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TIERERY. 99
ing themfelves, will fuffer no young plants to

‘ s if it were not
enough to have out-done all your coevals in
wit, you will excel them in good-nature too.
As for " my green effays, if you find any plea-
{ure in themy it muft be fuch as a man natu-
rally takes in obferving the firft thoots and bud-
dings of a tree which he has raifed himfelf
and ’tis impoffible they fhould be efteemed any
otherwife, than as we value fruits for Lut%
carly, which neverthelefs are the moi’% im:pid
and the worft of the year. Inaword, I muft
blame you for treating me with fo much com-
pliment, which is at beft but the fmoke of
friendfhip. I neither write, nor converfe with
you, to gain your praife, but your AffeGion.
Be {o much my friend as to appear my enemy,
and tell me toy faults, if not as 2 young }Lln,
at léaft as an unexperienced Writer.

"J irifh beneath them: but, a

I am, &e.
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From Mr. W YCHERLEY,

March 29, 1705.

OUR letter of the twenty-fifth of March

I have received, which was more wel

* His Paftorals, written at fixteen years of age. .
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come to me than any thing could be out of the
country, tho’ it were one’s rent due that day ;
and I can find no fault with it, but that it
charges me with want of fincerity, or juftice,
for giving you your due; who fhould not let
your modelty be fo unjuft to your merit, as to
reject what is due to it, and call that compli-
ment, which is fo thort of your defert; that it is
rather degrading than exalting you. But if com-
pliment be the {fmoke only of friendfhip (as
you fay) however, you muft allow there is no
{moke but there is fome fire ; and as the facrifice
of incenfe offered to the Gods would not have
been half fo {weet to others, if it had not been
for its fmoke ; fo friendfhip, like love, cannot
be without fome incenfe, to perfume the name
it would praife and immortalize. But fince you
fay you do not write to me to gain my praife,
but my affection, pray how is it poflible to have
the one without the other ? we muft admire
before we love. You affirm, you would have
me fo much your friend as to appear your ene-
my, and find out your faults rather than your
perfections ; but (my friend) that would be fo
hard todo, that I, who love no difficulties, can’t
bé perfuaded to it. Befides, the vanity of a
{cribler is fuch, that he will never part with his
own judgment to gratify another’s ; efpecially
when he muft take pains to do it: and tho’ I
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am proud to be of your opinion, when

you
=
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talk of any thing or man but yourfelf, I can-
not fuffer you to murder your fame with your
own hand, without oppofing you ; efpecially
when you fay your laft letter is the worft (fince
the longeft) you have favoured me with ; which
1 therefore think the beft, as the longeft life (if
a good one) is the beft ; as it yields the more
variety, and is the more exemplary ; as a chear-
ful fammer’s day, tho’ longer than a dull one in
the winter, is lefs tedious and more entertaining.
Therefore let but your friendthip be like your
letter, as lafting as it is agreeable, and it can
never be tedious, but more acceptable and ob-
liging to

-

“ Xour, &c.

| ) Do M AR Do 1 T T
From Mr.WycuerLEY,

April 7, 1705,

Have received yours of the fifth, wherein
your modefty refufes the juft praifes I give
you, by which you lay claim to more, as a
bithop gains his bithopric by faying he will
not epifcopate; but I muft confefs, whilft I
difpleafe you by commending you, I pleafe
myfelf: juft as incenfe is fweeter to the offerer
than
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