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From Mr. Wy cHERLEY.
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Have been {o bufy of late in correcting and
tranfcribing fome of my madrigals for a
great man or two who defired to fee them, that
I have (with your pardon) omitted to return you
an an{wer to your moft ingenious letter: fo
fcriblers to the public, like bankers to the pub-
lic, are profufe in their voluntary loans to i,
whilft they forget to pay their more private and
particular, as more juft debts, to their beft and
neareft friends, However, I hope, you who
have as much good-natuare as good fenfe ({ince
they generally are companions? ) will have pa-
tience with a debtor who has an inclination to
pay you his obligations, if he had wherewithal
ready about him; and in the mean time fhould
confider, when you have obliged me beyond my
prefent power of returning the favour, that a
debtor may be an honeft man, if he but intends
to be juft when he is able, tho’ late. ButI{hould
be lefs juft to you, the more I thought I could
make a return to fo much profufenefs of Wit
and Humanity together; which tho’ they fel-
dom accompany each other in other men *, are
3 Guud-nature and good | nions, yet wit and bumanity
fenfe gencrally are compas | feldom accompany each other,
in
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in you fo equally met, I know not in which
you moft abound. But fo much for my opinion
of you, which is, that your Wit and Ingenuity
is equalled by nothing but your Judgment, or
Modefty, which (tho’ it be to pleafe myfelf)
1 muft no more offend, than I can do either
right. ;

Therefore I will fay no more now of them|
than that your good wit never forfeited your
good judgment, but in your partiality to me and
mine ; fo thatif it were poffible for a hardened
fcribler to be vainer than he is, what you write
of me would make me more conceited than
what T fcrible myfelf: yet, I muft confefs, I
ought to be more humbled by your praife than
exalted, which commends my little fenfe with
fo much more of yours, that I am difparaged
and ditheartened by your commendations ; who
give me an example of your wit in the firft part
of your letter, and a definition of it in the laft;
to make writing well (that is, like you) more
difficult to me than ever it was before. Thus
the more great and juft your example and defi-
nition of wit are, the lefs I am capable to fillow
them. Then the beft way of thewing my judg-
ment, after having feen how you write, is to

But they might keep com- pleafed, for the Autharwas
pany or not, juft as they | gone in fearch of Witticifims.
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leave off writing; and the beft way to thew my

friendfhip to you, is to put an end to your trou-
le, and to conclude

Y ours, &c.
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March 2z, 1705
V\IHEN I write to you, I forefee a long
letter, and ought to beg your patience
before-hand ; for if it proves the lopgett, it will
be of courfe the worft I have troubled you with.
Yet to exprels my gratitude at large for your
obliging letter, is not more my duty than my

" & i |

intereft; as fome people will abundantly thank
you for one piece of kindnefs, to put you in
mind of beftowing another. The more fa-
vourable you are to me, the more diftinctly 1
fee my faults: Spots and blemifhes, you know,
are never {o plainly difcovered as in the bright-
eft funthine, Thus I am mortified by thofe
commendations which were defigned to encou-
rage me: for praife toa young wit, is like rain
to a tender flower; if it be moderately beftow-
ed, it chears and revives; but if too lavifhly,
overcharges and depreffes him. Moft men in
years, as they are generally difcouragers of
youth, are like old trees, that, being paft bear-
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