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EE T < E-R.. VIL
June 23, 1505.

Should believe myfelf happy in your 200 od
opinion, but that you treat me ¥o much in
a ﬂyle of comphment It hath been obferved
of women, that they are more fubject in their
youth to be touched with vanity, than men,
on account of their being generally treated this
way ; but the weakeft women are not more
W m.&[n. than that clafs of men,- who are thought
to prque themfelves upon -their Wit. The
world is never wanting, uhtn a coxcomb is
accomplithing himfelf, to help to give him the
finithing ftroke,
Evcr) man 1s apt to think his neighbour over-

ftock’d with vanity, yet, I cannot but fan cy there

re certain times, when moft people are in a
{15*"ooi1rlun of being informed ; and ’tis i]*crcdi—
ble what a vaft good a little truth might do,
{poken in fuch feafons. A f{mall alms v-Jl do,
a great kindnefs, to people in extreme nece ity
I could name an ZlLT('iLIfEiI]'E“HCC of yours, w J"_)
would at this time think himf{elf more obliged
to you for the information of his faults, than
the confirmation of his follies. If yvou would
make thofe the fubje& of a letter, it might be
as long as I conld with your letters always were.
I do
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I do not wonder you have hitherto found
fome difficulty (as you are pleafed to fay) in
Writing to me, - fince you have always chofen
the tafk of commending me : take but the other
way, and, I dare engage, you will find none at
all.

As for my verfes, which you praife fo much,
I may truly f; ay they have never been the cau{'*'
of any vanity in me, except what they gave m
when they firft occafioned my acqum.]ta,u
with you. But I have feveral times fince been
in dangcr of thisvice; asoften, I mean, as I re-
ceived any letters from you. *Tis certain, the
g-eatei’t maﬁnlﬁ-'infr glafles in the world are

an’s own eyes when they look upon his own
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p-;-;iun; yet even in thofe, I cannot fancy my
felf fo extremely like Alexander the oreat, as
you would perfuade me. If I muft be like
him, ’tis you will make me fo, by compliment-
Ing me into a better opinion of myfelf than I
defcrve : They made him think ]m was the fon
of Jupiter, and you affure me I am 2 man of
parts, But is this all you can fay to my ho-
nour ? you faid ten times as much b fore, when
you call’d me your friend. After lmunﬂ made
me believe I poffe(s’d a fhare in your affe Ction,
to treat me with compliments and fweet fayings,
is like the proceeding with poor Sancho Panca -
they perfuaded him t]:-a_i he enjoy’d a great do-

minion,
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minion, and then gave him nothing to fubfift
upon but wafers and marmalade. In our days
the greateft obligation you can lay upon a Wit,
is t6 make a fool of him. . For as wher mad-
men are found incurable, wife men give them
their way, and pleafe them as well as thcv can;

{o when thofe incorrigible things, Poets, are once
irrecoverably beumus d, the bm{ way both to
luict them, and fecure yourfelf from the effeéts
of Ilm frenzy, 1s to feed their vanity ; which

}*{_}ct.

You may believe me, I could be heartily
glad that all you fay were as true, applied to
me, as it would be to yourfelf, for feveral
weighty reafons ; but for none fo much as that
I might be to you what you deferve ; whereas
I can now be no more th;zn 18 confiftent with
the fmall tho’ utmoft capacity of écu_

E Have now f:lm‘ oed the {cene from the town
to the country ; from Will’s coffee-houfe

to Windfor-foreft. I find no other difference
than tfn:_;J betwixt the common tow:*mwﬂ's and
g 1

thc downright country roa]s; that the firft are

& pertly




	Seite 15
	Seite 16
	Seite 17

