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TO AND FROM

M. WYCHERLEY,

From the Year 1704 to 1710,

EETTER-L

Binfield in Windfor Foreft, Dec. 26, 1704
T was certainly a great fatisfaGtion to me to
{fee and converfe with a Man, whom in his
writings I had fo long known with plea-
fure; but it was a high addition to it, to hear

2 If one were to judge of
thisfet of Letters by the man-
ner of thinking and turn of ex-
preflion, one thould conclude
they had been all mif-titled ;
and that the Letters given to
the boy of fixteen, were writ-
ten by the man of feven-
ty, and fo on the contrary :
fuch fober fenfe, fuch gravi-
ty of manners, and fo much
judgment, and knowledge of
compofition, enlivened with
the fprightlinefs of manly wit,
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diftinguifh thofe of Mr.Pope:
while, on the other hand, 4
childith jealoufy, a pueriel
affectation, an attention and
lying at catch for tur#s and
pointsy together with a total
ignorance of order, of me-
thod, and of all relation of
the parts to one another to
compofe a reafonable whole,
make up the chara&er of
thofe of Mr. Wycherley.

® The author’s Age then
Sixteen. : 30

you,
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you, at our Very firft "1“‘1.,. 7, doing juftice to
your dead friend Mr. Dryden. 1 was not il_'s

happy as to know him: Virgilium ta ,m,fﬁ )

di ©. " Had I been born carly enough, I mul "t.
have known and ]'.\” d him: For I 11-11-;; been
aflured, not only DV\,(”I’ﬂ.J but by Mr. Con-
greve and Sir Vo liam 1 numhul that his per-
fonal Qualities were as amia 1ble as his Poetical,
HL_}Z‘»\ltL.iLJI]LlH“T the 1 *"ny libellous mifrepre-

{entations of them, -ag: sinft which the former of
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L].Li\, Len itlemen "'"3 tU]d me
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vindicate him:*. fuppofe thofe injuries werce
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begun by the violence Ol ut. 15 - no
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doubt they were continued it bis {uc-

cefs and fame ¢ And thole EE-;;l';b]r.,z‘S who at-
tacked himin his latter times, were ol ly like
gnats in a fummer’s evening, which are never
very troublefome but in the fineft and moft glo-
rious feafon; for his fire, like the fun’s, thined
cleareft towards its {etting,

You muft pot therefore imagine, that when

you told me my own }'L“.su;liﬂu ces  Were

T g e o

c. When a very young | duodecimo Edition of Dury-

R:-.a he prevailed with a | den’s i}];-;c';., 717 P.
e The fact feems to have

i been juft the reverfe. One
of the firft Satires ﬂg;s]n{’t
him was the Duke of Buek-
ingham’s Rehear fal ; ;:mi one

¥ m bl Nl
Lkl [;.L.L;LLL.} wviont

'-_ IIN— \‘]‘Lr*j-
dy of his Hind and f’u,”fu e
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above thofe Cr tics, 1 was 10 vain as to believe

. I r =5 o T 1
it ; and yet I may not be {o ]nm;ug as to think

my {elf LlL.ll" below their notice.. For critics, as

o 'y Ay | '_
tht}f are birds of prey, La.‘.\, gver a natural in-
clination to carfion: mrd tho’ fuch poor Writers

1
gar s {o poor but he

T ‘ -
as I are but beggars, no beg

i
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can keep a cur , and no author is fo beggarly

but he can mcp a critic. I am far from think-

ing the attacks of fuch people either any ho-

. 1
fiour or difhonour even to me, much lefs t o \Il
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Wits have rifen {ince ‘L:.

(]
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{tars appearing v hen the fun is fet, that twin-

R

1\1',.. only in his ¢ abferice, and with the rays they
have bonowed from him. Qur wit (as you call
it)-is but refleCtion or imitation, therefore {carce

to be called ours. True Wit, I believe, may

be defined a '111._L.u s of thought, and a facility
of expreflion; or (in the midwives phrafe) a
perfe@ conception, with an  eafy delivery f.
However, this is far from a complete defini

pray mlp me to a better &, as,; 1 doubt not,
<an,

I am, &c,

£ This is no definition of | work our young Poet did not
wit at all, but of good writ- | then relift. He had met
ing in general. with it early; but he ufed

‘& Mr. Locke had oiven a | tofay, it was quite infipid to
better. But his E fm wasa | him.
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From Mr. Wy cHERLEY.

Ta e e =
'j dan. 2 _-'_)--, i | Fr'ﬁ.'.[.‘ He

Have been {o bufy of late in correcting and
tranfcribing fome of my madrigals for a
great man or two who defired to fee them, that
I have (with your pardon) omitted to return you
an an{wer to your moft ingenious letter: fo
fcriblers to the public, like bankers to the pub-
lic, are profufe in their voluntary loans to i,
whilft they forget to pay their more private and
particular, as more juft debts, to their beft and
neareft friends, However, I hope, you who
have as much good-natuare as good fenfe ({ince
they generally are companions? ) will have pa-
tience with a debtor who has an inclination to
pay you his obligations, if he had wherewithal
ready about him; and in the mean time fhould
confider, when you have obliged me beyond my
prefent power of returning the favour, that a
debtor may be an honeft man, if he but intends
to be juft when he is able, tho’ late. ButI{hould
be lefs juft to you, the more I thought I could
make a return to fo much profufenefs of Wit
and Humanity together; which tho’ they fel-
dom accompany each other in other men *, are
3 Guud-nature and good | nions, yet wit and bumanity
fenfe gencrally are compas | feldom accompany each other,
in
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in you fo equally met, I know not in which
you moft abound. But fo much for my opinion
of you, which is, that your Wit and Ingenuity
is equalled by nothing but your Judgment, or
Modefty, which (tho’ it be to pleafe myfelf)
1 muft no more offend, than I can do either
right. ;

Therefore I will fay no more now of them|
than that your good wit never forfeited your
good judgment, but in your partiality to me and
mine ; fo thatif it were poffible for a hardened
fcribler to be vainer than he is, what you write
of me would make me more conceited than
what T fcrible myfelf: yet, I muft confefs, I
ought to be more humbled by your praife than
exalted, which commends my little fenfe with
fo much more of yours, that I am difparaged
and ditheartened by your commendations ; who
give me an example of your wit in the firft part
of your letter, and a definition of it in the laft;
to make writing well (that is, like you) more
difficult to me than ever it was before. Thus
the more great and juft your example and defi-
nition of wit are, the lefs I am capable to fillow
them. Then the beft way of thewing my judg-
ment, after having feen how you write, is to

But they might keep com- pleafed, for the Autharwas
pany or not, juft as they | gone in fearch of Witticifims.

B 4 leave




ettt - T T ST T -

3 LETTFHERS 1o, AND

leave off writing; and the beft way to thew my

friendfhip to you, is to put an end to your trou-
le, and to conclude

Y ours, &c.

| PR DR 2 Bl Do R )

March 2z, 1705
V\IHEN I write to you, I forefee a long
letter, and ought to beg your patience
before-hand ; for if it proves the lopgett, it will
be of courfe the worft I have troubled you with.
Yet to exprels my gratitude at large for your
obliging letter, is not more my duty than my

" & i |

intereft; as fome people will abundantly thank
you for one piece of kindnefs, to put you in
mind of beftowing another. The more fa-
vourable you are to me, the more diftinctly 1
fee my faults: Spots and blemifhes, you know,
are never {o plainly difcovered as in the bright-
eft funthine, Thus I am mortified by thofe
commendations which were defigned to encou-
rage me: for praife toa young wit, is like rain
to a tender flower; if it be moderately beftow-
ed, it chears and revives; but if too lavifhly,
overcharges and depreffes him. Moft men in
years, as they are generally difcouragers of
youth, are like old trees, that, being paft bear-

ing
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ing themfelves, will fuffer no young plants to

‘ s if it were not
enough to have out-done all your coevals in
wit, you will excel them in good-nature too.
As for " my green effays, if you find any plea-
{ure in themy it muft be fuch as a man natu-
rally takes in obferving the firft thoots and bud-
dings of a tree which he has raifed himfelf
and ’tis impoffible they fhould be efteemed any
otherwife, than as we value fruits for Lut%
carly, which neverthelefs are the moi’% im:pid
and the worft of the year. Inaword, I muft
blame you for treating me with fo much com-
pliment, which is at beft but the fmoke of
friendfhip. I neither write, nor converfe with
you, to gain your praife, but your AffeGion.
Be {o much my friend as to appear my enemy,
and tell me toy faults, if not as 2 young }Lln,
at léaft as an unexperienced Writer.

"J irifh beneath them: but, a

I am, &e.

e —————

T T ER:IV
From Mr. W YCHERLEY,

March 29, 1705.

OUR letter of the twenty-fifth of March

I have received, which was more wel

* His Paftorals, written at fixteen years of age. .

come
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come to me than any thing could be out of the
country, tho’ it were one’s rent due that day ;
and I can find no fault with it, but that it
charges me with want of fincerity, or juftice,
for giving you your due; who fhould not let
your modelty be fo unjuft to your merit, as to
reject what is due to it, and call that compli-
ment, which is fo thort of your defert; that it is
rather degrading than exalting you. But if com-
pliment be the {fmoke only of friendfhip (as
you fay) however, you muft allow there is no
{moke but there is fome fire ; and as the facrifice
of incenfe offered to the Gods would not have
been half fo {weet to others, if it had not been
for its fmoke ; fo friendfhip, like love, cannot
be without fome incenfe, to perfume the name
it would praife and immortalize. But fince you
fay you do not write to me to gain my praife,
but my affection, pray how is it poflible to have
the one without the other ? we muft admire
before we love. You affirm, you would have
me fo much your friend as to appear your ene-
my, and find out your faults rather than your
perfections ; but (my friend) that would be fo
hard todo, that I, who love no difficulties, can’t
bé perfuaded to it. Befides, the vanity of a
{cribler is fuch, that he will never part with his
own judgment to gratify another’s ; efpecially
when he muft take pains to do it: and tho’ I

T
|

am
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am proud to be of your opinion, when

you
=

o, i

talk of any thing or man but yourfelf, I can-
not fuffer you to murder your fame with your
own hand, without oppofing you ; efpecially
when you fay your laft letter is the worft (fince
the longeft) you have favoured me with ; which
1 therefore think the beft, as the longeft life (if
a good one) is the beft ; as it yields the more
variety, and is the more exemplary ; as a chear-
ful fammer’s day, tho’ longer than a dull one in
the winter, is lefs tedious and more entertaining.
Therefore let but your friendthip be like your
letter, as lafting as it is agreeable, and it can
never be tedious, but more acceptable and ob-
liging to

-

“ Xour, &c.

| ) Do M AR Do 1 T T
From Mr.WycuerLEY,

April 7, 1705,

Have received yours of the fifth, wherein
your modefty refufes the juft praifes I give
you, by which you lay claim to more, as a
bithop gains his bithopric by faying he will
not epifcopate; but I muft confefs, whilft I
difpleafe you by commending you, I pleafe
myfelf: juft as incenfe is fweeter to the offerer
than
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than the deity to whom ’tis offered, by his
being {o much above it : For indeed every man
partakes of the praife he gives, when it is fo
juitly given.

As to my enquiry after your intrigues with
the Muies, you may allow me to make it,
fince no old man can give fo young, fo great,
and able a favourite of theirs, jealoufy. I am,
in my enquiry, like eld Sir Bernard Gafcoign,
who ufed to fay, that when be was grown too
old to have his vifits admitted alone by the la-
dies; he.always took along with him a young
man to enfute his welcome to them ; for had
he come alone he had been rejected; enly be-
caufe his vifits were not fcandalous to them,
So I am (like an old rook, who is ruined by
gaming) forced to live on the good fortune of
the puthing young men, whofe fancies are fo
vigorous that they enfure their fuccefs in their
adventures with the Mufes, by their ftrength
of imagination.

Your papers are fafe in my cuftody (you
may be fure) from any one’s theft but my
own; for ’tis as dangerous to truft a fcribler
with your wit, as 2 gamefter with the cuftody
of your money.—If you happen to come to
town, you will make it more difficult for me to
leave it, who am

Your, &c.
LETTER
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Cannot contend with you : You muft give

me leave at once to wave all your compli-
ments, and to collect only this in general from
them, that your defign 1s to encourage me.
But I feparate from ail the reft that paragraph
or two, in which you make me fo warm an
offer of your Frie udLip Were I pofiefled of
that, it would putan end to all thofe {peeches
with which you now make me bluth ; and
change them to wholfome advices, and free
{entiments, which might make me wifer and
happier. I know ’tis . the general opinion, that
friendfhip 1s beft contracted betwixt perfons of

R B T A %
equal age ; but I have fo much intereft to be of
] -
PN T S F Ak rall T p : 4
aNOotNneEr mind . that you ll;‘xldL rlu.i.\. On. Ime ;1 I{_-L‘Lli‘—'
)

not forbear telling you a few notions of mine,
in uppui;t}.un to- that op M 108,

¥ i a7 N AL i
In the firfk place ’tis obferw: wble, that the love

we bear toour Lllmdsj 1S gener: ally caufed by our
finding the fame difpofitions in them, which
we feel in ourfelves. * This is but felf-love at
the b

1e bottom : whereas the affe&ion betwixt peo-
ple of different ages cannot well be fo, thz, in-
'inutlous of fuch being commonly various.
The friendthip of two young men is often oc-
cafioned
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cafioned by love of pleafure or voluptuoufnefs,
each being defirous for his own fake of one to
affift or encourage him in the courfes he pur-
fues ; as that of two old men is frequently on
the {core of fome profit, lucre, or defign upon
others. Now, as a young man who is lefs ac-
quainted with the ways of the world, has in all
probability lefs of intereft ; and an old man,
who may be weary of himfelf, has, or thould
have lefs of felf-love ; o the friendfhip between
them is the more likely to be true, and un-
mixed with too ‘much felf-regard. One may
add to this, that fuch a friendfhip is of greater
ufe and advantage to both ; for the old man will
grow gay and agreeable to pleafe the young onej
and the young man more difcreet and prudent
by the help of the old one: fo it may prove a
cure of thofe epidemical difeales of age and
youth, fournefs and madnefs, I hope you will
not need many arguments to convince you of
the pofiibility of this; one alone abundantly fa-
tisfies me, and convinces to the heart ; which
18, that * young as I am, and old as you are, I
am your entirely affectionate, &e.

* Mr. Wycherley was at this time about feventy years old,
M, Pope under feventeen, P.

AT T ER
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June 23, 1505.

Should believe myfelf happy in your 200 od
opinion, but that you treat me ¥o much in
a ﬂyle of comphment It hath been obferved
of women, that they are more fubject in their
youth to be touched with vanity, than men,
on account of their being generally treated this
way ; but the weakeft women are not more
W m.&[n. than that clafs of men,- who are thought
to prque themfelves upon -their Wit. The
world is never wanting, uhtn a coxcomb is
accomplithing himfelf, to help to give him the
finithing ftroke,
Evcr) man 1s apt to think his neighbour over-

ftock’d with vanity, yet, I cannot but fan cy there

re certain times, when moft people are in a
{15*"ooi1rlun of being informed ; and ’tis i]*crcdi—
ble what a vaft good a little truth might do,
{poken in fuch feafons. A f{mall alms v-Jl do,
a great kindnefs, to people in extreme nece ity
I could name an ZlLT('iLIfEiI]'E“HCC of yours, w J"_)
would at this time think himf{elf more obliged
to you for the information of his faults, than
the confirmation of his follies. If yvou would
make thofe the fubje& of a letter, it might be
as long as I conld with your letters always were.
I do
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I do not wonder you have hitherto found
fome difficulty (as you are pleafed to fay) in
Writing to me, - fince you have always chofen
the tafk of commending me : take but the other
way, and, I dare engage, you will find none at
all.

As for my verfes, which you praife fo much,
I may truly f; ay they have never been the cau{'*'
of any vanity in me, except what they gave m
when they firft occafioned my acqum.]ta,u
with you. But I have feveral times fince been
in dangcr of thisvice; asoften, I mean, as I re-
ceived any letters from you. *Tis certain, the
g-eatei’t maﬁnlﬁ-'infr glafles in the world are

an’s own eyes when they look upon his own

ny

b |
X

p-;-;iun; yet even in thofe, I cannot fancy my
felf fo extremely like Alexander the oreat, as
you would perfuade me. If I muft be like
him, ’tis you will make me fo, by compliment-
Ing me into a better opinion of myfelf than I
defcrve : They made him think ]m was the fon
of Jupiter, and you affure me I am 2 man of
parts, But is this all you can fay to my ho-
nour ? you faid ten times as much b fore, when
you call’d me your friend. After lmunﬂ made
me believe I poffe(s’d a fhare in your affe Ction,
to treat me with compliments and fweet fayings,
is like the proceeding with poor Sancho Panca -
they perfuaded him t]:-a_i he enjoy’d a great do-

minion,
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minion, and then gave him nothing to fubfift
upon but wafers and marmalade. In our days
the greateft obligation you can lay upon a Wit,
is t6 make a fool of him. . For as wher mad-
men are found incurable, wife men give them
their way, and pleafe them as well as thcv can;

{o when thofe incorrigible things, Poets, are once
irrecoverably beumus d, the bm{ way both to
luict them, and fecure yourfelf from the effeéts
of Ilm frenzy, 1s to feed their vanity ; which

}*{_}ct.

You may believe me, I could be heartily
glad that all you fay were as true, applied to
me, as it would be to yourfelf, for feveral
weighty reafons ; but for none fo much as that
I might be to you what you deferve ; whereas
I can now be no more th;zn 18 confiftent with
the fmall tho’ utmoft capacity of écu_

E Have now f:lm‘ oed the {cene from the town
to the country ; from Will’s coffee-houfe

to Windfor-foreft. I find no other difference
than tfn:_;J betwixt the common tow:*mwﬂ's and
g 1

thc downright country roa]s; that the firft are

& pertly
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pertly in the wrong, with a little more flourifh
and gayety ; and the laft neither in the right
nor the wrong, but confirmed in a ftupid {et-
tled medium betwixt both. HFHowever, me-
thinks, thefe are moft in the right, who quietly
and eafily refign themfelves over to the gentle
reign of dulnefs, which the Wits. muft do at
laft, tho’ after a great deal of noife, and refift-
ance. QOurs are a fort of modeit inoffenfive
people, who neither have fenfe, nor pretend to
any, but enjoy a jovial fort of dulnefs : They
are commonly known in the World by the name
of honeft, civil gentlemen : They live, much as
they ride, at random ; a kind of hunting life,

}“-1.31'51;511? with ClIILlLisLJ‘v and hazard {ome-
thing not worth the catching ; never in the
way, norout of it. I can’t but prefer folitude

to the company of all thefe ; for tho’ a man’s
felf may pcr ub‘w be the worft fellow to con-
verfe with in thc world, yet one would think
the company of a perfon whom we have the
ereateflt regard to and affection for, could not
| be very unpleafant.  As a man in love with a
| miftrefs, defires no converfation but hers, {o 2
' nan in love with himfelf (as moft men are)
may be beft pleafed with his own. Befid if
the trueft and moft ufeful knowledge be the
knowledge of ourfelves, folitude, conducing
moit to make us look info ourfelves. thould be

'I

the
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the moft inftru&ive ftate of life. We fee no-
thing more commonly, than men, who for the
fake of the circumftantial part and mere out-
fide of life, have been half their days rambling
out of their nature, and ought to be fent into
folitude to ftudy themfelves over again. Peo-
ple ate ufually {poiled, inftead of being taught,
at their coming into the world ; whereas by be-
ing more converfant with Obfcurity, without
any pains, they would naturally follow what
they were meant for. In a word, if a man bea
coxcomb, Solitude is hisbeft School ; and if he
be a fool, it is his beft Sanctuary.

Thefe are good reafons for my own ftay here,
but I wifh I could give you any for your com-
ing hither, except that I earneftly invite you.
And yet I can’t help faying I have fuffered a
great deal of difcontent that you do not come,
tho' I fo little merit that you thould.

I muft complain of the fhortnefs of your
laft. Thofe who have moft wit, like thofe

who have moft money, are generally moft fpa-
ring of either.

C2 L-ETTEER
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From Mr. WYCHERLEY.
Nov. 5, 1705.

R/ Ours of the 26th of Oétober I -have re-

ceived, as I have always done yours, with
no little fatisfaction, and am proud to difcover
by it, that you find fault with the fhortnefs of
mine, which I think the beft excufe for it :
And tho’ they (asyou {iu-') who have moft wit
or money are moft {paring of either ; there are
{fome who appear poor to be thg\ht rich, and
are poor, which is my cafe. 1 cannot but re-

joice, that you have undergone fo much difcon-

:,

tent for want of my cc ompany ; but if you have

mind to punifh me for my fault (which I
Lould not n*hr} defer your coming to town,
and you will do it effectually. But I know
your charity always exceeds your revenge, fo
that I will not m-.;lmu' of feeing you, and, in
return to your inviting me to your foreft, in-
vite you to my foreft, the town; where the
beafts that mh‘mu, tame or wild, of long ears

: : : 3
or horns, puriue one another either out of love
or h: ltrcd. You may have the pleafure to fee

b

one pack of blood-hounds purfue another herd
of brutes, to bring each other to their fall,

§ =

S ooy, R ) AR S x g o4 el B S e
wWilcn 15 L]iLiI '\\-?hv i 1 }{Jl‘t Or if you aifect a

1%
§
F Y




rroM Mr. WYCHERLEY. 2%

lefs bloody chace, you may fee a pack of {pa-
Hled Lovers, in a hot purfuit of a two-

legged vixen, who only flies the whole loud
pack to be fingled out by one dog, who runs

Y il

nicls, cailed

mute to catch her up the fooner from the reft,
as they are making a noife to the lofs of their
game, In fine, this is the time for all forts of
{port in the town, when thofe of the country
ceale ; thercfore leave your foreft of beafts for
ours of brutes, called men, who now in full
cry (pack’d by the court or country) run down
in the houfe of commons a deferted horned
beaft of the Court, to the fatisfaction of their
{pectators : Befides, (mere for your diverfion)
you may iee not only the two great play-houfes
of the nation, thofe of the lords and commons,
in difpute with one another ; but the two other
bers of one houfe are remov’d up to t’other, as
it 1s often done by the court for reafons of ftate,
Infomuch that the lower houfes, T mean the
play-houfes, are going to a@ tragedies on one
another without doors, and the Sovereign is put
to it (as it often happens in the other two
houfes) to filence one or both, to keep peace
between them, Now I have told you all the
news of the town,

I am, &c,
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From Mr. WycHERLEY,
Feb. 5, 1705-6,

Have receiv’d your kind Letter, with my

paper * to Mr. Dryden correCted. 1 own

you have made more of it by making it lefs, as

the Dutch are faid to burn half the fpices they

bring home, to inhance the price of the re-

i! mainder, {o to be greater gainers by their

| lofs, (which is indeed my cafe now.) You

have pum 'd my fading lawrels of fome fuper-

fluous, faplefs, and dead branches, to make

the remainder Im, the longer ; thus, like your

' mafter Apollo, you are at once a poct and a
phyfician,

Now, Sir, as to my impudent invitation of
you to the town, your good nature was the firft
caufe of my confident requeft ; but excufe me,

-. I muft (I fee) fay no more upon this {ubjedt,
i fince I find you a little too nice to be dealt free-
f ly with ; tho’ you have given me fome encou-
| f,n“n* to If;pc our friendthip might be
ithout fhynefs, or criminal modt.h} s for a

* The fame which was | Lintot’s, and in the Poft-
l:17:;:?:;-&1 in the Year 1717, humous Works of Mr.Wy-
in a Mifcellany of Bern. | cherly. P

friend,
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friend, like a miftrefs, tho’ he is not to be mer-
cenary, to be true, yet ought not to refufe a
friend’s kindnefs becaufe it is {fmall or trivial :
I have told you (I think) what a Spanith lady
faid to her poor poetical gallant, that a Queen
if {he had to do with a groom, would expect
a mark of his kindnefs from him, though it
were but his curry-comb. But you and I will
difpute this matter when I am fo happy as
to fee you here; and perhaps ’tis the only
difpute in which I might hope to have the bet-
ter of you.

Now, Sir, to make you another excufe for
my boldnefs in inviting you to town, Idefign’d
to leave with you fome more of my papers,
{fince thefe return fo much better out of your
hands than they went from mine) for I intend-
ed (as I told you formerly) to fpend a month,
or fix weeks this fummer, near you in the coun-
try. You may be aflured there is nothing I
defire fo much, as an improvement of your

friendthi p.

€4 LETTER
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April 10, 17006,
.2 Y one of yours of the lalt month, you de-
1D fire me to km:?, if poffible, fome thiﬂﬂ;s
from the * firlt volume of your: Mifcellanies,
1ich may be alter’d {o as to ap; pear again, I
meaning in this; wh tllu it was
the beft of thofe verfes (as thofe on

~
|

the ldh nefs ofbuimms, on Ignorance, on La-

e

4
zinels, &c.) to make the method and numbers
exact, and avoid re puui(:n*‘ ? For tho” (upon
reading ’'em on_this occafion) I believe, they
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very good, would require great addi-

and almoft the entire new writing  of
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1 the Songs and },}CJ'—L"";L.': fes? For thefe will
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what they were before. Prav let me know
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crnted in folio, in the vear 1~04 P.
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I have try’d what I could do to fome of
the fongs,
1:-:)1‘;111u:~; but can’t (even in. my own partial
judgment) think my alterati U'lb much to the
éami_.dle. So. that I nmﬂ needs defire you would
apply your care. wholly at prefent to thofe
which are yet unpubli ]]'..d of which there
are more than enough -to mu.ke a confiderable

volume, of full as good ones, nay, I believe, of
1 any i Vol. 1. which I could with
d cic.fl:r, at I”"f’c till you have finith’d

and the poems on Lazinefs and If_j;-

I :‘:—:nd you a iampla., of fome few of thefe ;
namely, the vetfes to Mr. Waller in his old
age ; your new ones on the Duke of Marlbo-
rough, and two others. I have-done all that
I thought could be of advantage to them: fome

have contra&ed, as we do fun-beams, to im-
prove their energy and force: fome I have ta-
ken quite away, as we take branches from a
tree, toadd to the fruit; others I have entirely
new exprefs’d, and tmmd more Into poctzy
Donne {hmr: one of his {ucceflors) had infinite-
ly more wit than he wanted verfification : for
the great dealers of wit, like thofe in trade,
take leaft pamns to fet off their goods ; whil:
the haberdafhers of finall wit, {pare for no de-
corations or ornaments. You have commils
fion’d me to paint your thop, and I have done

my




26 LETTERS To aAnd

my beft to bruth you up like your neighbours®,
But I can no more pretend to the merit of the
production, than a midwife to the virtues and
good qualitics of the child the helps into the
light.

The few things I have entirely added, you
will excufe ; you may take them lawfully for
your own, becaufe they are nomore than fparks
lighted up by your fire: and you may omit
them at laft, if you think them but fquibs in
your triumphs,

I am, &c.

I B F TR
From Mr., Wycugrrzgy,

Nov. 11, 1707.

Receiv'd yours of the 9™ yefterday, which
has (like the reft of your letters) at once
pleas’d and inftructed me; {o that, T affure you,
you can no more write too much to your abfent
friends, than fpeak too much to the prefent.
This is a truth that all men own who have
either feen your writings, or heard your dif-

* Several of M. Pope’s | Wycherley’s Poems: parti-
lines, very ealy to be di- cularly in thofe on Seolituds,
ﬁinguil’hcd,may be foundin | on the Publicy, and on the
the Polthumous Editions of | Mived life,

courfe;
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courfe ; enough to make others fhow their judg-
ment, in ceafing to write or talk, efpecially to
you, or in your company. However, I {peak
or write to you, not to pleafe you, but myfelf ;
fince I provoke your anfwers; which whilit
they humble me, give me vanity; tho’ Iam
leflen’d by you even when you commend me :
fince you commend my little fenfe with fo
much more of yours, that you put me out of
countenance, whilft you would keep me in it.
So that you have found a way (againft the cu-
ftom of great wits) to fhew even a great deal of
good nature with a great deal of good fenfe.

I thank you for the book you premis’d me,
by which I find you would not only corre&t
my lines, but my life.

As to the damn’d verfes I entrufted you with,
I hope you will let them undergo your purga-
tory, to fave them from other people’s damn-
ing them : {ince the critics, who are generally
the firft damnld in this life, like the damn’d be-
low, never leave to bring thofe above them un-
der their own circumftances. I beg you to per-
ule my papers, and felect what you think beft
or moft tolerable, and look over them again ;
for I refolve fuddenly to print fome of them, as
a harden’d old gamefter will (in fpite of all
former ill uf'agt: by fortune) puﬁl on an ill
hand inexpeétation of recovering himfelf ; efpe-

cially
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cially fince I have fuch a Croupier or Second to

ftand by me as Mr. Pope.

B E2 TV BaR <X
N
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OV. 20, 1707.

M R. Englefyld being upon his journey to

London, tells me I muft write to you
by him, which I do, not more to comply with
his defire, than to gratify my own ; tho’ I did
1t {o lately by the meflenger you fent hither -
I take it too as an opportunity of fending you
the fair copy of the poem * on Dulnefs, which
was not then finifh’d, and which I fhould not
care to hazard by the common poit. Mr. En-
glefyld is ignorant of the contents, and I hope
your prudence will let him remain fo, for my
fake no lefs than your own : fince if you fhould
reveal any thing of this nature, 1t would be
no wonder reports fhould be rais’d, and there
are thofe (I fear) who would be ready to im-
prove them to my difadvantage. I an forry
you told the great man, whom you met in
he court of requefls, that your papers were in

1\. nAe = TV SRS 7 { F =T ] = r ~Tr
mYy Nhands : no man alive fhall ever know any

J

T ST (R, e g e Farn e

Lhc oniginal of 1t 1n |3 othe
biots, and with ficures of i i Ir. Wi_
the Iveterences from copy | cherley’s poems, corrected
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fich thing from me; and I give you this warn-
ing befides, that tho’ yourﬁzif {hould fay I had
any ways affifted you, I am notwithftanding
refolv’d to deny it.

The method of the copy I fend you is very
different from what it was, and much more re-
oular: for the better help of your memory, I
defire you to compare it by the figures in the
margin, an{wering to the fame in this letter.
The poem is now divided ‘into four parts,
mark’d with the literal figures 1. 2. 3.4. The
firft contains the Praife of Dulnefs, and thews
how upon feveral fuppofitions it pafles for
1. religion. 2. philofophy. 3. example. 2. wit.
and . the caufe of wit, and the end of it. The
fecond part contains the Advantages of Dul-
nefs; 1ft, 1n bufinefs; and 2dly, at Court;
where the fimilitudes of the Byafs of a bowl,
and the Weights of a clock, are directly tending
to the fubjeét, tho’ introduced before in a place
where there was no mention made of thofe ad-
vantages (which was your only objetion to
my adding them.) ‘The third contains the
Happinefs of Dulnefs in all ftations, and thews
in 2 great many particulars, that it is {o fortu-
nate as to be efteem’d fome good quality or

4
other in all forts of people; that it is thought

-

|
4
juiet, fenfe, caution, policy, prudence, majefty,

Frg e L Ty oy o M PR 1 B R 1
yalour, cucumipection, E;u;ﬁ.‘;;}‘, e, The
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fourth part I have wholly added, as a chimax
which fams up all the praife, advantage, and
happmefs of Dulnefs in a few words, and
ftrengthens them by the oppofition of tH-:, dif-
grace, hinm-antngc, and unhappinefs of Wit,
with which it concludes b,

Tho’ the whole be as fhort again as at firft,
there is not one thought omitted, but what is a
repetition of fomething in your firft volume, or
in this very paper: fome thoughts are contract-
ed, where they feem’d encompafs’d with too
many words; and fome new exprefs’d, or add-
ed, where I thought there wanted he1ghtnmg,
(as you’ll fee particularly in the Simile of the
clock-weights<) and the verfification through-

® This is totally omitted in the prefent Edition: Some of
the lines are thefe:

¢¢ Thus Dulnefs, the fafe opiate of the mind,

¢t The laft kind refu uge weary w it can find;

¢ Fit for all ftatiens, and in each content,

“« Is fatisfy’d, llcu,e, and innocent;

¢ No pains it takes, and no oﬁencc it gives,

*¢ Unfear'd, unhated, undifturb’d it liv es, &Cf

¢ It was originally thus exprefs’d

‘¢ AsClocks run fafteft when moft lead is on.”

in.a Lettér of Mr. Pope to | in 1~ 712, three years before
Mr. W EChCi]L}, dated ;'511)1]1 Mr V\f'}r.,]wrlq died, and

3> 1705, and in a paper of | two after he had laid afide
verfes of his, To the Author | the whole defign of publith-
of a poem C.l].l‘d SL;L‘CCI'EO, mrr ;m} poems. .
whichgotoutin afxlilk:c'a];m}' ] hefe two fimiles of the

out
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out is, I believe, fuch as no body can be
thock’d at. 'The repeated permiffions you give
me of dealing freely with you, will (I hope)
excufe what I have done: for if I have not
fpar’d you when I thought feverity would do
you a kindnefs, I have not mangled you where
I thought there was no abfolute need of am-
putation. As to particulars, I can fatisfy you
better when we meet ; in the mean time pray

write to me when you can, you cannot too
often.

| B NG S A L e s

From Mr, WYCHERLEY.,

Nov. 22, 1707.

OU may fee by my ftyle, I had the happi-
nefs and fatisfaltion to receive yefterday,

by the hands of Mr. Englefyld, your extreme
kind and obliging letter of the 20th of this
month; which, like all the reft of yours, did at
once mortify me, and make me vain; fince it
tells me with fo much more wit, fenfe, and

kindnefs than mine can exprefs, that my letters
Eiaﬁ of a Bowl, and the | have the hiftory of theix
Weights of a Clock were at birth, fortunes, and final

length put into the firft book | eftablifhment.
of the Danciad. And thus we

are
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are ‘always ‘welcome to you. - So thiat even
whilft your kindnefs invites me to write to you,
your wit and judgment forbid me; fince I may
return you a letter, but never an anfwer.
Now, as for my owning your afliftance to
me, 1 over-looking my unmufical number s,
and harfher ic-"I?'-*, and correcting them both
with your genius, or murrmm"-t I muft tell you
1 .11ﬁ1,a own it Lln l'htc O V(J.:L L.'..*ﬁ.*‘lc mo-
defty) who would do with-your friendthip as
your charity; conceal your bounty to magnify
the obligation ; and ‘even whilft you lay on your
friend the favour, acquit him of the debt: but
that fhall not 1c1‘ ve your turny I will 111'-.‘»'&}'5
own, ’tis my infall lible Poy pe has, or would re-
deem me from a poetical Lf1‘1?“"1:";3;3 the fecond
time; and fave my rhimes from being con-
dc_mn d to the critics flames to all e eternity ; but
(by the faith you profefs) you know your works
of fupererogation, transfer’d upon an humble,
acknowledging finner, may fave even him-
having fruod works enngL nf your own be-
fides, to enfure yours, and their immortality.
And now for the pains you have taken to
recommend my Dulnefs, by making it more
methodical, I give you a thoufand 'EFIEM“{.;,
fince true anc mtmal dulnefs is thown more b ¥
its pretence to form and method, as the {pright-

linefs
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linefs * of wit by its defpifing both. I thank
you a thoufand times for your repeated invita-
tions to come to Binfield : You will find, it will
be as hard for you to get quit of my mercena-
ry kindnefs to you, as it would for me to de-
{erve, or return to yours; however it fhall be
the endeavour of my future life, as it will be
to demonitrate myfelf

=
J

(7% 1

Your, &c.

LETIT ER XV

Nov. 29, 1707.

TH E compliments you make me, in regard

of any inconfiderable fervice T could do
you, are very unkind, and do but tell me in
other words, that my friend has fo mean an
opinion of me, as to think I expeét acknow-
ledgments for trifles: which upen my faith I
fhall equally take amifs, whether made to my-
felf, or toany other, For God’s fake (my dear
friend) think better of me, and believe I defire
no fort of favour fo much, as that of ferving

* By Jprightlinefs he muft | defpife wwords, or any other
mean, extravagance of qwit. | vehicle it ufes, to make itfelf
For fober wit would nomore | feen to advantage.
defpife methed than it would 5.

D you
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you more confiderably than I have been yet
able to do

I fhall proceed in this manner with fome
others of your pieces; but fince you defire I
would not deface your copy for the future, and
omj,r mark the repetitions; I muft, as foon as
I’ve mark’d thefe, tranfcribe what is Icf'r on an-
othex paper; and in that, blot, alter, and add all
I can devife, for their inprovement. For you
are {enfible, the omiflion of Repetitions is but
one, and the eafieft part, of yours and my de-
fion; there remaining befides to rectify the
MHIWO to connect tha. Matter, and to mend
the F“ndnm and Verfification. I will go
next upon the poems of Solitude, on the Public,
and on the mixt Life; the bill of Fare; the
praiﬂ:s of Avarice, and fome others.

I muft take notice of what you fay, GF
my pains to make your dulnefs Lrhodu:,al
and of your hint, * that the {prightlinefs Of
¢ wit defpifes method.”” This is true enough,
if by wit you mean no more than fancy or
conceit ; but in the better notion of w it, con-
fider’d as propuety, furely method is not only
mc-.liary for peripicuity and ha rmony of parts,
but gives beauty even to the minute and par-
ticular thoughts, which receive an additional
advantage from thofe which 1 precede or follow
in their due place, You remember a fimile
: Mr,

£c
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Mr. Dryden us’d in converfation, of feathers in
the crowns of the wild Indians, which they not
only chufe for the beauty of their colours, but
place them in fuch a manner as to reflect a lu-
ftre on each other. I will not difguife any of
my {entiments from you: to methodize in your
cafe, is full as neceffary as to ftrike out; other-
wife you had better deftroy the whole frame,
and reduce them into fingle thoughts in profe,
like Rochefoucault, as I have more than once
hinted to you.

L EEsR-Re N

From Mr. WycHERLEY,

Feb. 28, 170%-8.

Have had yours of the 23d of this inftant,
for which I give you many thanks, fince I
find by it, thateven abfence (the ufual bane of
love, or friendfhip) cannot leflen yours, no
more than mine. As to your hearing of my
being ill, I am glad, and forry for the report:
in the firft place, glad that it was not true ; and
in the next, forry thatit fhou’d give you any
difturbance, or concern more than ordinary for
me ; for which, as well as your concern for my
future well-being or life, I #hink myfelf moft
kg cternally
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eternally oblig’d to you; afluring, your con-
cern for either will make me more careful of
both. -Yet for your fake I love this life fo well,
that I thall the lefs think of the other; but tis
In your power to enfure my happinefs in one
and the other, both by your fociety, and good
example, fo not only contribute to my felicity
here, but hereafter,

Now as to your excufe for the plainnefs of
your ftyle, I muft needs tell you, that friendfhip
1s much more acceptable to a true friend than
wit, which is generally falfe reafoning ; and a
friend’s reprimand often fhews more friendfhip
than his compliment: nay love, which is more
than friendthip, is often feen by our friend’s
correction of our follies or crimes. Upon this
teft of your friendfhip I intend to put you when
I return to London, and thence to you at Bin-
field, which, I hope, will be within a2 month.

Next to the news of your good health, T am
pleas’d with the good news of your going to
print fome of your Poems, and proud to be
known by them to the pablic for your friend;
who intend (perhaps the fame way) to be re-
venged of you for your kindnefs; by taking
your name in vain in fome of my future ma-
drigals: yet fo as to let the world know, my
love or efteem for you are no mere poetic than
my talent in feribling.  But of all the arts of

-~

HCTIon,
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fiction, I defire you to believe 1 want that of
feigning friendthip, and that I am f{incerely

Your, &c.

AT E R XVIE
From Mr, WYCHERLEY,

May 13, 1708.

Have receiv’d yours of the firft of May.

Your Paftoral mufe outfhines in her modeft
and natural drefs all Apollo’s court-ladies, in
their more artfal, labour’d, and coftly finery,
Therefore I am glad to find by your letter you
defign your country-beauty of a mufe fhall ap-
pear at court and in public: to out-thine all the
farded, lewd, confident, affeCted Town-dow-
dies, who aim at being honour’d only to their
thame: but her artful innocence (on the con-
trary) will gain more honour as fhe becomes
public; and, in fpite of cuftom, will bring mo-
defty again into fafhion, or at leaft make her
fifter-rivals of this age blufh for fpite, if not
for thame. As for my ftale, antiquated, poeti-
cal pufs, whom you would keep in counte-
nance by faying fhe has once been tolerable,
and wou'd yet pafs mufter by a little licking
over; it is true that (like moft vain antiquated

33 jades
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j-w_. s which have once been paffable) fhe yet
fects youthfulnefs in her age, and wou’d fill
gain a few admirers (who the more the feeks
or labours for their ]:1«.!: 1, are but more her
contemners.) Neverthe ﬂ](_ i1s refolv’d hence-
forth to ln o cautious as to appear very little
miore in the world, except it be as an .-‘Ltitlm-
ant on your Mufe, or as a foil, not a rival to
her wit, or fame: o that let your Country-
gentlewoman appear when fhe will in the
world *, my old worn-out jade of a loft repu-
tation fhall be her attendant into it, to procure
her admirers; as an old whore, w ho can get no
more friends of her own, hn\mls for othc,rs to
make {p rwt or "l'..\zi'ue yet, one way or other,
for mankind. I approve of your making Ton-
fon your mufe’s 'J]a| dutor into the 'u(J!ld or
mafter of the ceremonies, who has | been {o long
a pimp, or gentleman-uther to the Mufes.

* This, and what £ follows, | veries, and the fecond Copy

15 a full Confutation of John | with eo srreCtions, are both
Dennis and others, who af- I yet extant in ,".II. Vycher-
ferted that Mr. Pol'.-c wirote [ ];;1,':'suw]1 hand : In another
hef: | of his letters of May 18,
|

S S i
theic verfes on himfelf (tho’
lifh’d by Mr. Wycherle Y | 1708, are thefe wmds « ]

:'..-q _‘-' ears before his c*t'nh) | * have made a damn’d
A i 5 | ««.C i I

W 1d tn . it Wis 4 vo- F ““ Comgpliment in verfe up=
Fl-.'_.:;s."_'.' Act -';" his, promiis'd | < on the printing your iel*

i f i ] - i
beiore-hand, and written
PR

while Mr. Pope was abfent. |
The firlt Brouillon of thofe |

“* ftorals, which you fhall
¢ fee when you fee me.”’ P.

I Wifh
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I with you good fortune; fince a man with
4 Ly I
ftore of wit, as ftore of money, without the
help of Eludd fortune, will never be popular ;
but I with you a great many admirers, which
will be fome credit to my judgment as well as
vour wit, who always thought you had a great
deal; and am
Your, &c.

L E-T-T Bk XVIEL
From Mr. WYCHERLEY.

May 17, 1709.

I Muft thank you for a book of your Mifcel-
lanies, which Tonfon {ent me, I{uppofe by
your order; and all I can tell you of it is, that
nothing hAa lately been better receiv’d by the
public, than your part of it. You have only
difpleas’d the critics by pleafing them too well;
having not left them a word to fay for them-
felves, againft you and your performances; fo
that, now your hand is in, you muft perfevere,
'till my prophecies of you be fulfill’d. In
earneft, all the beft judges of good fenfe or poe-
try, are admirers of yours; and like your part
of - the book fo'well, that the reft is lik’d the
worfe,  This is true upon my word, without
D 4 compli-
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compliment; {o that your firft fuccels will
make you for all your life a poet, in fpite of
your wit; for a poet’s fuccefs at firlt, like a
gamefter's fortune at firft, is like to make him
a lofer at laft, and to be undone by his good
fortune and merit,

But hitherto your mifcellanies have fafely
run the gantlet, through all the coffee-houfes;
vhich are now entertain’d with a whimfical
new news-paper, call’d the TATLER, which I
fuppofe you have feen. This is the neweft
thing I can tell you of, except it be of the
Peace, ‘which now (moft people fay) is draw-
ing to fuch a conclufion, ag all Europe is, or

9.1

muft be fatisfy’d with; fo Poverty, you fee,
which makes peace in Weftminfter - hall,
maikes it likewife in the camp or field, through-
out the world. Peace then be to you, and to
me, who am now grown peaceful, and will
have no conteft with any man, bat him who
fays he is more your friend or humble fervant,
than

Your, &c,

LETTER
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LET T ER -XIX,

May 20, 1700.

Eﬁm glad you receiv’d the * Mifcellany, if

it were only to fhow you that there are as
bad poets in this nation as your fervant. . This
modern cuftom of appearing in mifcellanies, is
very ufeful to the poets, who, like other thieves,
efcape by getting into a crowd, and herd toge-
ther like Banditti, fafe only in their multitude.
Methinks Strada has given a good defcription
of thefe kind of colle@ions; Nullus hodie mor-
talium aut nafcitur, aut moritur, aut preliatur,
aut ruflicatur, aut abit peregre, aut redst, aut
nubit, aut eff, aut non ef, (nam etiam mortuis
ifli canunt)-cui mon illi extemplo cudant Epice-
dia, Genethliaca, Protreptica, Panegyrica, Epi-
thalamia, Vaticinia, Propemptica, Soterica, Pa-
ranctica, Nenwas, Nugas, As to the fuccefs
which, you fay, my part has met with, it is to
be attributed to what you was pleas’d to fay of
me to the world; which you do well to call
your prophecy, fince whatever is faid in my
favour, muft be a prediGtion of things that are
not yet; you, likea true Godfather, engage on
my part for much more than ever I can per-

2 Jacob Tonion’s fixth Vol. of I\‘Iiﬁ:cl[any Poems. o

form,
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form, My paftoral Mufe, like other count s
girls, is but put out of countenance, by wl hat
you courtiers fay to her; yet I hope you would
not deceive me too i"-.lrj as knowing that a
young {cribler’s vanity needs no recruits from
abroad: for nature, like an indu ilgent mother,
kindly takes care to fupply her fons with
as !T'lJLh of their own, as is necefiary for
their fatisfa@ion, If my verfes thould meet
with a few flying commendations s, Virgil h
taught me, that a young author has not too
mmh reafon to be pleas’d with them, when he

onfiders that the natural confequence of praife
is'envy and c alumny,

c.' T

S Sy 1.fru,-. 7 1499 ¥4 p .-.-l 'I,r,-—- g
— WL Hitra placitum fwmz’}n-;f vaccare j frontem
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When once a man has appear’d as a poet, he
may give up his pretenfions to all the rich and
thrb ing arts: thofe who have once made their
court tJ thofe miftrefles without portions, the
Mufes, are never like to fet up for fortunes, But
for my p”t"*, I fhall be fati isfy’d if I can lofe my
time a *[LL‘ "" this v way, without I()rﬂ“‘ my re-
putation: as for gaining any, Iam as mdjﬁu-—
ent n the matter as F axﬂﬂhc was, and may
{ay of fame as he did of honour, * If it con nes,

“ 1t comes unlook’d for; and there’ S an md
* on’t.” T can be content with a bare faving

game,
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gﬁme without being thought an eminent hand,
(with which title Jacob has gracioufly digni-
fy’d his “..wentu.rus and voluntiers in poetry.)
Jacob creates poets, as Kings fometimes do
knights, not for their honour, but for their mo-
ney.  Certainly he ought to be efteem’d a
worker of miracies, who s grown rich by
poetry.

What Authors lofe, their Bookfellers bave won,

So Pimps grow rich, while Gallants are undone.

I am your, &¢.

i Doie 1 NS DI e .

From Mr. WYCHERLEY.

May 26, 1709.

71‘*HE laft T receiv’d from you was dated
the 22d of May. I take your charitable

hint to me very kindly, wherein you do like a
true friend, and a true chriftian, and I fhall en-
deavour to follow your advice, as well as your
example~—As for your withing to fee your
friend an Hermit with you, I cannot be faid to
leave the world, fince I fhall enjoy. in your con-
verfation all t]l’lt I can defire of it; nay, can
learn’ more from you alone, than from my
long
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ong experience -of the great, or little vulga
n it,

As to the fuccefs of your poems in the late
mifeellany, which I told you of in my laft,
upon my word I made you no compliment, for
you may be affur’d that all fort of readers like
them, except they are writers too; but for
them (I muft needs fay) the more they like
them, they ought to be the lefs pleas’d with
‘em: fo that you do not come off with 2 bare
{aving game (as you call it) but have gain’d {o
much credit at firft, that you muit needs fup-
port it to the laft: fince you fet up with fo great
a ftock of good fenfe, judgment, and wit, that
your judgment enfures all that your wit ven-
tures at. 'The falt of your wit has been enough

Bed 3

to give a relifh to the whole infipid hotch-potch
it is mingled with; and you will make Jacob’s
Ladder raife you to immortality, by which
others are turn’d off thamefully to their dam-
nation (for poetic thieves as they are) who
think to be fay’d by others good works, how
faulty foever their own are: but the coffce-
houfe wits, or rather anti-wits the critics, prove
their judgments by approving your wit; and
even the news-mongers and poets will own,
you. have ‘more invention than they ; nay, the
detratters or the envious, who never fpeak well
of any body (not even of thofe they think well

-

of
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of in their abfence) yet will give you even in
your abfence their good word ; and the critics
only hate you, for being forced to {peak well
of you whether they will or no : All this is true

upon the word of
Your, &c.

EETTETR e
From Mr. WYCHERLEY.

Aug. 11, 1709.

| Y letters, fo much inferior to yours, can
-L only make up their {caccity of fenfe by
their number of lines; which is like the Spa-
niards paying a debt of gold with a load of brafs
money. But to be a plain dealer, 1 muft tell
you, I will revenge the raillery of your letters
by printing them (as Dennis did mine) with-
out your knowledge too, which wou’d be a re-
venge upon your judgment for the raillery of
your wit ; for fome dull rogues (that is the
moft in the world) might be fuch fools as to
think what you faid of me was in earneft : It
is not the firft time, your great wits have gain’d
reputation by their paradoxical or ironical
praifes ; your forefathers have dene it, Eraimus
and others, For all mankind who know me

muft
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nius,

muit confefs, he muft be ro ordinary ge
or little friend, who can find out any thing to
commend in me ferioufly ; who have oiven
- s =g :
no fign of my judgment but my opinion of
yours, nor mark of my wit, but my leaving off
- - F L=
writing to the public now you are beginning

to thew the world what you can do by yours :

whofe wit is as Ipiritual as your judgment in-=
fallible : in whote judgment I have an implicit
faith, and fhall always fubfcribe to it to fave
my works, in this world, from the flames and
damnation.—Pray, prefent my moft humble
fervice to Sir William Trumbull ; for whom
and u-’h(;fbjudgm::ﬂt I have fo profound a re-
Ipect, that his example had almoft made me
marry, more than my Nephew’s ill carriage
tome ; having once refolv’d to have revenged
myfelf upon him by my marriage, but now
am refolv’d to make my revenge greater upon
him by His marriage,

LEERTSE R XXII.
From Mr. Wycurpt E Y.
April 1, 17710.
E Have had yours of the 30th of the laft month,
which is kinder than I defire it thould be,
fince it tells me you cou’d be better pleas’d to
be
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be fick again in Town in my company, than
to be well in the Country without it ; and that
you are more impatient to be depriv’d of hap-
pinefs than of health. Yet, my dear friend,
fet raillery or compliment afide, I can bear
your abfence (which procures your health and
eafe) better than I can your company when
you are in pain : for I cannot {ee you fo with-
out being fo too. Your love to the Country
I do not doubt, nor do'you (I hope) my love
to it or you, fince there I canenjoy your com-
pany without feeing you in pain to give me fa~
tisfattion and pleafure ; there I can have you
without rivals or difturbers;  without the
too civil, or the too rude: without the noife
of the loud, or the cenfure of the filent: and
wou’d rather have you abufe me there with the
truth, than at this diftance with your compli-
ment : fince now, your bufinefs of a friend,
and kindnefs to a friend, is by finding fault
with his faults, and mending them by your obli-
ging feverity., I hope (in point of your good-
nature) you will have no cruel charity for thofe
papers of mine, you are fo willing to be trou-
bled with ; which I take moft infinitely kind
of you, and fhall acknowledge with gratitude,
as long as I live. No friend can do more for
his friend than preferving his reputation (nay,
not by preferving his life) fince by preferving

his
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his life he can only make him live about three.
fcore or fourfcore years; but by preferving his
reputation, he can make him live as long as
the world lafts ; fo fave him from damning,
when he is gone to the devil. Therefore, I pray,
condemn me in private, as the Thieves do their
accomplices in Newgate, to fave them from
condemnation by the public. ~ Be moft kindly
unmerciful to my poetical faults, and do with
Iy papers, as you. country-gentlemen do with
your trees, {lath, cut, and lop off the excref-
cencies and dead parts of my wither’d bays,
that the little remainder may live the longer,
and increafe the value of them by diminifhing
the number, ‘I have troubled you with my
papers rather to give you pain than pleafure,
notwithftanding your compliment, which {ays
you take the trouble kindly : fuch is your ge-
nerofity to your friends, that you take it kind-
ly to be defired by them to do them a kind-
nefs; and you think it done to you, when they
give you an opportynity to do it them. Where-
fore you may be fure to be troubled with my
letters out of intereft, if not kindnefs ; fince
mine to you will procure yours to me : fo that
I write to you more for my own fake than
yours ; lefs to make you think T write well,
than to learn from you to write better. Thus
you fee intereft in my kindnefs, which is like

I the
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the friendthip of the world, rather to make a
friend than be a friend ; but I am yours, asa
true Plain-dealer.

BT TVE R XX
From Mr. WYCHERLEY.

April 11, 1710,

E F I can do part of my bufinefs at Shrew{-

bury in a fortnight’s time (which I propofe
todo) I will be foon after with you, and trou-
ble you with my company, for the remainder
of the fummer: in the mean time I beg you
to give yourfelf the pains of altering, or leaving
out what you think fuperfluous in my papers,
that I may endeavour to print fuch a number
of them as you and I fhall think fit, about Mi-
chaclmas next. In order to which (my dear
friend) I beg you to be fo kind to me, as to
be fevere to them ; that the critics may be lefs
fo; for I had rather be condemn’d by my
friend in private, than expos’d to my foes in
public, the critics, or common judges, who
are made fuch by having been old offenders
themfelves. Pray, believe I have as much faith
in your friendfhip and fincerity, as I have de-
ference to your judgment ; and as the beft mark

E of




B T et T L S -

50 LETTERS To axp

of a friend is telling his friend his faults in pri-
vate, {5 the next is concealing them from the
public, ’till they are fit to appear. In the mean
time I am not a little fenfible of the great kind-
nefs you do me, in the trouble you take for me,
In putting my Rhimes in tune, fince good founds
fet off often ill fenfe, as the Italian {fongs, whofe
good airs,with the worft words or meaning, make
the beft mufic; fo by your tuning my Welfh
harp, my rough fenfc may be the lefs offenfive
to the nicer ears of thofe critics, who deal
more in found than fenfe, Pray then take pity
at once both of my readers and me, in fhort-
ning my barren abundance, and increafing their
patience by it, as well as the obligations T have
to you: And fince no madrigaller can enter-
tain the head, unlefs he pleafes the ear ; and
fince the crowded Opera’s have left the beft
Comedies with the leaft audiences, *tis a fign
found can prevail over fenfe ; therefore {often
my words, and ftrengthen my f{enfe, and

Eris mib; magnis Apollo
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April 15, 1710,
Receiv’d your moft extreme kind letter but
juft now. It found me over thofe papers
you mention, which have been my employ-
ment ever fince Eafter-monday : 1 hf)pt before
Michaelmas to have difc! 11_115 d my tafk ; which,
upon the word of a friend, is the mioft p caﬁng
one I cou’d be put upon. Since _n)u are {o near
golng into Shropi'h?rc (\mmu r 1 (hall not care

to write of this matter for fear of the mifcar-
riage of any letters) I muft defire your leave to
aive you a plain and fincere account of what
I haye found from a more ferious application to
them. Upon comparifon: with the former
volume, I find much more repeated than I till
now imagin’d, as well as in the prefent vo-
lame, which, 1if (as you told me laft) you
would have me dath over with a line, will de=
face the whole copy extremely, and to a des<
gree that (I fear) may ';jfp‘iuaib you. I have
every where mark’d in the margins the page
and line, both in this and the other-part. But
i you order me not to crofsthe lines, or would
any way elfe hmit my commiffion, you will
oblige me by doing it in your next letter ; for I
am at once equally fearful of fparing you, and
E 2 of
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of offending you by too impudent a correction.
Hitherto however I have crofs’d em {o as to be
legible, becaufe you bade me, When I think
ail the repetitions are ftruck out in a C(}pv I
fometimes find more upondipping in the firft vo
lume, and the number encreafes fo much, that,
I believe, more fhortning will be requifite than
you may be willing to bear with, unlefs you
are in good earncft refolv’d to have no thought
repeated. Pray, forgive this freedom, which
as I muft be fincere in this cafe fo I could not
but mkc and let me know if T am to go on at
this rate, or if you would prefcribe any other
:nt-iha-ﬁ,

[ am very gla d you continue your refolution
of feeing me inmy Hermi L.;_-:*i'1= fummer ; the
fooner you return, t],L fooner I tha ‘m px,
which i1 decd my want of any c ompany thatis
entert ilIlL‘ or efteemn: able, together with fre-
quent infirmities and pdl“ﬁ inm.c-l ‘-“{-: from

being in your abfence. *Tis (Iam fure) a real
truth, that my 1'5 knefs cannot make me quite

'
T

w

£

e [
|

weary of myfelf when I have you with no
I thall want no company but yours, '\.‘-.-'hf:ll you

e ]lt'l'{.'

You fee how freely and with how little care
I talk rather than write to you : this is one of
the many advantages of friendf {hip, that one can
fay to one’s triend the thi ings that {tand in need

ok
(813
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of pardon, and at the fame time be fure of it.
Indeed 1 do not know whether or no the let-
ters of friends are the worfe for being fit for
none elfe to read. *Tis an argument of the truft
repofed in a friend’s good nature, when one
writes {uch things to him as require a good por-
tion of it. I have experienced yours fo often
and fo 1011'%-1 that I can now no more doubt of
the greatnefs of it, than I hope you do of the
greatnefs of my affection, or of the fincerity
with which I am, &c.

LE T T ER XXV,
From Mr, WY cHERLEY.
April 27, 1710.
O U give me an account in your letter of
the trouble you have undergone for me,
In comparing my papers you took down mth
you, with the old printed volume, and with
one another, of that bundle you have in your
hands ; amongft which (you iay) you find nu-
merous Repetitions of the fame rT~o-gg.;ta and
fubjedts ; all which, I muft confefs, my want of
memory has prevented me from imagining, as
well as made me capable of commiitti: 1+ fince,
of all figures, that of Ta wtology ist elaftT wonld

-3 ufe,
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ufe, or leaft forgive mylelf for. But fecing i3
believing ; wherefore 1 will take fome pains to
examine and compare thofe papers in your
hands with one another, as well as with the
former printed copies, or books of my damn’d
E\'Tifbf'.iﬂm« s; all which (as bad a IMEmOory *as
I have) with a little more pains and care I
think I can remedy. Therefore I would not
have you give yourfelf more trouble about
them, which may prc vent the pleafure you
have, and rmv give the world in WrIting upon
new {ubjects of your own, whereby you qu
much better entertain yourfelf and nt}ms Now
as to your remarks ll;mn the whole volume of
my papers ; all that I n’ch[‘” of you is to mark
in the m"r-'z'i'n (without def: cing the copy at
all) eithe ﬂﬁy ur_v_:ltlf_ul of words, matter, or
fenfe, or any thoughts, or words too much re-
peated; w hich if you will be o kind as to do
for me, you will i]ﬁrr]v my want of Memory
with your good one, de my deficiencies of
fenfe, with the infallibilit y of yours; which if
you do, you will moft infinite ]1* oblige me, who
almoft re pent the trouble T have given you,
fi‘(L fo much. Now as to what you call free-
dom with me, (which you defire me to forgive)
you may. be ”“*1 'd 1 would not forgive you
unlefs you did vfe it: for I am f» f;u' from
th.i,-'.ui-;ir:f___; your "Tilnﬁf‘ an offence to me, that
1 tillﬂlx
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I think it a charity and an obligation ; which I
thall always acknowledge, with all {ort of gra-
titude to you for it; who am, &c.

All the news I have to fend you, is, that
poor Mr. Betterton is going to make his Exit
from the ftage of this world, the Gout being
gotten up into his head, and (as the Phyficians
fay) will certainly carry him oft {uddenly.

-
27

LETTER, XXVI
May 2, 1710

Am forry you perfift to take ill my not ac-
cepting your invitation, and to find (if'I
miftake not) your exception not unmix’d with
fome fufpicion. Be certain T fhall moft care-
fully obferve your requeft, not to crofs over,
or deface the copy of your papers for the fu-
ture, and only to mark in the margin the Re-
petitions.  But as this can ferve no further than
to get rid of thole repetitions, and no way rec-
tify the Method, nor conne the Matter, nor
improve the Poetry in expreffion: or numbers,
without further blotting, adding, and alter-
ing ; foit really is my opinion and defire, that
youa fhould take your papers out of my hands
into'your own, and that no alterations may be
made but when both us are prefent; whenyou
may be fatisfied with, every blot, as well as
E 4 every
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every addition, and nothing be put upon the
papers but what you fhall give your own fanc-
tion and affent to, at the fame time.

Do not be {o unjuft, as to imagine from
hence that T would decline any part of this
talk ; on the contrary you know, I have been
at the pains of tranfcribing fome pieces, at once
to comply with your defire of not de acing the
copy, and yet to lofe no time in proceeding
upon the corre@ion. I will go on the fame
way, if you pleafe ; tho’ truly it is (as I have
often told you) my fincere opinion, that the
greater part would make a much better figare
as Single Maxims and RefleGions in profe, af-
ter the manner of your favourite Rochefou-
cault, than in verfe®: And this, when no-
tlling more 1s done but marking the repeti-
tions in the margin, will be an eafy tafk to
proceed upon, notwithftanding the bad Me-
mory you complain of, I am unfeignedly,
dear Sir, Your, &c.

A.Port:,

* Mr. Wycherley lived | ccevrmr of thefe Maxims
five years after, to Decem-~ | in Profe were found among
ber, 1715, but little pro- | his papers; which having the
grefs was made in this de- | misfortune to fall into the
fign, thro’ his Ol4 age, and | hands of 2 Mercenary, were

the increafe of his infirmi- publifhed in 1728 ‘n oc-
ties. However, fome of the tavo, under the Title of
Verfes, whi had been | The Pofthumous Works of

er,
ch
dgouch’d by Mr. P. with WilliamW ycherley, Efg. P.
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