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rroMm Mr. WYCHERLEY.

linefs * of wit by its defpifing both. I thank
you a thoufand times for your repeated invita-
tions to come to Binfield : You will find, it will
be as hard for you to get quit of my mercena-
ry kindnefs to you, as it would for me to de-
{erve, or return to yours; however it fhall be
the endeavour of my future life, as it will be
to demonitrate myfelf
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Your, &c.

LETIT ER XV

Nov. 29, 1707.

TH E compliments you make me, in regard

of any inconfiderable fervice T could do
you, are very unkind, and do but tell me in
other words, that my friend has fo mean an
opinion of me, as to think I expeét acknow-
ledgments for trifles: which upen my faith I
fhall equally take amifs, whether made to my-
felf, or toany other, For God’s fake (my dear
friend) think better of me, and believe I defire
no fort of favour fo much, as that of ferving

* By Jprightlinefs he muft | defpife wwords, or any other
mean, extravagance of qwit. | vehicle it ufes, to make itfelf
For fober wit would nomore | feen to advantage.
defpife methed than it would 5.
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you more confiderably than I have been yet
able to do

I fhall proceed in this manner with fome
others of your pieces; but fince you defire I
would not deface your copy for the future, and
omj,r mark the repetitions; I muft, as foon as
I’ve mark’d thefe, tranfcribe what is Icf'r on an-
othex paper; and in that, blot, alter, and add all
I can devife, for their inprovement. For you
are {enfible, the omiflion of Repetitions is but
one, and the eafieft part, of yours and my de-
fion; there remaining befides to rectify the
MHIWO to connect tha. Matter, and to mend
the F“ndnm and Verfification. I will go
next upon the poems of Solitude, on the Public,
and on the mixt Life; the bill of Fare; the
praiﬂ:s of Avarice, and fome others.

I muft take notice of what you fay, GF
my pains to make your dulnefs Lrhodu:,al
and of your hint, * that the {prightlinefs Of
¢ wit defpifes method.”” This is true enough,
if by wit you mean no more than fancy or
conceit ; but in the better notion of w it, con-
fider’d as propuety, furely method is not only
mc-.liary for peripicuity and ha rmony of parts,
but gives beauty even to the minute and par-
ticular thoughts, which receive an additional
advantage from thofe which 1 precede or follow
in their due place, You remember a fimile
: Mr,
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Mr. Dryden us’d in converfation, of feathers in
the crowns of the wild Indians, which they not
only chufe for the beauty of their colours, but
place them in fuch a manner as to reflect a lu-
ftre on each other. I will not difguife any of
my {entiments from you: to methodize in your
cafe, is full as neceffary as to ftrike out; other-
wife you had better deftroy the whole frame,
and reduce them into fingle thoughts in profe,
like Rochefoucault, as I have more than once
hinted to you.
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From Mr. WycHERLEY,

Feb. 28, 170%-8.

Have had yours of the 23d of this inftant,
for which I give you many thanks, fince I
find by it, thateven abfence (the ufual bane of
love, or friendfhip) cannot leflen yours, no
more than mine. As to your hearing of my
being ill, I am glad, and forry for the report:
in the firft place, glad that it was not true ; and
in the next, forry thatit fhou’d give you any
difturbance, or concern more than ordinary for
me ; for which, as well as your concern for my
future well-being or life, I #hink myfelf moft
kg cternally
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