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rroM Mr. WYCHERLEY. 49

the friendthip of the world, rather to make a
friend than be a friend ; but I am yours, asa
true Plain-dealer.

BT TVE R XX
From Mr. WYCHERLEY.

April 11, 1710,

E F I can do part of my bufinefs at Shrew{-

bury in a fortnight’s time (which I propofe
todo) I will be foon after with you, and trou-
ble you with my company, for the remainder
of the fummer: in the mean time I beg you
to give yourfelf the pains of altering, or leaving
out what you think fuperfluous in my papers,
that I may endeavour to print fuch a number
of them as you and I fhall think fit, about Mi-
chaclmas next. In order to which (my dear
friend) I beg you to be fo kind to me, as to
be fevere to them ; that the critics may be lefs
fo; for I had rather be condemn’d by my
friend in private, than expos’d to my foes in
public, the critics, or common judges, who
are made fuch by having been old offenders
themfelves. Pray, believe I have as much faith
in your friendfhip and fincerity, as I have de-
ference to your judgment ; and as the beft mark
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of a friend is telling his friend his faults in pri-
vate, {5 the next is concealing them from the
public, ’till they are fit to appear. In the mean
time I am not a little fenfible of the great kind-
nefs you do me, in the trouble you take for me,
In putting my Rhimes in tune, fince good founds
fet off often ill fenfe, as the Italian {fongs, whofe
good airs,with the worft words or meaning, make
the beft mufic; fo by your tuning my Welfh
harp, my rough fenfc may be the lefs offenfive
to the nicer ears of thofe critics, who deal
more in found than fenfe, Pray then take pity
at once both of my readers and me, in fhort-
ning my barren abundance, and increafing their
patience by it, as well as the obligations T have
to you: And fince no madrigaller can enter-
tain the head, unlefs he pleafes the ear ; and
fince the crowded Opera’s have left the beft
Comedies with the leaft audiences, *tis a fign
found can prevail over fenfe ; therefore {often
my words, and ftrengthen my f{enfe, and

Eris mib; magnis Apollo
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