UNIVERSITATS-
BIBLIOTHEK
PADERBORN

®

The Works Of Alexander Pope Esq.

In Nine Volumes Complete. With His Last Corrections, Additions, And
Improvements; As they were delivered to the Editor a little before his
Death

Containing The First of his Letters

Pope, Alexander

London, 1751

VIIl. An account of the duller fort of Country Gentlemen, and Country Life.

Nutzungsbedingungen

urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-56122

Visual \\Llibrary


https://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-56122

J

I.:.l'\. Jr 3;-"

™ 3 N

[
)""[

NY LY. VAR VE
| Gl LS S .-I 4‘|I .1-1. .‘-r 1 L

minion, and then gave him nothing to fubfift
upon but wafers and marmalade. In our days
the greateft obligation you can lay upon a Wit,
is t6 make a fool of him. . For as wher mad-
men are found incurable, wife men give them
their way, and pleafe them as well as thcv can;

{o when thofe incorrigible things, Poets, are once
irrecoverably beumus d, the bm{ way both to
luict them, and fecure yourfelf from the effeéts
of Ilm frenzy, 1s to feed their vanity ; which

}*{_}ct.

You may believe me, I could be heartily
glad that all you fay were as true, applied to
me, as it would be to yourfelf, for feveral
weighty reafons ; but for none fo much as that
I might be to you what you deferve ; whereas
I can now be no more th;zn 18 confiftent with
the fmall tho’ utmoft capacity of écu_

E Have now f:lm‘ oed the {cene from the town
to the country ; from Will’s coffee-houfe

to Windfor-foreft. I find no other difference
than tfn:_;J betwixt the common tow:*mwﬂ's and
g 1

thc downright country roa]s; that the firft are

& pertly
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pertly in the wrong, with a little more flourifh
and gayety ; and the laft neither in the right
nor the wrong, but confirmed in a ftupid {et-
tled medium betwixt both. HFHowever, me-
thinks, thefe are moft in the right, who quietly
and eafily refign themfelves over to the gentle
reign of dulnefs, which the Wits. muft do at
laft, tho’ after a great deal of noife, and refift-
ance. QOurs are a fort of modeit inoffenfive
people, who neither have fenfe, nor pretend to
any, but enjoy a jovial fort of dulnefs : They
are commonly known in the World by the name
of honeft, civil gentlemen : They live, much as
they ride, at random ; a kind of hunting life,

}“-1.31'51;511? with ClIILlLisLJ‘v and hazard {ome-
thing not worth the catching ; never in the
way, norout of it. I can’t but prefer folitude

to the company of all thefe ; for tho’ a man’s
felf may pcr ub‘w be the worft fellow to con-
verfe with in thc world, yet one would think
the company of a perfon whom we have the
ereateflt regard to and affection for, could not
| be very unpleafant.  As a man in love with a
| miftrefs, defires no converfation but hers, {o 2
' nan in love with himfelf (as moft men are)
may be beft pleafed with his own. Befid if
the trueft and moft ufeful knowledge be the
knowledge of ourfelves, folitude, conducing
moit to make us look info ourfelves. thould be

'I

the
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the moft inftru&ive ftate of life. We fee no-
thing more commonly, than men, who for the
fake of the circumftantial part and mere out-
fide of life, have been half their days rambling
out of their nature, and ought to be fent into
folitude to ftudy themfelves over again. Peo-
ple ate ufually {poiled, inftead of being taught,
at their coming into the world ; whereas by be-
ing more converfant with Obfcurity, without
any pains, they would naturally follow what
they were meant for. In a word, if a man bea
coxcomb, Solitude is hisbeft School ; and if he
be a fool, it is his beft Sanctuary.

Thefe are good reafons for my own ftay here,
but I wifh I could give you any for your com-
ing hither, except that I earneftly invite you.
And yet I can’t help faying I have fuffered a
great deal of difcontent that you do not come,
tho' I fo little merit that you thould.

I muft complain of the fhortnefs of your
laft. Thofe who have moft wit, like thofe

who have moft money, are generally moft fpa-
ring of either.
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