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TO AND FROM

M. WYCHERLEY,

From the Year 1704 to 1710,

EETTER-L

Binfield in Windfor Foreft, Dec. 26, 1704
T was certainly a great fatisfaGtion to me to
{fee and converfe with a Man, whom in his
writings I had fo long known with plea-
fure; but it was a high addition to it, to hear

2 If one were to judge of
thisfet of Letters by the man-
ner of thinking and turn of ex-
preflion, one thould conclude
they had been all mif-titled ;
and that the Letters given to
the boy of fixteen, were writ-
ten by the man of feven-
ty, and fo on the contrary :
fuch fober fenfe, fuch gravi-
ty of manners, and fo much
judgment, and knowledge of
compofition, enlivened with
the fprightlinefs of manly wit,
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diftinguifh thofe of Mr.Pope:
while, on the other hand, 4
childith jealoufy, a pueriel
affectation, an attention and
lying at catch for tur#s and
pointsy together with a total
ignorance of order, of me-
thod, and of all relation of
the parts to one another to
compofe a reafonable whole,
make up the chara&er of
thofe of Mr. Wycherley.

® The author’s Age then
Sixteen. : 30

you,
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you, at our Very firft "1“‘1.,. 7, doing juftice to
your dead friend Mr. Dryden. 1 was not il_'s

happy as to know him: Virgilium ta ,m,fﬁ )

di ©. " Had I been born carly enough, I mul "t.
have known and ]'.\” d him: For I 11-11-;; been
aflured, not only DV\,(”I’ﬂ.J but by Mr. Con-
greve and Sir Vo liam 1 numhul that his per-
fonal Qualities were as amia 1ble as his Poetical,
HL_}Z‘»\ltL.iLJI]LlH“T the 1 *"ny libellous mifrepre-

{entations of them, -ag: sinft which the former of
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L].Li\, Len itlemen "'"3 tU]d me
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vindicate him:*. fuppofe thofe injuries werce
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begun by the violence Ol ut. 15 - no
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doubt they were continued it bis {uc-

cefs and fame ¢ And thole EE-;;l';b]r.,z‘S who at-
tacked himin his latter times, were ol ly like
gnats in a fummer’s evening, which are never
very troublefome but in the fineft and moft glo-
rious feafon; for his fire, like the fun’s, thined
cleareft towards its {etting,

You muft pot therefore imagine, that when

you told me my own }'L“.su;liﬂu ces  Were
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c. When a very young | duodecimo Edition of Dury-

R:-.a he prevailed with a | den’s i}];-;c';., 717 P.
e The fact feems to have

i been juft the reverfe. One
of the firft Satires ﬂg;s]n{’t
him was the Duke of Buek-
ingham’s Rehear fal ; ;:mi one
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dy of his Hind and f’u,”fu e
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above thofe Cr tics, 1 was 10 vain as to believe
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it ; and yet I may not be {o ]nm;ug as to think

my {elf LlL.ll" below their notice.. For critics, as

o 'y Ay | '_
tht}f are birds of prey, La.‘.\, gver a natural in-
clination to carfion: mrd tho’ fuch poor Writers

1
gar s {o poor but he

T ‘ -
as I are but beggars, no beg
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can keep a cur , and no author is fo beggarly

but he can mcp a critic. I am far from think-

ing the attacks of fuch people either any ho-

. 1
fiour or difhonour even to me, much lefs t o \Il
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Wits have rifen {ince ‘L:.

(]
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{tars appearing v hen the fun is fet, that twin-
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1\1',.. only in his ¢ abferice, and with the rays they
have bonowed from him. Qur wit (as you call
it)-is but refleCtion or imitation, therefore {carce

to be called ours. True Wit, I believe, may

be defined a '111._L.u s of thought, and a facility
of expreflion; or (in the midwives phrafe) a
perfe@ conception, with an  eafy delivery f.
However, this is far from a complete defini

pray mlp me to a better &, as,; 1 doubt not,
<an,

I am, &c,

£ This is no definition of | work our young Poet did not
wit at all, but of good writ- | then relift. He had met
ing in general. with it early; but he ufed

‘& Mr. Locke had oiven a | tofay, it was quite infipid to
better. But his E fm wasa | him.
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