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rom Mr. WYCHERLEY. 31

out is, I believe, fuch as no body can be
thock’d at. 'The repeated permiffions you give
me of dealing freely with you, will (I hope)
excufe what I have done: for if I have not
fpar’d you when I thought feverity would do
you a kindnefs, I have not mangled you where
I thought there was no abfolute need of am-
putation. As to particulars, I can fatisfy you
better when we meet ; in the mean time pray

write to me when you can, you cannot too
often.
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From Mr, WYCHERLEY.,

Nov. 22, 1707.

OU may fee by my ftyle, I had the happi-
nefs and fatisfaltion to receive yefterday,

by the hands of Mr. Englefyld, your extreme
kind and obliging letter of the 20th of this
month; which, like all the reft of yours, did at
once mortify me, and make me vain; fince it
tells me with fo much more wit, fenfe, and

kindnefs than mine can exprefs, that my letters
Eiaﬁ of a Bowl, and the | have the hiftory of theix
Weights of a Clock were at birth, fortunes, and final

length put into the firft book | eftablifhment.
of the Danciad. And thus we

are
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are ‘always ‘welcome to you. - So thiat even
whilft your kindnefs invites me to write to you,
your wit and judgment forbid me; fince I may
return you a letter, but never an anfwer.
Now, as for my owning your afliftance to
me, 1 over-looking my unmufical number s,
and harfher ic-"I?'-*, and correcting them both
with your genius, or murrmm"-t I muft tell you
1 .11ﬁ1,a own it Lln l'htc O V(J.:L L.'..*ﬁ.*‘lc mo-
defty) who would do with-your friendthip as
your charity; conceal your bounty to magnify
the obligation ; and ‘even whilft you lay on your
friend the favour, acquit him of the debt: but
that fhall not 1c1‘ ve your turny I will 111'-.‘»'&}'5
own, ’tis my infall lible Poy pe has, or would re-
deem me from a poetical Lf1‘1?“"1:";3;3 the fecond
time; and fave my rhimes from being con-
dc_mn d to the critics flames to all e eternity ; but
(by the faith you profefs) you know your works
of fupererogation, transfer’d upon an humble,
acknowledging finner, may fave even him-
having fruod works enngL nf your own be-
fides, to enfure yours, and their immortality.
And now for the pains you have taken to
recommend my Dulnefs, by making it more
methodical, I give you a thoufand 'EFIEM“{.;,
fince true anc mtmal dulnefs is thown more b ¥
its pretence to form and method, as the {pright-

linefs
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linefs * of wit by its defpifing both. I thank
you a thoufand times for your repeated invita-
tions to come to Binfield : You will find, it will
be as hard for you to get quit of my mercena-
ry kindnefs to you, as it would for me to de-
{erve, or return to yours; however it fhall be
the endeavour of my future life, as it will be
to demonitrate myfelf
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Your, &c.

LETIT ER XV

Nov. 29, 1707.

TH E compliments you make me, in regard

of any inconfiderable fervice T could do
you, are very unkind, and do but tell me in
other words, that my friend has fo mean an
opinion of me, as to think I expeét acknow-
ledgments for trifles: which upen my faith I
fhall equally take amifs, whether made to my-
felf, or toany other, For God’s fake (my dear
friend) think better of me, and believe I defire
no fort of favour fo much, as that of ferving

* By Jprightlinefs he muft | defpife wwords, or any other
mean, extravagance of qwit. | vehicle it ufes, to make itfelf
For fober wit would nomore | feen to advantage.
defpife methed than it would 5.

D you
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