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I with you good fortune; fince a man with
4 Ly I
ftore of wit, as ftore of money, without the
help of Eludd fortune, will never be popular ;
but I with you a great many admirers, which
will be fome credit to my judgment as well as
vour wit, who always thought you had a great
deal; and am
Your, &c.

L E-T-T Bk XVIEL
From Mr. WYCHERLEY.

May 17, 1709.

I Muft thank you for a book of your Mifcel-
lanies, which Tonfon {ent me, I{uppofe by
your order; and all I can tell you of it is, that
nothing hAa lately been better receiv’d by the
public, than your part of it. You have only
difpleas’d the critics by pleafing them too well;
having not left them a word to fay for them-
felves, againft you and your performances; fo
that, now your hand is in, you muft perfevere,
'till my prophecies of you be fulfill’d. In
earneft, all the beft judges of good fenfe or poe-
try, are admirers of yours; and like your part
of - the book fo'well, that the reft is lik’d the
worfe,  This is true upon my word, without
D 4 compli-
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compliment; {o that your firft fuccels will
make you for all your life a poet, in fpite of
your wit; for a poet’s fuccefs at firlt, like a
gamefter's fortune at firft, is like to make him
a lofer at laft, and to be undone by his good
fortune and merit,

But hitherto your mifcellanies have fafely
run the gantlet, through all the coffee-houfes;
vhich are now entertain’d with a whimfical
new news-paper, call’d the TATLER, which I
fuppofe you have feen. This is the neweft
thing I can tell you of, except it be of the
Peace, ‘which now (moft people fay) is draw-
ing to fuch a conclufion, ag all Europe is, or

9.1

muft be fatisfy’d with; fo Poverty, you fee,
which makes peace in Weftminfter - hall,
maikes it likewife in the camp or field, through-
out the world. Peace then be to you, and to
me, who am now grown peaceful, and will
have no conteft with any man, bat him who
fays he is more your friend or humble fervant,
than

Your, &c,

LETTER
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