tacuiffem vimen Acanthi,

Pallentefque hederas, et:amantes littora myrtos.
Vizre.

Lately took a particular friend of mine to my
houfe. in the country, not without fome ap-
prehenfion, that it could afford little entertainment
to-a man of his polite tafte, particularly in archi-
teture and gardening, who had fo long been eon-
verfant with all that is beautiful and great in ei-
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ther. But it was a pleafant furprize to me, to heir
him often declare he had found in my little retire-
ment that beauty which he always thought want-
ing in the moft celebrated feats (or, if you will,
Villa’s) of the nation. “This he defcribed to me
in thofe verfes with which Martial begins one of
his epigrams ;

Baiana noflri villz, Baffe, Fauflini,

WNon otigfis ordinata myrtetis,

Viduague platano, tonfilique -buxeto,

Ingrata lati [patia detinet campi ;

Sed rure vero, barbarogque letatur.

There is certainly fomething in the amiable
fimplicity of unadorned Nature, that {preads over
the mind a more noble fort of tranquillity, and a
loftier {fenfation of pleafure, than can be raifed from
the nicer fcenes of art,

This was the tafte of the Ancients in their gar-
dens, as we may difcover from the defcriptions
extant of them. The two moft celebrated wits of
the world have each of them left us a particular
picture of a Garden; wherein thofe great mafters
being wholly unconfined, and painting at pleafure,
may be thought to have given a full idea of what
they efteemed moft excellent in this way. Thefe
(one may obferve) confift intirely of the ufeful part
of horticulture, fruit trees, herbs, water, etc. The
pieces T -am fpeaking of are Virgil's account of the
garden of the old Corycian, and Homer’s of that
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ftudy to,recede from Nature, not only in the vas
rious tonfure of greens into the moft regular and
formal fhapes, but even in monftrous attempts be-
yond the reach of the art itfelf- We run into {cul-
pture, and are yet better plealed to have our Trees
in the moft aukward figures of men and animals,
than in the mof} regular of their own.

Hine ef nexilibus videas e frondibus hortos,
Implexosilate mures, et moenia cireum
Porrigere, et lotas e ranis. furgere turres;
Deflexamet myrtum in puppes, atque wrearofira:
I busifgue undare fretum, atque e rore rudentes.
Parte alia frondere fuis tentorig caftris;
Scutaque; fpiculaque, et joculantiiv citria vallss.

I believe it is no wrong obfervation, that per-
fons of genius, and thofe who are moft capable of
art, are always moft fond of nature; as fuch are
chiefly fenfible, that all art confifts in the 1mitation
and ftudy of nature: On the contrary, people of
the common leve] of underftanding are principally
delighted with the little niceties and fantaftical
operations of art, and conftantly think that fineft
which is leaft natural. A Citizen is no fooner
proprietor of a couple of Yews, but he entertains
thoughts of ere@ing them into Giants, like thofe
of Guildhall. I know an eminent Cook, who
beautified his country feat with a Coronation-din-
ner in greens, where you fee the Champion flou-
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rithing on horfeback at one end of the table, and
the Queen in perpetua }outh at the other;

For the benefit of all my loving countrymen of
this curious tafte, I fhall here pubhin a catalogue
of Greens to be difpofed of by an eminent Town=
Gardiner, who has lately applied to me upon this
heéad, He reprefents, that for the advancement
of a politer fort of ornament in the Villa’s: and
Gardens adjacent to this great city, and inorder
to diftinguifh thofe places from the meer barba-
rous countries of grofs nature, the world ﬁands
much in need of a virtuofo Gardiner, who has
tarn to fculpture, and 1Is thereby capable of im-
_proving ut)on the ancients; in the imagery of Eves-
greens. I proceed to his catalogue.

Adam and Eve in Yew; Adam a little fhattered
by the fall of the Tree of Knowledge in the
great florm; Eve and the Serpent very flou-
rifhing.

Noah’s ark ‘in Holly, the rib 4 little damaged
for want of water.

The Tower of Babel, not yet finifh ed.

St, George in Box ; his arm fcarce long enough,
but Wlil be in a condition to fick the Dmrrcn
by next April.

A green Dragon of the fame,w ith a tail of Ground-
Ivy for thc ;* efent.

N ‘B Thefe two not to be fold feparat ely.

1 Aaz
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Edward the Black Prince in Cyprefs.

A Lavruffine Bear in Bloffom, with 4 Juniper
Hunter in Berries.

A pair of Giants, ftunted, to be fold cheap.

A Queen Elizabeth in Phyllirea, a little inclining
t6 the'green ficknefs, but of full orowth,

Another Queen Elizabeth in Myrtle, which was
very forward, but mifcarried by being too near
a-Savine:

An old Maid of honour in Wormwaood.

A topping Ben. Johnfon in Laurel.

Divers eminent modern Poets in Bays, fomewhat
blighted, to be difpofed of a pennyworth.

A quick-fet Hog fhot up into a Porcupine, by
being forgot a week in rainy weather.

A Lavender Pigg, with Sage growing in his belly.

A pair of Maidenheads in Firr, in great for-
wardnefs.

He alfo cutteth family pieces of men, 'women,
and children, fo that any sentleman may have his
lady’s effigies in Myrtle, or his' own in- Hefh-
beam. -
Thy Wife fball be as the ruitful Vine, and thy

Children as Olive-branches round thy table.
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