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rrom Mr. WYCHERLEY. 13

LET T BER. VL

Cannot contend with you : You muft give

me leave at once to wave all your compli-
ments, and to collect only this in general from
them, that your defign 1s to encourage me.
But I feparate from ail the reft that paragraph
or two, in which you make me fo warm an
offer of your Frie udLip Were I pofiefled of
that, it would putan end to all thofe {peeches
with which you now make me bluth ; and
change them to wholfome advices, and free
{entiments, which might make me wifer and
happier. I know ’tis . the general opinion, that
friendfhip 1s beft contracted betwixt perfons of
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equal age ; but I have fo much intereft to be of
] -
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aNOotNneEr mind . that you ll;‘xldL rlu.i.\. On. Ime ;1 I{_-L‘Lli‘—'
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not forbear telling you a few notions of mine,
in uppui;t}.un to- that op M 108,
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In the firfk place ’tis obferw: wble, that the love

we bear toour Lllmdsj 1S gener: ally caufed by our
finding the fame difpofitions in them, which
we feel in ourfelves. * This is but felf-love at
the b

1e bottom : whereas the affe&ion betwixt peo-
ple of different ages cannot well be fo, thz, in-
'inutlous of fuch being commonly various.
The friendthip of two young men is often oc-
cafioned
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cafioned by love of pleafure or voluptuoufnefs,
each being defirous for his own fake of one to
affift or encourage him in the courfes he pur-
fues ; as that of two old men is frequently on
the {core of fome profit, lucre, or defign upon
others. Now, as a young man who is lefs ac-
quainted with the ways of the world, has in all
probability lefs of intereft ; and an old man,
who may be weary of himfelf, has, or thould
have lefs of felf-love ; o the friendfhip between
them is the more likely to be true, and un-
mixed with too ‘much felf-regard. One may
add to this, that fuch a friendfhip is of greater
ufe and advantage to both ; for the old man will
grow gay and agreeable to pleafe the young onej
and the young man more difcreet and prudent
by the help of the old one: fo it may prove a
cure of thofe epidemical difeales of age and
youth, fournefs and madnefs, I hope you will
not need many arguments to convince you of
the pofiibility of this; one alone abundantly fa-
tisfies me, and convinces to the heart ; which
18, that * young as I am, and old as you are, I
am your entirely affectionate, &e.

* Mr. Wycherley was at this time about feventy years old,
M, Pope under feventeen, P.
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