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Mr. Dryden us’d in converfation, of feathers in
the crowns of the wild Indians, which they not
only chufe for the beauty of their colours, but
place them in fuch a manner as to reflect a lu-
ftre on each other. I will not difguife any of
my {entiments from you: to methodize in your
cafe, is full as neceffary as to ftrike out; other-
wife you had better deftroy the whole frame,
and reduce them into fingle thoughts in profe,
like Rochefoucault, as I have more than once
hinted to you.

L EEsR-Re N

From Mr. WycHERLEY,

Feb. 28, 170%-8.

Have had yours of the 23d of this inftant,
for which I give you many thanks, fince I
find by it, thateven abfence (the ufual bane of
love, or friendfhip) cannot leflen yours, no
more than mine. As to your hearing of my
being ill, I am glad, and forry for the report:
in the firft place, glad that it was not true ; and
in the next, forry thatit fhou’d give you any
difturbance, or concern more than ordinary for
me ; for which, as well as your concern for my
future well-being or life, I #hink myfelf moft
kg cternally
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eternally oblig’d to you; afluring, your con-
cern for either will make me more careful of
both. -Yet for your fake I love this life fo well,
that I thall the lefs think of the other; but tis
In your power to enfure my happinefs in one
and the other, both by your fociety, and good
example, fo not only contribute to my felicity
here, but hereafter,

Now as to your excufe for the plainnefs of
your ftyle, I muft needs tell you, that friendfhip
1s much more acceptable to a true friend than
wit, which is generally falfe reafoning ; and a
friend’s reprimand often fhews more friendfhip
than his compliment: nay love, which is more
than friendthip, is often feen by our friend’s
correction of our follies or crimes. Upon this
teft of your friendfhip I intend to put you when
I return to London, and thence to you at Bin-
field, which, I hope, will be within a2 month.

Next to the news of your good health, T am
pleas’d with the good news of your going to
print fome of your Poems, and proud to be
known by them to the pablic for your friend;
who intend (perhaps the fame way) to be re-
venged of you for your kindnefs; by taking
your name in vain in fome of my future ma-
drigals: yet fo as to let the world know, my
love or efteem for you are no mere poetic than
my talent in feribling.  But of all the arts of
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fiction, I defire you to believe 1 want that of
feigning friendthip, and that I am f{incerely

Your, &c.

AT E R XVIE
From Mr, WYCHERLEY,

May 13, 1708.

Have receiv’d yours of the firft of May.

Your Paftoral mufe outfhines in her modeft
and natural drefs all Apollo’s court-ladies, in
their more artfal, labour’d, and coftly finery,
Therefore I am glad to find by your letter you
defign your country-beauty of a mufe fhall ap-
pear at court and in public: to out-thine all the
farded, lewd, confident, affeCted Town-dow-
dies, who aim at being honour’d only to their
thame: but her artful innocence (on the con-
trary) will gain more honour as fhe becomes
public; and, in fpite of cuftom, will bring mo-
defty again into fafhion, or at leaft make her
fifter-rivals of this age blufh for fpite, if not
for thame. As for my ftale, antiquated, poeti-
cal pufs, whom you would keep in counte-
nance by faying fhe has once been tolerable,
and wou'd yet pafs mufter by a little licking
over; it is true that (like moft vain antiquated
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