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158 PREFACE TO

only reduce the beauties of Nature to more regy-
larity, and fuch a figure, which the common cye
may. better take in, and is therefore More enter-
tained with.  And perhaps the reafon why com-
mon Criticks are inclined to prefer a judicious and
methodical genius to a great and fruitful one, s,
becaufe thEy find it eafier for themfelves to_purfue
their obfervations through an uniform and bound-
ed walk of Art, than to comprehend the vaft and
various extent of Nature.

Ourrauthor’s work is a wild paradife, where if
we cannot fee all the beauties {o diftinétly as inan
ordered garden, it is only becaufe: the numberof
them is infinitely greater. - "Tis like a copious/nur-
fery which contains the feeds and firft produétions
of every kind, ‘out of ‘which thofe who followed
him have but fele@ed fome particular plants, each
according to his fancy, to cultivate and béautify.
If fome things are too luxuriant, it is owing tothe
richnefs of the foil 5 and if others ‘are net arrived
to perfetion or maturity, it is only ‘becaufe they
arc over-run and oppreft by thofe of a ftronger na-
ture.

It is to the ftrength of this amazing ' invention
We are to attribute that unequal’d fire and rapture,
which is fo forcible in Homer, that no man of a
trae poetical fpirit is mafter of himfelf while he
reads him. . What he writes; is of the moft ani-
mated nature imaginable ; every thing  moves,
every thing lives, and is put in ‘action,  If & coun=
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eil be called, or a battle fought, you are not cold-
¥ o } ‘

l}r informed of what was faid or done as from a

third perfon ; the reader is hurried ocut of himfelf
by the force of the Poet’s imagination, and turns
in one place to 3 hearer, in another to a {pectator.
The courfe of his verfes refembles that of the army
he defcribes,
Oi d'ag iTay, Soel 16 wue) xbay wave vEpallo:

They pour along like a fire that [weeps the whole earth
' befare i¢. "Tis however remarkable that his fancy,
which is every where vigorous, 1s not difcovered
immediately at the beginning of his poem in its
fulleft fplendor : It growsin the progrefs both up-
on himfelf and others, and becomes on fire like'a
chariot-wheel, by its own rapidity. Exa& dif-
-pofition; | juft thought, correct elocution;, polithed
numbers; may have bzen found in a thoufand ; but
this postical fire, this Viwvida vis animit, i a very
few. Even in works where all thofe'are imperfect
or negleced, this can over-power criticifm;: and
make us admire evén while we difapprove. Nay,
where this appears, though attended with abfurdi-
ties, it brightens all the ru bith abeut at, till we
fee nothinz but its own fplendor.. . This Fire is

difcerned in - Virgil, but difcerned ‘as through-a
glafs; refle€ted from-Homer, more (hining than
fierce, but every where equal and conftant s In
Lucan-and Statius, it burfts out 10 {udden, -{hort,
and intérrupted flathess In Milton it glowshixe a
+ Aa 4
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furnace kept up fo-an uncommon ardor by the
force of arts, In S Shakefpear, it ftrikes before we
are aware; like' an accidental fire from heaven :
But.in Homer,- and -in him only, it burns every
where clearly, and every where irrefiftibly.

I (hall-here endeavous to {how, how this vaft
Invention exerts itfelf in a m: wnner {uperior to that
offﬂnzwpoc:t through all the main co u”lm Nt parts
of his work, as it is the great and peculiar charac-
teriftic which d ="11.1-; wifhes him from all otheraus
thors,

This ftrong and ruling ftm!t*- was li Lu 4 pow-
erful ftar, ‘which in th* viokence of  it§ courfe,
drew all things within its 407 zex. ? fzenied not
enough to have taken in the whole ciicle of arts,

ndt 1€ whole compafs of nature to fupply his
maxims and. refle@ions; all the inward paffions
and affe@ions of ma ankind, “to furnifh his charace

11

ters; and all the o itward fo rms and ]111.?"%““:- of
things for his defc: iptio ns; bLu. wanting yet an
ampler fphere to- expatiate i ;- he of ened a new
and boundlefs walk for his i Imagination, and: crea-=
ted 2 world for himfIf in the ; um,mmn of Fable,
That which Ariftotle calls the Seul o “ poetry, was
firft breathed into it by I'li‘:ﬂ}i’_-', I ‘thall begin
Tn-lth confidering him in this part, as.itds natarally
the firft, and I {peak of it both as it means 'the de-
fign of a por_—m, and as it 1§ taken for fiction.
Fable may vided into the probable,  the al-

legorical, and the mzzﬁws’ ous,. ‘The probable fable
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wd

i the fame ‘order. If he has funeral games for
Patroclus, Virgil has the fame for Anchifes, and
Statius (rather than omit them) deftroys the unity
of his a&tion for thofe of Archemorus. ' If Ulyffes
vifit the {hades, the Aneas of Virgil ‘and Scipio
of Silius are fent after him. If he be detained
from his return by the allurements of Calypfo, fo
1s Aneas by Dido, and Rinaldo by Armida. If
Achilles be abfent from tha army on the fcore of
a quarrel through half the poem, Rinaldo muft ab-
fent himtelf juft as long, on the like account. If
he gives his'hero a fuit of celeftial armour, Virgil
and Taflo make the fame prefent to theirs.” Virgil
has not only obferved this ¢lofe imitation’ of Ho-
mer, but where he had not led the way, fupplied
the want from other Greek authors. Thus the
ftory of Sinon and the taking of Troy ‘was' copied
(fays Macrobius) almoft word ‘for word from Pi-
fander, as the Loves of Dido and /Eneas are taken
from thofe of Medea and Jafon in Apollonius, and
feveral others in the fame mannder.

To proceed to the allegorical fable : '1f ‘we re-
fle@ upon thofe innumerable knowledges, ‘thofe
fecrets of nature and phyfical philofophy, which
Homer is generally fappofed to have wrapp'd up
in his allegories, what a' new and ample fcene of
wonder may this confideration afford u1s ¥ How fer-
tile will that imagination appear, which was able
to clothe all the propertics of elements, ‘the qua~
lifications of the mind, the virtues and vices; in




forms and perfons ;: and to introduce them . into
actions agreeable to the nature of the things they
{hadowed ? Thisisa field in which no fucceeding
pocets; could difpute with Homer ; and. whatever
con1-.'nenf1f1fiop“ have been allowed them:on this

Ing enlarg Ld his circle, but for tl:f.:.u‘ judgment in

head, -are by no means for their.invention in hayv-
10
having cozmaL,l{d it. For when themode of learn-
ing changed in following ages, an-:‘l {cience was
delivered in a: plainer manner ; it then became as
reafonable in the more modern poets to lay it afide,
as it was in Homer to make ufe of it. . And per-
haps it was no unhappy circamitance for Virgil,
that there was not in his time that demand upon
him of {o great an invention, asm vight be capable
of furnifhing all thofe allegorical partsof a poem.
The marvellous fable includes whatever 1s {uper-
natural, -and efpecially the machines of the Gods
He {eems the firft who brought theminto a i\,le
of machinery: for poetry; and fuch a one as make
its U‘l‘ﬁ”lt(:ﬁ importance and dignity. For we imi
thofe authors who have been offended at the literal
notion of the Gods,. conftantly laying t their accu-
{ation again{t Homer as the chief fupport of it
But whatever caufe there might be to blame hi:a'
machines 10 a phi‘afophicol or religious view, they
are. {o Pﬂlff.‘k_t in the pu**tlc that mankind have
been ever. fince contented to follow them : None
have been.able to {.’!'kuls”k, the 111 here of poctry be-

yond the limits he has fet: Ever v attempt of this
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nature has proved unfuccefsful ; and after -all the
various chaniges of times and religions; his: Gods
continue to' this day the Gods of poetry.

We come now to the charadters of his perfons:
And here we fhall find no author has ever drawn
1o many, ‘with fo vifible and furprizing  a variety,
or given us {fuch lively and affeéting impreffions of
them.  * Every one has fomething fo fingularly his
own, that no painter could have diftinguithied them
more by their features, than the Poet has by their
manners. - Nothing can be more exac than the
diftinctions he has obferved in the different degrees
of virtues and vices. The fingle quality of courage
is wonderfully diverfified in-the feveral charaéters
of the Iliad: " 'That of Achilles is furious and in=
tractable; that of Diomede forward, yet liftening
to advice and fubject to command : That of Ajax
1s heavy, and felf-confiding ; of Hector active:and
vigilant : The courage of Agamemmon is infpirited
by love of empire and ambition, that of Menelaus
mixed with foftnefs and tendernefs for his people:
We find in Idomeneus a plain dire& foldier, in Sar-
pedon ‘a gallant'and generous one. = Nor is thisju-
dicious and aftonithing diverfity to be found only
m the principal quality which conftitutes the main
of each character, but even in the unc erparts of it,
to which he takes care to give a tin@ure of that
principal one.  ‘For example, the main charaéters
of Ulyffes and Neftor confift in 7wt fdom 3 and:they
are diftinct'in this, that the wildom of one is arti=

-

.
e —
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fictal and wvarious, of the other natural, open, and
regular. But they have, befides,: icharacters of
courage; and this quality alfo t akes a different turn
in each from the difference of his prudence: for
one in the war dept ends {till upon caui tion, the other
upon g.};,uu?q_. It would be endlefs to produce
infrances. of thefe kinds. + The characlers of Vir-
oil are far from ftriking us in this open manner;
they lie ina great t degree hidden and undiftinguith-
ed, and where th{.:.y are marked moft evidently,
affect us not in proportion to thofe of Homer. His
characters of valour are much alike ; even that of

Turnus feems no way peculiar but as it is 1n a {u=-

4

perior degree; and we fee m)thi::g that difference

the courage of Mneftheus from that of Sergeftus,
Cloanthus, ‘or the reft. - In like manner it may be
remarked of Statiug’s heroes, that an air of impe=
tuofity runs thro’ them all ; the {ame horrid and
favage courage appears i his Capaneus, Tydeus,
Hippomedon, etc: hey have a. parity of cha-
rafter, which makes them feem brothers of one
family. - I believe when the reader is fed into this

B - Mg '] : | ] 1
track of refleGion, if he will puriue if tIlI‘O the

EJJ"":K, "lﬂd JT:"{{ ‘u‘,-'l':gf.".'-'.'ié, 11‘.-'_", 'r‘»-’iu E:-L‘ COnvl H._kLI.
h»r:rw mfinitely {uperior in this point the invention
of Homer was to that of all (;i_'!"u'.l S

The [peeches are to be confidered as they flow
from the chara@ers, being perfect or defe&tive as

e
they agree or dﬁfﬂaﬁ with the manners. of tnole
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who utter them.  As‘there is more variety of e¢ha-
racters in the liad, {o there is of {peeches, than
in any other poem. Every thing in it bas man-
ners (as Ariftotle exprefies it) that is, every thing
1s acted or fpoken, Itis hardly credible in 2 work
of fuch length, how fmall a number of lines are
employed in narration. ' In Virgil the dramatie
part s lefs in proportion to the narrative ; and the
{peeches often confift of general refleGtions or
thoughts, which might be equally juft in any per-
fon’s mouth upon the fame occafion, As many
of his perfons have no apparent charaders, fo ma-
ny of his {peeches efcape being applied and judged
by the rule of propriety. We oftner think of the
author himfelf when we read Virgil, than when
we are engaged in Homer : All which are the ef-
felts of acolder invention, that interefts us lefs in
the acion deferibed : Homer makes us hearers,
and Virgil leaves us readers,

If in the next place we take a view of the Jfenti-
ments, the fame prefiding faculty is eminent in the
fublimity and {pirit of his thoughts. Longinus
has given his opinion, - that it was in this part Ho-
mer principally excelled. What were' alone fuf
ficient to prove the grandeur and excellenice of his
fentiments in general, is, that they have fo re-
markable a parity with thoft of the Scripture: Du-
port, in his Gnomologia Homerica, has colle@ted
mnumerable inftances of this fort.  And‘itis with
juftice an excellent modern writer allows, that if
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Virgil has not {o many thoughts that_are low and
vulgar, he has not fo many that are fublime and
noble ; and that the Roman author {eldom rifes
into very aftonifhing {entiments where he i1s not
fired by the Jhad.

If we obferve his defcriptions, images, and fi-
miles, we fhall find the invention {till predomi-
nant. To what elfe can we afcribe that vaft com-
prehenfion of images of every fort, where we fee
each circumitance of art, and individual of nature
fummoned together, by the extent and fecundity
of his imagination ; to which all things, in their
various views, prefented themfelves in an infiant,
and had their impreflions taken off to perfection at
a heat 2, Nay, he not only gives us the full prof-
pects of things, but feveral unexpected peculiari-
ties and fide-views, unobferved by any Painter but
Homer. Nothing is {o furprifing as the defcrip-
tions of his battels, which take up no lefs than
half the f/iad, and are fupplied with fo vait a va-
riety of incidents, that no one bears a likenefs to
another ; fuch different kinds of deaths, that no
two heroes are wounded in the fame manner; and
fuch a profufion of noble ideas, that every battle
rifes above the laft in greatnefs, horror, and con-
fufion. It is certain there is not near that num-
ber of images and defcriptions in any Epic Poet;
though every one has affifted himfelf with a great
quantity out of him: And it 1s evident of Virgil
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efpecially; that he has fcarce any comparifons
which are not drawn from his mafter.

If we defcend from hence to the expreffion, we
fee the bright imagination of Homer thining out in
the mott enlivened forms of it. We acknowledge
him the father of poetical di¢tion, the firft who
taught that language of the Gods to men.  His ex-
preflion‘is like the colouring of fome great mafters,
which difcovers itfelf to be laid on boldly, and exe-
cuted with rapidity. It is indeed the firongeft and
moft glowing imaginable, and touched with the
greateft fpirit.  Ariftotle had reafon to fay, He
was the only poet who had found out living words;
there are in him more daring figures and meta-
phors than in any good author whatever. An ar-
TOW 1S Zmpatient to be on the wing, a weapon
thirfls to.drink the blood of an enemy, and the
like. Yet his expreflion is never too big for the
fenfe, but juftly great in proportion to it. "Tis
the fentiment that fwells and fills out the diction,
which rifes with it, and forms itfelf abont it ¢ And
in the fame degree that a thought is warmer, an
expreflion will be brighter ; as that is more ftrong,
this will become more perfpicuous : Like glafs in
the furnace, which grows to a oreater magnitude
and refines to a greater clearnefs, only as the
breath within is more powerful, and the heat more
intenfe.

To throw his language more out of profe, Ho-
mer feems to have affeéted the compound epstbets.
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This was a fort of compofition peculiarly proper
to poetry, not only as it heighten'd the diétion,
but as it aflifted and filled the 7umbers with great-
er found and pomp, and likewife conduced in fome
meafure to thicken the zmages.  On this laft con-
fideration I cannot but attribute thefe alfo to the
fruitfulnefs of his invention, fince (as he has ma-
naged them) they are a fort of {upernumerary pic-
tures of the perfons or things to which they are
joined. We fee the motion of Hector’s plumes
in the epithet Kaguﬁ'm’sﬁ@u, the landfcape of mount
Neritus in that of EiveeiQuar@~, and fo of others,
which particular images could not have been in-
fited upon fo long as to exprefs them ina defcrip-
tion (tho’ but of a fingle line) without diverting
the reader too much from the principal action or
figure. As a Metaphor is a fhort fimile, one of
thefe Epithets is a fhort defcription

Laftly, if we confider his verfification, we fhall
be fenfible what a fhare of praife is due to his in-
vention in that. He was not fatisfy’d with his
language as he found it fettled in any one part of
Greece, but fearch’d thro’ its differing dialedts with
this particular view, to beautify and perfect his
numbers : He confider’d thefe asthey had a greater
mixture of vowels or confonants, and according-
ly employed them as the verfe required either a
oreater fmoothnefs or ftrength, "What he moft
affeted was the Jonic, which has a peculiar fwrect-
nefs from its never ufing contractions, and from

+ P

+Bb
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its cuftom of refolving the dipthongs into two fyl-
lables : fo as to make the words open them{elves
with a more {preading and {onorous fluency. With
this he mingled the 4s7i¢ contracions, the broader
Dorie, and the feebler AFolic, which: often rejects
its afpirate, or takes off its accent; and compleat-
ed this variety by altering {ome letters with the li-
cence of poetry. . Thus his meafures, inftead of
being fetters to his fenfe, were always in, readinefs
to run aiong with the warmth of his rapture, and
even to give a further reprefentation. of his notions,
in the correfpondence of their founds to what they
fignified. Out of all thefe he has derived that
harmony, which makes us confefs he had not on-
ly the richeft head, but the fineft ear in the world,
This is fo great a truth, that whoever will but
confult the tune of his verfes, even without under-
ftanding them (with the fame fort of diligence as
we. daily fee pra&ifed in the cafe of Italian Operas)
will find more fweetnefs, varicty, and majefty of
found, than in any other language or poetry. The
beauty of his numbers is allowed by the criticks to
be copied but faintly by Virgil himfelf, though
they are fo juft to afcribe it to the mature of the
Latin tongue : Indeed the Greek has fome ad-
vantages both from the natural found of its words,
and the turn and cadence of its verfz, which agree
with the genius of no other language, Virgil was
very fenfible of this, and ufed the utmoft diligence
n working up a more intractable language tq
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whatfoever graces it was capable of ; and in parti-
cular never failed to bring the found of f his line to
a beautiful agreement with its fenfe, If the Gre-
cian poet has not been fo frequently gelebrated on
this account as the Roman, the only reafon is
that fewer criticks have underftood onelanguage
than the other. Dionyfius of Halicarnafius has
pointed out many of our author’s beauties in this
kind, in his treatife of the Con j':,ﬂ?wﬂ of Weords,
and others will be taken notice of in the courfe u*‘
my Notes. It fuffices at prefent to obferye of his
numbers, that they flow with fo much eafe, as to
make one imagine Homer had no other care than
to tranfcribe as faft as the Mzfes dictated ; and at
the fame time with fo much force and migiriting
vigour, that they awaken and raife us like the
found of a trumpet. They roll along as a plenti-
ful river, always in motion, and always full ,
while’ we are borne away by a tide of verfe,
the moft rapid, and yet the m it fmooth imagin-
able.

Thus on whatever fide we contemplate Homer,
what principally firikes us 1s his #nvention. - It is
that which forms the characer of each pnt of his
work ; and accordingly we find it to have made
his fable more extenfive and copious than any other,
his -manners more lively ar:ld_,f,f';;f.f;‘_-_;: marked, his
1PC€CI'1E:.:: more affecting and tranfported, his' fenti-
ments more warm and fublime, his images and de-
.ifli"iptlona more full 'and ant =.-f¢.rh.=::-’: his exprefhon

+-BD2

3
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more razs @ and daring, and his numbers more r4-
pid and various. 1 hope, in what has been faid
of Virgil, with' regard to any of thefe heads, T
have no way derogated from his charaéter. No-
thing is more abfurd or endlefs, than the common
method of comparing eminent writers by an op-
pofition of particular paffages in them, and form-
ing a judgment from thence of their merit upon
the whole. We ought to have a certain know-
ledge of the principal chara&er and diftinguithing
excellence of each : It is in zhat we are to confider
him, and in proportion to his degree in zhat we
are to admire him. No author or man éver €x-
celled all the world in more than one faculty ; and
2s Homer has done this in zzvention, Virgil has in
gudgment.  Not that we are to think Homer want-
ed judgment, becaufe Virgil had it in a more emi-~
nent degree; or that Virgil wanted invention; be-
caufe Homer pofieft a larger fhare of it : Each of
thefe great authors had more of both than perhaps
any man befides, and are only faid to have lefs in
comparifon with one another. Homer was the
greater genius, Virgil the better artift. In one we
moft admire the man, in the other the work. Ho-
mer hurries and tranfports us with a commanding
mmpetuofity. Virgil leads us with an attractive ma-
jefty : Homer fcatters with a generous profufion,
Virgil beftows with a careful magnificence: Homer,
“like the Nile, pours out his riches with 2 bound-
lefs overflow ; Virgil, like a river in its banks, with
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a gentle and conftant ftream. When we behold
their battles, methinks the two Poets refemble the
Heraes t hc,j CLlLbl ate : Homer, boundlefs and ir=
refiftible as Achilles, bears all before him, and
thines more and more as the tumult increafes; Vir-
gil, calmly daring like Alneas, appears undifturb-
ed in the midft of the a&ion; difpofes all about

him, and conquers w ith tr &nqlu]ut‘ And when

n,
we-look upon their machines,” Homer {feems like
his own Jupiter in his terrors, m.k:.vr Olympus,
fmttenng the lightnings, and firing the Heavens ; ;
irgil, like the fame power in his benevolence,
cmmicllmg with the Gods, laying gi.xns for em~
pires, and regularly ordering his whole creation.

But after aH, it is with great parts as with great
'u'irtu{:':, they Jmtuuul‘,- buiu\_r on {fome 11'1:}‘:::11‘1(:—
tion; and it is often hard to diftinguith exaétly
whcw the wirtue ends, or the fault begins. “As
prudence may fometimes {1 ink to fufpicion, fo may
a great judgment decline to coldnefs; and as mag=-
nanimity may run up to pm uhm or extravagance,
{fo may a great inv ention to redundancy or wildnefs.
If we lmo:ﬂ. upon Homer in this view, we fhall
perceive tl e chief ob biettions againlt him to pro-
ceed from {o noble a caufe as the excels of this fa-
calty.

Among thefe we may reckon fome of f his mar-
vellous fickions, upon which fo much criticifm has
been {pent, as furpaffing all the bounds of proba-
bility. Perhaps it may be with great and {uperior

1 Bbyg




= W

274 PR R AT IR0

fouls, “as with gigantick bodies; which exerting
themfelves with unufual {trength, exceed what is
commonly thought the due proportion of parts, to
become miracles in the whole; and like ‘the old
heroes of that make, commit fomething near-ex-
travagance, amidft a feries of glorious and inimit-
able performances, - Thus Homer has his [peaking
hor fes, and Virgil his myrtles diftilling blood, where
the latter has not #o much as contrived the ealy
intervention of a Deity to fave the probability.

It 15 owing to the fame vaft invention, that his
Similes have been thought too exuberant and full of
cireumftances. * The force of this faculty is{feen
in nothing more, than in its inability to:confine
itfelf to that fingle circumftance upon which the
-comparifon is grounded : ‘It runs out 'into embel-
lithments of additional images, which however
are fo-managed as not to overpower the main one.
His fimiles are like pictures, where the principal
figure has not only its proportion given agreeable
to the eriginal, but is alfo et off with occafional
-ornaments and profpects. The {ame will account
for his manner of heaping 2 number of compari-
fons together-in one breath, when his fancy fog-
~gefted to him at once fo many variousand corref-
pondent images. The reader will eafily extend
.this obfervation to more objections of the fame
kind.

If there are others which feem rather to charge
him with a defect or narrownefs of genius, than
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an excefsof ity thofe feeming defe@s will be found
upon examination to pi‘oceud wholly from the na-
ture of the times he lived 1. Such are his grof=
fer reprefentations of the Gods, and the vicious and
imperfect manners of his Heroes, which will be
treated of in the following * Effay : But I muft here
fpeak a word of the latter, as it is-a point general-
ly carried into extremes, both by the cenfurers
and defenders of Homer: It muft be a ftrange
partiality to antiquity, to think with Madam Da-
cier, < that ® thofe times and manners are {fo much
¢ the more excellent, as they are more contrary
¢ to ours.” : Who can befo prejudiced in their fa-
vour as to magnify the felicity of thofe ages, when
a {pirit of revenge and cruelty, joined with the
practice of rapine and -rebbery, reign'd thro the
world'; ‘when no mercy. was thown but for the
2ke of lucre;» when the greateft Princes were put
to-the fword, and their wives and daughtets made
{laves and concubines ¢ On the other fide; I would
not be {o delicate as thofe ‘modern criticks, who
are fhocked at the fervile gffices and mean employ-
ments in which we fometimes fee the Heroes of
Homer engaged. There is a pleafure in taking a
view of that fimplicity in oppolition to the luxury
of fucceeding ages, 1n beholding Monarchs with-
out their guards, Princes tending their flocks, and
2 See the Articles of Theology and Morality, in the third
part of the Effay.
b Preface to her Homer.
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Princefles drawing water from the fprings, When
we read Homer, we ought to reflect that we are
reading the moft ancient author in- the heathen
world ; and thofe who confider him in this light,
will double their. pleafure in the perufal of him,
Let them think they are growing acquainted with
nations and people that are now no more ; that
they are ftepping almoft three thoufand years baek
into the remoteft Antiquity, and entertaining
themf{elves with a clear and {urprifing vifion of
things no where elfe to be found, the only true
mirrour of that ancient world. By this means alone
their greateft obftacles will vanith ; and what ufu-
ally creates their diflike, will become a fatisfac-
tion.

‘This confideration may further ferve to anfwer
for the conftant ufe of the fame epithets to his Gods
and Heroes, fuch as the far-darting Pheebus, the
blue-ey'd Pallas, the fwift-footed Achilles, ete.
which {fome have cenfured as impertinent . and te-
dioufly repeated. Thofe of the Gods depended
upon the powers and offices then believ’d to be-
long to them, and had contraéted a weight and
veneration from the rites and folemn devotions in
which they were ufed: they were a fort of attri-
butes with which it was a matter of religion to fa-
lute them on all occafions, and which it was an
irreverence to omit. As for the epithets of great
men, Monf. Boileau is of opinion, that they were
in the nature of Surmames, and repeated as fuch ;
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for the Greeks having no names derived from their
fathers, were obliged to add fome other diftinc-
tion of each petfon ; either naming his parents
exprefly, or his place of birth, profeffion, or the
like - As Alexander the fon of Philip, Herodotus
of Halicarnaflus, Diogenes the Cynic, etc. Ho-
mer therefore complying with the cuftom of his
country, ufed fuch diftinctive additions as better
agreed with poetry. ~And indeed we have {fome-
thing parallel to thefe in modern times, fuch as the
names of Harold Harefoot, Edmund Ironfide, Ed-
ward Long-thanks, Edward the Black Prince, etc.
If yet this be thought to account better for the pro-
priety than for the repetition, T fhall adda further
conjecture.  Hefiod, dividing the world into its
different ages, has placed 2 fourth age betweenthe
brazen and the iron one, of Heroes diffind from
other men, a divine race, who fought at Thebes and
Troy, are called Demi-Guds, and live by the care
of Jupiter n the iflands of the blefled®. Now
among the divine honours which were paid them,
they ‘might “have this alfo in common with the
Gods, not to be mentioned without the {olemnity
of an epithet, and fuch as might be acceptable to
them by its' celebrating their familics, actions, or
qualities. :
What other cavils have
mer, are fuch as hardly deferve a rep

¢ Hefiod, Op.et Dier. lib. 1. ¥ 153, etc.
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yet be taken notice of as they occur in ‘the courfé
of the work: ~Many have been occafioned by ari
injudicious endeavour' to" exalt Virgil ;- which 'is
much the fame, as if one fhould think to raife the
fuperftructure by undermining  the foundation :
One would imagine by the whole courfe of their
parallels, that' thefe Criticks never {fo' much' as
heard of Homer’s having written firft ; a confide-
ration which whoever compares thefe two Poets,
ought to have always in his eye. Some accufe him
for the fame things which they overlook or praife
in the other; as when they prefer the fable and
‘moral of the Zneis to thofe of the Iliad, for the
fame reafons which might fet the Odyfiey above
the /Eneis : as that the Hero is 2 wifer'man ; and
the a&ion of the one more beneficial to his coun-
try than that of the other : Or elfe they blame him
for not doing what he never defigned; asbecaufe
Achilles is not as good and' perfecta prince as
Aneas, when the very moral of his poem requir-
ed a contrary character: It is thus'that Rapin
-judges*in his comparifon of Homer and Virgil.
Others feleét thofe particular paffages ‘of Homer,
which are not fo laboured as fome that Virgil drew
out of them: This is the whole management of
Scaliger in his Poetice. 'Others quarrel with what
they take for low and mean expreffions, fometimes
thro’ a falfe delicacy and refinement, “oftner from
an ignorance of the graces of the original ; and
then triumpl in the aukwardnefs of ‘their own
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tranflations : This is the eonduct of Perault in his
Parallels.  Laftly, there are others, who, pretend-
ing to a fairer proceeding; diftinguith between the
perfonal merit of Homer, and that. of his avor& ;
but when they come to affign the caufes of the
great reputation of the Iliad, they found it upon
the ignorance of his times, and the prejudice of
thofe that followed: And in purfuance of this
principle, - they make thofe accidents (fuch as the
contention of the cities; etc.) to be the caufes of
his fame, which were in reality the confequences
of his merit. - The fame might as well be faid of
Virgil, -or any great author, whofe: general cha-
racter will infallibly raife many cafual additions to
their reputation. This is the method of Mon{. de
1a Motte; who yet confefles upon the whole, that
in whatever age Homer had lived, he muft have
been the greateit poet of his nation, and that he
may be faid in this {enfe to be the mafter even of
thofe who furpafs'd him.

In all thefe objections we fee nothiing that con-
tradid@s his title to the honour of the chief Jnven-
tion; and as long as this (which 1s indeed the cha-
raeriftic of Poetry itfelf) remains unequal’d by
his followers, he flill continues fuperior to them.
A cooler judgment may commit fewer faults; and
be more approved in the eyes of one faort of Criticks:
but that warmth of fancy will carry the loudeft
and ' moft univerfal applauies, which holds the
-heart of a reader under the ftrongeft eachantment.
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Homer not only appears the Inventer of poetry,
but excells all the inventors of other arts in this,
that he has fwallow’d up the honour of thofe who
fucceeded him. What he has done admitted no
increafe, it only left room for contradtion or regu-
lation. He fhewed all the {tretch of fancy at once;
and if he has failed in fome of his flights, it was
but becaufe he attempted every thing, A work of
this kind feems like a mighty Tree which rifes
from the moft vigorous feed, is improved with in-
duftry, flourifhes, and produces the fineft fruit ;
nature and art confpire to raife it ; pleafure and
profit join to make it valuable : and they who find
the jufteft faults, have only faid, that a few branches
(which run luxuriant thro” a richnefs of nature)
might be lopp’d into form to give it a more regu-
lar appearance,

Haying now f{poken of the beauties and defecls
of the original, it remains to treat of the tranfla~
tion, with the fame view to the chief charateri{-
tic. Asfar as thot is feen in the main parts of
the Poem, fuch as the fable, manners, and fenti-
ments, no tranflator can prejudice it but by wilful
omiflions or contraions, As it alfo breaks out in
every particular image, defcription, and fimile;
whoever leflens or too much foftens thofe, takes off
from this chief charader. It is the firft grand duty
of an interpreter to give his author entire and un-
maim’d ; and for the reft, the diGtion and verfifi-
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cation only are his proper p:'m'infc; fince thefe
muft be his own, but the others he is to take as

he finds them.

It (hould then be confider’d what methods may
afford fome equivalent in our language for the
oraces of thefe in the Greek. Tt is certain no lite-

ral tranflation can be juﬁ' to an excellent original

==t

in a fuperior language : but it-is a great miftake to

imagine (as many haveé done) that a rath para-
phrafe can make amends for this general defeCt;
which is no lefs in danger to lofe the fpirit of an
ancient, by deviating into the modern manners of
expreflion. If there be fometimes a darknefs; there
is often a light in antiquity, which nothing better
preferves than a verfion almoft literal. I know
no liberties one ought to take, but thofe which
aré neceffary for transfufing the {pirit of the origi-
hal, and fupporting the poetical ftyle of the tranfla-
tion: And I will venture to fay, there have not been
Hore ‘men mifled in former times by 2 fervile dull

-adherence to the letter, than have been deluded in

ours by a chimerical infolent hope of  rai{ing and
Improving their author. It is mot'to be doubted
that the fire of the poem 1s what a tran flator thould

i

b

pincipally regard, asitis moft likely 'to expire in
his managing : Flowever, it is his fafeft way to be
content with ‘preferving this to his utmoft in the
whole, without endeavouring to be more than he

finds his author is,” in any particular place. Tisa

iy

great fecret in writing to know when to be plain,
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and’ when poetical ard figurative ; and it is what
Homer will teach uvs, if 'we will but follow mo-
deftly in his footfteps. Where his diction is bold
and lofty, let us raife ours as high as we can ; but
where his is plain and humble, we ought not to
be deterr'd from imitating him by the fear of in-
curring the cenfure of a mere Englith Critick.
Nothing that belongs to Homer {eems to have been
more commonly miftaken than the juft pitch of
his'ftyle: Some of his tranflators having f{welled
into fuftian in a proud confidence of the fublime ;
others funk into flatnefs in a cold and timorous no-~
tion of fimplicity. Methinks I fee thefe different
followers of Homer, fome {weating and ftraining
after him by violent leaps and bounds (the certain
figns of falfe mettle) others flowly and fervilely
creeping in his train, while the Poet himfelf is all
the time proceeding with an unaffected and equal
majefty before them. However, of the two ex-
treams one could fooner pardon frenzy than frigi-
dity : No author is to be envied for {fuch commen-
dations as he may gain by that charater of ftyle,
which his friends muft agree together to call fim-
plicity, and the reft of the world will call dulnefs.
There is a graceful and dignify d fimplicity, as well
as a bald and fordid one, which differ as much
from each other as the air of a plain man from that
of a floven: "Tis one thing to be tricked up, and
another not to be dreffed at all. Simplicity is the
mean between oftentation and rufticity.
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This pure and noble fimplicity is no where in
fuch perfection as in the S¢rzpture and our Author,
One may affirm, with all refpect to the infpired
writings, that the divine Spiret made ufe of no
other words but what were intelligible and com-
mon to.men at that time, and in that part of the
world ; and as Homer is the anthor nearefl to
thofe, his fiyle muft of courfe bear a greater re-
femblance to the facred books than that of any
other writer. - This confideration (together with
what has been obferved of the parity of {ome of his
thoughts) may methinks induce a tranflator on the
one hand, to give into feveral of thofe general
phrafes and manners of exprefiion, which have at-
tain’d a veneration even in our language from be-
ing ufed in the Old Teftament; as on the other,
to avoid thofe which have been appropriated to the
Divinity, and in a manner confign'd to myftery
and religion.

For a further prefervation of this air of fimpl-
city,. a particular care {hould be taken to exprels
with all plainnefs thofe moral [entences and prover-
bial [peeches which are fo numercus in_this Poet.
They have fomething venerable, and as I may fay
oracular, in that unadorn’d gravity and {hortneis
with which they are dclivered: a grace which
would be utterly loft by endeavouring to give them
what we  call a more ingenious (that is, a more
modern) turn in the paraphrafe,
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Perhaps the mixture of fome Grecifms and old
words after the manner of Milton, if done without
too much affectation, might not have an ill effe&
in a verfion of this particular work, which moft
of any other feems to require a venerable antique
caft. But certainly the ufe of modern terms of
war and government, fuch as platoon, campagne,
junto, or the like (into which fome of his tran-
flators have fallen) cannot be allowable ; thofe
only excepted, without which it is impoflible to
treat the fubjects in any living language.

There are two peculiarities in Homer’s diction
which are a {ort of marks or moles, by which every
common eye diftinguithes him at firft fight: Thofe
who are not his greateft admirers look upon them
as defects; and thofe who are, feem pleafed with
them as beauties. I{peak of his compound epithets,
and of his repetitions. Many of the former can-
not be done literally into Englith without deftroy-
ing the purity of our language. I believe fuch
thould be retained as flide eafily of themfelvesinto
an Englifh compound, without violence to the ear
or to the reeeived rules of compofition ; as well as
thofe which have received a fanétion from the au-
thority of our beft Poets, and are become fami-
liar thro’ their ufe of them; fuch asthe ¢loud-com-
pelling Jove, etc.  As for the reft, whenever any
can be as fully and fignificantly expreft in a fingle
word as in a compounded one, the courfe to be
taken is obvious,
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of fingle fentences, and of one verfe or hemiftich.
I hope it is not impofiible to have fuch aregard to
thefe, as neither. to lofe {o:known a mark of the
author on the one hand, nor to offend the reader
too much on the other. . 'The repetition is not un-
graceful in thofe {fpeeches where the dignity of the
{peaker renders it a fort .of infolence to alter his
words ; as in the meffages from Gods.to men, or
from higher powers to inferiors in concerns of
ftate, -or where the ceremonial of religion {eems to
require it, in the folemn forms of prayers, oaths,
or the like. In other cafes, I believe the beft rule
15 to be guided by the nearnefs, or diftance, at
~which the repetitions are placed in the original :
When they follow too clofe, one may vary the ex-
preflion, but it is a queftion whether a profefled
tranflator be authorized to omit any : If they be
tedious, the author is to anfwer for it.

It only remains to ipeak of the Ferfification.
Homer . (as has been faid) is perpetually applying
the found to the fenfe, and varying it on every
new fubject. This is indeed one of the moft ex-
quifite. beauties of poetry, and attainable by very
few : I know only of Homer eminent for it in the
Greek, and Virgil in Latin, I am fenfible it is
what may fometimes happen by chance,: when a
writer 15 warm, and fully pofleft of his image :
however 1t may be reafonably believed they defign-
ed this, in whofe verfe it {fo manifeftly appears in
a {uperior degree to all others. Few readers have
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the ear to be judges of it'; but thofe who have,
will {ee T have endeavour’'d at this beauty.

Upon the whole, T muft confefs myfelf utterly
incapable of doing juftice to Homer. 1 attempt
him in no other hope but that which one may en-
tertain without much vanity, of giving'a more to-
lerable copy of him than any entite tranflation in
verfe has yet done. 'We have only thofe of Chap-
man, Hobbes, and Ogilby. Chapman has taken
the advantage of an immeafurable length of verfe,
notwithftanding which, there is {carce any para-
phrafe more loofe and rambling than his. - He has
frequent’ interpolations of ' four or fix lines, and I
remember one in the thirteenth book of the
Odyfley, ¥ 312. where he has {pun twenty verfes
out of two. He is often miftaken in {o bolda
manner, that one might think he deviated on pur-
pofe, if he did not in other places of his notes in-
fift fo-much upon verbal trifles.  He appears to
have had ‘a ftrong affe(tation of extracting new
meanings out of his author, infomuch as to pro-
mife in’'his rhyming preface, a poem of the myf-
teries he had revealed in Homer : and perhaps he
endeavoured to ftrain the obvious fenfe to this end.
His exprefiion is involved in fuftian, a fault for
which he was remarkable in his original writings,
as in the tragedy of Bufly d’Amboife, etc. In a
word, ‘thie nature of the man may account for his
whole performance ; for he appears from his pre-
face and remarks to have been of an arfogant turn,

3tz
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and an enthufiaft m poetry.  His own boaft of
having finithed half the 1liad in lefs than fifteen

i

i | i

weeks, thews with what negligence his verfion was
pcri"*rmc:v] But that wl mh is to be allowed him,
and which very much contributed to cover his de-
feQls, isa dmmg firey {pirit that animates his tranf-
lation,  which is fomething like what one might
imagine Homer himfelf would have writ before 11(:
arrived at years of difcretion.

Hobbes has given us a corre& explanation of the
fenfe in general, but for particulars and circum-

ftances he ¢ “‘tinuf-ﬂf}r lops them, and often omits
tf“ ¢ moft beautiful. As for its being efteemed

clofe tranflation, I doubt not many have been led
into that error by the fhortnefs of it, which pro-
ceeds not from his following the original line by
ine, but from the contractions : hm: mentioned.
He fometimes omits whole fimiles and fentences,
andis now and then guilty of miftakes, into which
no writer of 119 earning could have fallen, but
thro’ Cﬂl'ch‘ﬁw:t'l‘. i is poetry, as well as Ogil-

1
+

by’s, is too mean for criticifin,

It 1s a great lofs to the poeilml world that Mr.
Dryden did not live to tranflate the Iliad, He has
left us onl}r the firft book, and a fmall part of the
fixth ; inwhich if he has in' fome p.hu not traly

;_

int{:l‘prctcd ﬂ“-“ fenfe, or iuf,mvc.d t} antiquities,
it ought to be excufed on account ¢ hafte he
was obli Gr..d to write in. He i"-:ai'n." to hwt, had
too much r egard to Chapman, whofe words he
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fometimes cCopics, and has 1-111‘”“1”'1- followed him
} 3

i
o ) l e
where 1c wand 1\.. 3 1|.U n the o1 L‘._’\l[l(lh

mn p
However, had he tranilated the whole work, I

would no more have attempted Homer after him
than Virgil, hi s verfion of whom (notwitl hitand-
ing fome human u'cm) is the moft noble and {pi-

{1 5 )

ited tranflation I know in any language. But the

1LCLL

f;lte of great g¢ nius's is like that of great mi inifters,

o d wehs
()

tho’ they are confeffedly the firft in the common-

wealth of | letters, they muit be envy’d and calum-
niated only for being at the head of it.
That which in my opinjon ought to be the en-
deavour of any one who ﬁ':u‘.i'ifitr‘“ Homer, is above
all things to keep alive that .1*.L irit and fire which
makes: his chief charader: In particular places,
where the fenfe can bear any doubt, to follow the
ftrongeft and moft poe tical, as moft agreeing with
that charadter; to-copy him 1n all the variations
of his ftyle, and the different modulations of his
numbers ; to mtﬂ.m, in the more active or de-
feriptive parts, a warmii and elevation; in the more
fedate or 11;:5'111'-;3'—-..-'-\3 olainnefs and folemnity ; in
the fpeeches; a ful
tences; a fhortnel y
ares and turns on the words, nor

3
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Inefs and perfpicuity ; in the fen-
5 and gravity : Not to neglect
even the little hg
1
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ther the.fenfe ot poetryy. - What T would further
recommend to himy | is to ftudy his author: rather
from his own text, than from any commentaries,
how learned {oever, or whatever figure they may
make in the eftimation of the world ; to confider
him attentively  in comparifon with Virgil above
all the ancients; and, with Milton above all the mo.-
derns, . Next thefe, the Archbifthop of Cambray’s
Telemachus may give him the trueft idea of the
{pirit and turn of our author; and Boflu's admira-
ble treatife of the Epic poem the jufteft notion of
his defign and condué.  But after all, with what-
ever jndgment and fi udy a man may proceed, or
with whatever happinefs he may perform {uch a
work, ‘he muft hepe to pleafe but a few: thofe
only who have at once a tafte of poetry, ‘and com-
petent learning. For to fatisfy fuch as want ei-
ther, is not in the nature of this undertaking ; fince
a mere modern wit can like nothing that is not
miodern, and a pedant nothing that is not Greek.,
What I have done is fubmitted to the publick,
from whofe opinions I am prepared to learn ; tho’
I fear no judges fo little as our-heft poets, who are
moft fenfible of the weight of this tafk.  As for
the worft, whatever they fhall pleafe to fay, they
may give: me {ome concern as they are unhappy
men, but none as they are malignant writers. I
was guided in this tranflation by judgments very
different from theirs, and by: perfons for whom
they can have no kindnefs, if an old obfervation
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bé true; that the firongeft antipathy in the world
is that of :fools to men of wit. ' 'Mr. Addifon was
the firft whofe advice determined me to undertake
this tafk, who was pleafed to write to' me upon

that occafion in fuch terms, as I cannot repcat
without vanity., I was obliged to Sir Richard
Steele for a very early recomniendation of my un-
dertaking to the publick. Dr. Swift promotcd my
intereft with that warmth with which he ‘always
ferves his friend. The humanity and franknefs of
Sir Samuel Garth are what I never knew wanting
on any: occafion. I muft alfo acknowledge with
infinite pleafure, the many friendly offices, as well
s fincere criticifms of Mr. Congreve, who had led
me the way n tranflating fome parts of Homer. 1
muft add the names of Mr. Rowe and Dr. Parnell,
though I {hall take a further opportunity of doing
juftice to the laft, whofe good-nature (to give it
a great panegyrick) 1s no Jefs extenfive than his
learning. = ‘The favour of thefe gentlemen is not
entirely undeferved by one who bears them fo true
in affe@iom. "~ But'what can I fay of the honour fo
many of the Great have done me, while the firft
names of the age appear as my fubferibers, and
¢he moft diftinguithed patrons and ornaments of
learning as my chief encouragers.  Among thefe
it is4a particular pleafure to me to find, that my
higheft obligations ‘are’ to fuch who have done
moft honour to the name of Poet ¢ That his Grace
the Duke of Buckingham was not difpleafed 1

tCc4
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fhould undertake the author to whom he has
given .(in his excellent Efay) fo complete a
Praife.
Read Homer once, and you can read no more
Eor all Bocks ¢lfe appear fo mean, fo poor,
Verfeavill feem Pm e : but fltll perfiff to read,
And Homer will be all the Books you need.

That the Earl of Hallifax was one of the firft to
fl‘.(ih me, of whom it is hard to fay whether
the advancement of the polite arts is more owing
to ]'1:.-‘5 g;cm:n;ﬁf}r or his example, That fuch a
Genius as my Lord Bolin: gbroke, not more di-
i n;‘.uﬂ;-—.d in the great {cenes o of bufinefs, than in
all the ufeful and entertaining partq of learning,
has not refufed to be the critick of thefe theets,
and the patron of their writer. -And that the no-
-lt, author of the Tragedy of Heroic Love; has
ontinued his partiality to me, from my writing
i”‘" (torals, to my attempting the Iliad. I cannot
deny myfelf the pride of confeffing, that I have
had the advantage not only of thul dece for the
conduct in gener Al, but their correion of feveral
particulars of this tranflation.

I'could fay a great deal of ln. pleafure of bcmg
diftinguithed by the Earl of Carnarvon, but it is
almoft abfurd to particularize any one generous ac-
tion in a perfon whofe whole life is a continued
feries of them. Mr. Stanl hope, the prefent Se-

cretary of State, will pardon my defire of have
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ing it known that he was pleafed to promote this
affair. The particular zeal of Mr. chourt (the
fon of the late Lord Chancellor) gave me a pl(\of
how much I am honoured in a {hare of his friend-
hip. 1 muft :-1t=':"i"mtc to the {ame motive that of
everal others of my friends, to.w ‘hom all acknow-

R

ledgments are rendered UI‘HL(,L.L‘; ry by the privi-
leges of a familiar corre efpondence : And I am fa-
tisfy'd I can no way bLtLCL oblige men of their
turn, than by my filence,

In fthort, I have found more patrons than ever
Homer wanted. - He would have thought himf{elf
happy to have met the fame favour at Athcnq that

h.! » been fh(_“.r me EJ\ 1ts T\,'"*.' ,..,d 11 'JL 1" —[T;H-
vetfity of Oxford. And I can hardly envy him
thofe pompous honours he received after death,

when T refle& on the enjoyment of fo many agree-
able obligations, and caiv fri endfhips, Whiul malm
the fatisfa&ion of life. This diftinétion is the more
to be acknowledged, as it 1s thewn to one whofe

pen ]1’1” never gratified the prejudices of particular
parties, or the vi anities of particular men. Whatever
the fuccefs may prove, I fhall never repent of an
undertaking in which I have experienced the can-
dout and friendthip of fo many pmlmls of merit ;
and in which'1 lmm to pafs fome of thole years of

youth that are ”Uh,ulhy loft in a circle of follies,
after a2 manner neither wholly unul {eful to others,
por difagreca ble to ‘mylelf.

;o
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