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3 LETTFHERS 1o, AND

leave off writing; and the beft way to thew my

friendfhip to you, is to put an end to your trou-
le, and to conclude

Y ours, &c.

| PR DR 2 Bl Do R )

March 2z, 1705
V\IHEN I write to you, I forefee a long
letter, and ought to beg your patience
before-hand ; for if it proves the lopgett, it will
be of courfe the worft I have troubled you with.
Yet to exprels my gratitude at large for your
obliging letter, is not more my duty than my

" & i |

intereft; as fome people will abundantly thank
you for one piece of kindnefs, to put you in
mind of beftowing another. The more fa-
vourable you are to me, the more diftinctly 1
fee my faults: Spots and blemifhes, you know,
are never {o plainly difcovered as in the bright-
eft funthine, Thus I am mortified by thofe
commendations which were defigned to encou-
rage me: for praife toa young wit, is like rain
to a tender flower; if it be moderately beftow-
ed, it chears and revives; but if too lavifhly,
overcharges and depreffes him. Moft men in
years, as they are generally difcouragers of
youth, are like old trees, that, being paft bear-
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ing themfelves, will fuffer no young plants to

‘ s if it were not
enough to have out-done all your coevals in
wit, you will excel them in good-nature too.
As for " my green effays, if you find any plea-
{ure in themy it muft be fuch as a man natu-
rally takes in obferving the firft thoots and bud-
dings of a tree which he has raifed himfelf
and ’tis impoffible they fhould be efteemed any
otherwife, than as we value fruits for Lut%
carly, which neverthelefs are the moi’% im:pid
and the worft of the year. Inaword, I muft
blame you for treating me with fo much com-
pliment, which is at beft but the fmoke of
friendfhip. I neither write, nor converfe with
you, to gain your praife, but your AffeGion.
Be {o much my friend as to appear my enemy,
and tell me toy faults, if not as 2 young }Lln,
at léaft as an unexperienced Writer.

"J irifh beneath them: but, a

I am, &e.
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From Mr. W YCHERLEY,

March 29, 1705.

OUR letter of the twenty-fifth of March

I have received, which was more wel

* His Paftorals, written at fixteen years of age. .
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