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From Mr. WycHERLEY,
Feb. 5, 1705-6,

Have receiv’d your kind Letter, with my

paper * to Mr. Dryden correCted. 1 own

you have made more of it by making it lefs, as

the Dutch are faid to burn half the fpices they

bring home, to inhance the price of the re-

i! mainder, {o to be greater gainers by their

| lofs, (which is indeed my cafe now.) You

have pum 'd my fading lawrels of fome fuper-

fluous, faplefs, and dead branches, to make

the remainder Im, the longer ; thus, like your

' mafter Apollo, you are at once a poct and a
phyfician,

Now, Sir, as to my impudent invitation of
you to the town, your good nature was the firft
caufe of my confident requeft ; but excufe me,

-. I muft (I fee) fay no more upon this {ubjedt,
i fince I find you a little too nice to be dealt free-
f ly with ; tho’ you have given me fome encou-
| f,n“n* to If;pc our friendthip might be
ithout fhynefs, or criminal modt.h} s for a

* The fame which was | Lintot’s, and in the Poft-
l:17:;:?:;-&1 in the Year 1717, humous Works of Mr.Wy-
in a Mifcellany of Bern. | cherly. P

friend,
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friend, like a miftrefs, tho’ he is not to be mer-
cenary, to be true, yet ought not to refufe a
friend’s kindnefs becaufe it is {fmall or trivial :
I have told you (I think) what a Spanith lady
faid to her poor poetical gallant, that a Queen
if {he had to do with a groom, would expect
a mark of his kindnefs from him, though it
were but his curry-comb. But you and I will
difpute this matter when I am fo happy as
to fee you here; and perhaps ’tis the only
difpute in which I might hope to have the bet-
ter of you.

Now, Sir, to make you another excufe for
my boldnefs in inviting you to town, Idefign’d
to leave with you fome more of my papers,
{fince thefe return fo much better out of your
hands than they went from mine) for I intend-
ed (as I told you formerly) to fpend a month,
or fix weeks this fummer, near you in the coun-
try. You may be aflured there is nothing I
defire fo much, as an improvement of your

friendthi p.
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