UNIVERSITATS-
BIBLIOTHEK
PADERBORN

®

The Works Of Alexander Pope Esq.

In Nine Volumes Complete. With His Last Corrections, Additions, And
Improvements; As they were delivered to the Editor a little before his
Death

Containing The First of his Letters

Pope, Alexander

London, 1751

XXIl. From Mr. Wycherley. His desire of his company; and request to
proceed in correcting his papers.

Nutzungsbedingungen

urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-56122

Visual \\Llibrary


https://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-56122

o "‘_"T,]ﬁ.,._.v
4{) L i - T S iy O AND

nius,

muit confefs, he muft be ro ordinary ge
or little friend, who can find out any thing to
commend in me ferioufly ; who have oiven
- s =g :
no fign of my judgment but my opinion of
yours, nor mark of my wit, but my leaving off
- - F L=
writing to the public now you are beginning

to thew the world what you can do by yours :

whofe wit is as Ipiritual as your judgment in-=
fallible : in whote judgment I have an implicit
faith, and fhall always fubfcribe to it to fave
my works, in this world, from the flames and
damnation.—Pray, prefent my moft humble
fervice to Sir William Trumbull ; for whom
and u-’h(;fbjudgm::ﬂt I have fo profound a re-
Ipect, that his example had almoft made me
marry, more than my Nephew’s ill carriage
tome ; having once refolv’d to have revenged
myfelf upon him by my marriage, but now
am refolv’d to make my revenge greater upon
him by His marriage,

LEERTSE R XXII.
From Mr. Wycurpt E Y.
April 1, 17710.
E Have had yours of the 30th of the laft month,
which is kinder than I defire it thould be,
fince it tells me you cou’d be better pleas’d to
be
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be fick again in Town in my company, than
to be well in the Country without it ; and that
you are more impatient to be depriv’d of hap-
pinefs than of health. Yet, my dear friend,
fet raillery or compliment afide, I can bear
your abfence (which procures your health and
eafe) better than I can your company when
you are in pain : for I cannot {ee you fo with-
out being fo too. Your love to the Country
I do not doubt, nor do'you (I hope) my love
to it or you, fince there I canenjoy your com-
pany without feeing you in pain to give me fa~
tisfattion and pleafure ; there I can have you
without rivals or difturbers;  without the
too civil, or the too rude: without the noife
of the loud, or the cenfure of the filent: and
wou’d rather have you abufe me there with the
truth, than at this diftance with your compli-
ment : fince now, your bufinefs of a friend,
and kindnefs to a friend, is by finding fault
with his faults, and mending them by your obli-
ging feverity., I hope (in point of your good-
nature) you will have no cruel charity for thofe
papers of mine, you are fo willing to be trou-
bled with ; which I take moft infinitely kind
of you, and fhall acknowledge with gratitude,
as long as I live. No friend can do more for
his friend than preferving his reputation (nay,
not by preferving his life) fince by preferving

his
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his life he can only make him live about three.
fcore or fourfcore years; but by preferving his
reputation, he can make him live as long as
the world lafts ; fo fave him from damning,
when he is gone to the devil. Therefore, I pray,
condemn me in private, as the Thieves do their
accomplices in Newgate, to fave them from
condemnation by the public. ~ Be moft kindly
unmerciful to my poetical faults, and do with
Iy papers, as you. country-gentlemen do with
your trees, {lath, cut, and lop off the excref-
cencies and dead parts of my wither’d bays,
that the little remainder may live the longer,
and increafe the value of them by diminifhing
the number, ‘I have troubled you with my
papers rather to give you pain than pleafure,
notwithftanding your compliment, which {ays
you take the trouble kindly : fuch is your ge-
nerofity to your friends, that you take it kind-
ly to be defired by them to do them a kind-
nefs; and you think it done to you, when they
give you an opportynity to do it them. Where-
fore you may be fure to be troubled with my
letters out of intereft, if not kindnefs ; fince
mine to you will procure yours to me : fo that
I write to you more for my own fake than
yours ; lefs to make you think T write well,
than to learn from you to write better. Thus
you fee intereft in my kindnefs, which is like

I the
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the friendthip of the world, rather to make a
friend than be a friend ; but I am yours, asa
true Plain-dealer.

BT TVE R XX
From Mr. WYCHERLEY.

April 11, 1710,

E F I can do part of my bufinefs at Shrew{-

bury in a fortnight’s time (which I propofe
todo) I will be foon after with you, and trou-
ble you with my company, for the remainder
of the fummer: in the mean time I beg you
to give yourfelf the pains of altering, or leaving
out what you think fuperfluous in my papers,
that I may endeavour to print fuch a number
of them as you and I fhall think fit, about Mi-
chaclmas next. In order to which (my dear
friend) I beg you to be fo kind to me, as to
be fevere to them ; that the critics may be lefs
fo; for I had rather be condemn’d by my
friend in private, than expos’d to my foes in
public, the critics, or common judges, who
are made fuch by having been old offenders
themfelves. Pray, believe I have as much faith
in your friendfhip and fincerity, as I have de-
ference to your judgment ; and as the beft mark
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