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LET T ER -XIX,

May 20, 1700.

Eﬁm glad you receiv’d the * Mifcellany, if

it were only to fhow you that there are as
bad poets in this nation as your fervant. . This
modern cuftom of appearing in mifcellanies, is
very ufeful to the poets, who, like other thieves,
efcape by getting into a crowd, and herd toge-
ther like Banditti, fafe only in their multitude.
Methinks Strada has given a good defcription
of thefe kind of colle@ions; Nullus hodie mor-
talium aut nafcitur, aut moritur, aut preliatur,
aut ruflicatur, aut abit peregre, aut redst, aut
nubit, aut eff, aut non ef, (nam etiam mortuis
ifli canunt)-cui mon illi extemplo cudant Epice-
dia, Genethliaca, Protreptica, Panegyrica, Epi-
thalamia, Vaticinia, Propemptica, Soterica, Pa-
ranctica, Nenwas, Nugas, As to the fuccefs
which, you fay, my part has met with, it is to
be attributed to what you was pleas’d to fay of
me to the world; which you do well to call
your prophecy, fince whatever is faid in my
favour, muft be a prediGtion of things that are
not yet; you, likea true Godfather, engage on
my part for much more than ever I can per-

2 Jacob Tonion’s fixth Vol. of I\‘Iiﬁ:cl[any Poems. o

form,
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form, My paftoral Mufe, like other count s
girls, is but put out of countenance, by wl hat
you courtiers fay to her; yet I hope you would
not deceive me too i"-.lrj as knowing that a
young {cribler’s vanity needs no recruits from
abroad: for nature, like an indu ilgent mother,
kindly takes care to fupply her fons with
as !T'lJLh of their own, as is necefiary for
their fatisfa@ion, If my verfes thould meet
with a few flying commendations s, Virgil h
taught me, that a young author has not too
mmh reafon to be pleas’d with them, when he

onfiders that the natural confequence of praife
is'envy and c alumny,
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When once a man has appear’d as a poet, he
may give up his pretenfions to all the rich and
thrb ing arts: thofe who have once made their
court tJ thofe miftrefles without portions, the
Mufes, are never like to fet up for fortunes, But
for my p”t"*, I fhall be fati isfy’d if I can lofe my
time a *[LL‘ "" this v way, without I()rﬂ“‘ my re-
putation: as for gaining any, Iam as mdjﬁu-—
ent n the matter as F axﬂﬂhc was, and may
{ay of fame as he did of honour, * If it con nes,

“ 1t comes unlook’d for; and there’ S an md
* on’t.” T can be content with a bare faving

game,
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gﬁme without being thought an eminent hand,
(with which title Jacob has gracioufly digni-
fy’d his “..wentu.rus and voluntiers in poetry.)
Jacob creates poets, as Kings fometimes do
knights, not for their honour, but for their mo-
ney.  Certainly he ought to be efteem’d a
worker of miracies, who s grown rich by
poetry.

What Authors lofe, their Bookfellers bave won,

So Pimps grow rich, while Gallants are undone.

I am your, &¢.
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From Mr. WYCHERLEY.

May 26, 1709.

71‘*HE laft T receiv’d from you was dated
the 22d of May. I take your charitable

hint to me very kindly, wherein you do like a
true friend, and a true chriftian, and I fhall en-
deavour to follow your advice, as well as your
example~—As for your withing to fee your
friend an Hermit with you, I cannot be faid to
leave the world, fince I fhall enjoy. in your con-
verfation all t]l’lt I can defire of it; nay, can
learn’ more from you alone, than from my
long
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