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26 LETTERS To aAnd

my beft to bruth you up like your neighbours®,
But I can no more pretend to the merit of the
production, than a midwife to the virtues and
good qualitics of the child the helps into the
light.

The few things I have entirely added, you
will excufe ; you may take them lawfully for
your own, becaufe they are nomore than fparks
lighted up by your fire: and you may omit
them at laft, if you think them but fquibs in
your triumphs,

I am, &c.

I B F TR
From Mr., Wycugrrzgy,

Nov. 11, 1707.

Receiv'd yours of the 9™ yefterday, which
has (like the reft of your letters) at once
pleas’d and inftructed me; {o that, T affure you,
you can no more write too much to your abfent
friends, than fpeak too much to the prefent.
This is a truth that all men own who have
either feen your writings, or heard your dif-

* Several of M. Pope’s | Wycherley’s Poems: parti-
lines, very ealy to be di- cularly in thofe on Seolituds,
ﬁinguil’hcd,may be foundin | on the Publicy, and on the
the Polthumous Editions of | Mived life,

courfe;
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courfe ; enough to make others fhow their judg-
ment, in ceafing to write or talk, efpecially to
you, or in your company. However, I {peak
or write to you, not to pleafe you, but myfelf ;
fince I provoke your anfwers; which whilit
they humble me, give me vanity; tho’ Iam
leflen’d by you even when you commend me :
fince you commend my little fenfe with fo
much more of yours, that you put me out of
countenance, whilft you would keep me in it.
So that you have found a way (againft the cu-
ftom of great wits) to fhew even a great deal of
good nature with a great deal of good fenfe.

I thank you for the book you premis’d me,
by which I find you would not only corre&t
my lines, but my life.

As to the damn’d verfes I entrufted you with,
I hope you will let them undergo your purga-
tory, to fave them from other people’s damn-
ing them : {ince the critics, who are generally
the firft damnld in this life, like the damn’d be-
low, never leave to bring thofe above them un-
der their own circumftances. I beg you to per-
ule my papers, and felect what you think beft
or moft tolerable, and look over them again ;
for I refolve fuddenly to print fome of them, as
a harden’d old gamefter will (in fpite of all
former ill uf'agt: by fortune) puﬁl on an ill
hand inexpeétation of recovering himfelf ; efpe-
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cially fince I have fuch a Croupier or Second to

ftand by me as Mr. Pope.
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OV. 20, 1707.

M R. Englefyld being upon his journey to

London, tells me I muft write to you
by him, which I do, not more to comply with
his defire, than to gratify my own ; tho’ I did
1t {o lately by the meflenger you fent hither -
I take it too as an opportunity of fending you
the fair copy of the poem * on Dulnefs, which
was not then finifh’d, and which I fhould not
care to hazard by the common poit. Mr. En-
glefyld is ignorant of the contents, and I hope
your prudence will let him remain fo, for my
fake no lefs than your own : fince if you fhould
reveal any thing of this nature, 1t would be
no wonder reports fhould be rais’d, and there
are thofe (I fear) who would be ready to im-
prove them to my difadvantage. I an forry
you told the great man, whom you met in
he court of requefls, that your papers were in
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