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fiction, I defire you to believe 1 want that of
feigning friendthip, and that I am f{incerely

Your, &c.

AT E R XVIE
From Mr, WYCHERLEY,

May 13, 1708.

Have receiv’d yours of the firft of May.

Your Paftoral mufe outfhines in her modeft
and natural drefs all Apollo’s court-ladies, in
their more artfal, labour’d, and coftly finery,
Therefore I am glad to find by your letter you
defign your country-beauty of a mufe fhall ap-
pear at court and in public: to out-thine all the
farded, lewd, confident, affeCted Town-dow-
dies, who aim at being honour’d only to their
thame: but her artful innocence (on the con-
trary) will gain more honour as fhe becomes
public; and, in fpite of cuftom, will bring mo-
defty again into fafhion, or at leaft make her
fifter-rivals of this age blufh for fpite, if not
for thame. As for my ftale, antiquated, poeti-
cal pufs, whom you would keep in counte-
nance by faying fhe has once been tolerable,
and wou'd yet pafs mufter by a little licking
over; it is true that (like moft vain antiquated
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j-w_. s which have once been paffable) fhe yet
fects youthfulnefs in her age, and wou’d fill
gain a few admirers (who the more the feeks
or labours for their ]:1«.!: 1, are but more her
contemners.) Neverthe ﬂ](_ i1s refolv’d hence-
forth to ln o cautious as to appear very little
miore in the world, except it be as an .-‘Ltitlm-
ant on your Mufe, or as a foil, not a rival to
her wit, or fame: o that let your Country-
gentlewoman appear when fhe will in the
world *, my old worn-out jade of a loft repu-
tation fhall be her attendant into it, to procure
her admirers; as an old whore, w ho can get no
more friends of her own, hn\mls for othc,rs to
make {p rwt or "l'..\zi'ue yet, one way or other,
for mankind. I approve of your making Ton-
fon your mufe’s 'J]a| dutor into the 'u(J!ld or
mafter of the ceremonies, who has | been {o long
a pimp, or gentleman-uther to the Mufes.

* This, and what £ follows, | veries, and the fecond Copy

15 a full Confutation of John | with eo srreCtions, are both
Dennis and others, who af- I yet extant in ,".II. Vycher-
ferted that Mr. Pol'.-c wirote [ ];;1,':'suw]1 hand : In another
hef: | of his letters of May 18,
|

S S i
theic verfes on himfelf (tho’
lifh’d by Mr. Wycherle Y | 1708, are thefe wmds « ]

:'..-q _‘-' ears before his c*t'nh) | * have made a damn’d
A i 5 | ««.C i I

W 1d tn . it Wis 4 vo- F ““ Comgpliment in verfe up=
Fl-.'_.:;s."_'.' Act -';" his, promiis'd | < on the printing your iel*

i f i ] - i
beiore-hand, and written
PR

while Mr. Pope was abfent. |
The firlt Brouillon of thofe |

“* ftorals, which you fhall
¢ fee when you fee me.”’ P.
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I with you good fortune; fince a man with
4 Ly I
ftore of wit, as ftore of money, without the
help of Eludd fortune, will never be popular ;
but I with you a great many admirers, which
will be fome credit to my judgment as well as
vour wit, who always thought you had a great
deal; and am
Your, &c.

L E-T-T Bk XVIEL
From Mr. WYCHERLEY.

May 17, 1709.

I Muft thank you for a book of your Mifcel-
lanies, which Tonfon {ent me, I{uppofe by
your order; and all I can tell you of it is, that
nothing hAa lately been better receiv’d by the
public, than your part of it. You have only
difpleas’d the critics by pleafing them too well;
having not left them a word to fay for them-
felves, againft you and your performances; fo
that, now your hand is in, you muft perfevere,
'till my prophecies of you be fulfill’d. In
earneft, all the beft judges of good fenfe or poe-
try, are admirers of yours; and like your part
of - the book fo'well, that the reft is lik’d the
worfe,  This is true upon my word, without
D 4 compli-
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