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cially fince I have fuch a Croupier or Second to

ftand by me as Mr. Pope.
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M R. Englefyld being upon his journey to

London, tells me I muft write to you
by him, which I do, not more to comply with
his defire, than to gratify my own ; tho’ I did
1t {o lately by the meflenger you fent hither -
I take it too as an opportunity of fending you
the fair copy of the poem * on Dulnefs, which
was not then finifh’d, and which I fhould not
care to hazard by the common poit. Mr. En-
glefyld is ignorant of the contents, and I hope
your prudence will let him remain fo, for my
fake no lefs than your own : fince if you fhould
reveal any thing of this nature, 1t would be
no wonder reports fhould be rais’d, and there
are thofe (I fear) who would be ready to im-
prove them to my difadvantage. I an forry
you told the great man, whom you met in
he court of requefls, that your papers were in

1\. nAe = TV SRS 7 { F =T ] = r ~Tr
mYy Nhands : no man alive fhall ever know any
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fich thing from me; and I give you this warn-
ing befides, that tho’ yourﬁzif {hould fay I had
any ways affifted you, I am notwithftanding
refolv’d to deny it.

The method of the copy I fend you is very
different from what it was, and much more re-
oular: for the better help of your memory, I
defire you to compare it by the figures in the
margin, an{wering to the fame in this letter.
The poem is now divided ‘into four parts,
mark’d with the literal figures 1. 2. 3.4. The
firft contains the Praife of Dulnefs, and thews
how upon feveral fuppofitions it pafles for
1. religion. 2. philofophy. 3. example. 2. wit.
and . the caufe of wit, and the end of it. The
fecond part contains the Advantages of Dul-
nefs; 1ft, 1n bufinefs; and 2dly, at Court;
where the fimilitudes of the Byafs of a bowl,
and the Weights of a clock, are directly tending
to the fubjeét, tho’ introduced before in a place
where there was no mention made of thofe ad-
vantages (which was your only objetion to
my adding them.) ‘The third contains the
Happinefs of Dulnefs in all ftations, and thews
in 2 great many particulars, that it is {o fortu-
nate as to be efteem’d fome good quality or

4
other in all forts of people; that it is thought
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juiet, fenfe, caution, policy, prudence, majefty,
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fourth part I have wholly added, as a chimax
which fams up all the praife, advantage, and
happmefs of Dulnefs in a few words, and
ftrengthens them by the oppofition of tH-:, dif-
grace, hinm-antngc, and unhappinefs of Wit,
with which it concludes b,

Tho’ the whole be as fhort again as at firft,
there is not one thought omitted, but what is a
repetition of fomething in your firft volume, or
in this very paper: fome thoughts are contract-
ed, where they feem’d encompafs’d with too
many words; and fome new exprefs’d, or add-
ed, where I thought there wanted he1ghtnmg,
(as you’ll fee particularly in the Simile of the
clock-weights<) and the verfification through-

® This is totally omitted in the prefent Edition: Some of
the lines are thefe:

¢¢ Thus Dulnefs, the fafe opiate of the mind,

¢t The laft kind refu uge weary w it can find;

¢ Fit for all ftatiens, and in each content,

“« Is fatisfy’d, llcu,e, and innocent;

¢ No pains it takes, and no oﬁencc it gives,

*¢ Unfear'd, unhated, undifturb’d it liv es, &Cf

¢ It was originally thus exprefs’d

‘¢ AsClocks run fafteft when moft lead is on.”

in.a Lettér of Mr. Pope to | in 1~ 712, three years before
Mr. W EChCi]L}, dated ;'511)1]1 Mr V\f'}r.,]wrlq died, and

3> 1705, and in a paper of | two after he had laid afide
verfes of his, To the Author | the whole defign of publith-
of a poem C.l].l‘d SL;L‘CCI'EO, mrr ;m} poems. .
whichgotoutin afxlilk:c'a];m}' ] hefe two fimiles of the
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rom Mr. WYCHERLEY. 31

out is, I believe, fuch as no body can be
thock’d at. 'The repeated permiffions you give
me of dealing freely with you, will (I hope)
excufe what I have done: for if I have not
fpar’d you when I thought feverity would do
you a kindnefs, I have not mangled you where
I thought there was no abfolute need of am-
putation. As to particulars, I can fatisfy you
better when we meet ; in the mean time pray

write to me when you can, you cannot too
often.
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From Mr, WYCHERLEY.,

Nov. 22, 1707.

OU may fee by my ftyle, I had the happi-
nefs and fatisfaltion to receive yefterday,

by the hands of Mr. Englefyld, your extreme
kind and obliging letter of the 20th of this
month; which, like all the reft of yours, did at
once mortify me, and make me vain; fince it
tells me with fo much more wit, fenfe, and

kindnefs than mine can exprefs, that my letters
Eiaﬁ of a Bowl, and the | have the hiftory of theix
Weights of a Clock were at birth, fortunes, and final

length put into the firft book | eftablifhment.
of the Danciad. And thus we

are
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