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rroy: Mzr. WYCHERLEY. &1

D o ik e D e 5.4 AT

April 15, 1710,
Receiv’d your moft extreme kind letter but
juft now. It found me over thofe papers
you mention, which have been my employ-
ment ever fince Eafter-monday : 1 hf)pt before
Michaelmas to have difc! 11_115 d my tafk ; which,
upon the word of a friend, is the mioft p caﬁng
one I cou’d be put upon. Since _n)u are {o near
golng into Shropi'h?rc (\mmu r 1 (hall not care

to write of this matter for fear of the mifcar-
riage of any letters) I muft defire your leave to
aive you a plain and fincere account of what
I haye found from a more ferious application to
them. Upon comparifon: with the former
volume, I find much more repeated than I till
now imagin’d, as well as in the prefent vo-
lame, which, 1if (as you told me laft) you
would have me dath over with a line, will de=
face the whole copy extremely, and to a des<
gree that (I fear) may ';jfp‘iuaib you. I have
every where mark’d in the margins the page
and line, both in this and the other-part. But
i you order me not to crofsthe lines, or would
any way elfe hmit my commiffion, you will
oblige me by doing it in your next letter ; for I
am at once equally fearful of fparing you, and
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of offending you by too impudent a correction.
Hitherto however I have crofs’d em {o as to be
legible, becaufe you bade me, When I think
ail the repetitions are ftruck out in a C(}pv I
fometimes find more upondipping in the firft vo
lume, and the number encreafes fo much, that,
I believe, more fhortning will be requifite than
you may be willing to bear with, unlefs you
are in good earncft refolv’d to have no thought
repeated. Pray, forgive this freedom, which
as I muft be fincere in this cafe fo I could not
but mkc and let me know if T am to go on at
this rate, or if you would prefcribe any other
:nt-iha-ﬁ,

[ am very gla d you continue your refolution
of feeing me inmy Hermi L.;_-:*i'1= fummer ; the
fooner you return, t],L fooner I tha ‘m px,
which i1 decd my want of any c ompany thatis
entert ilIlL‘ or efteemn: able, together with fre-
quent infirmities and pdl“ﬁ inm.c-l ‘-“{-: from

being in your abfence. *Tis (Iam fure) a real
truth, that my 1'5 knefs cannot make me quite
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weary of myfelf when I have you with no
I thall want no company but yours, '\.‘-.-'hf:ll you

e ]lt'l'{.'

You fee how freely and with how little care
I talk rather than write to you : this is one of
the many advantages of friendf {hip, that one can
fay to one’s triend the thi ings that {tand in need
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of pardon, and at the fame time be fure of it.
Indeed 1 do not know whether or no the let-
ters of friends are the worfe for being fit for
none elfe to read. *Tis an argument of the truft
repofed in a friend’s good nature, when one
writes {uch things to him as require a good por-
tion of it. I have experienced yours fo often
and fo 1011'%-1 that I can now no more doubt of
the greatnefs of it, than I hope you do of the
greatnefs of my affection, or of the fincerity
with which I am, &c.

LE T T ER XXV,
From Mr, WY cHERLEY.
April 27, 1710.
O U give me an account in your letter of
the trouble you have undergone for me,
In comparing my papers you took down mth
you, with the old printed volume, and with
one another, of that bundle you have in your
hands ; amongft which (you iay) you find nu-
merous Repetitions of the fame rT~o-gg.;ta and
fubjedts ; all which, I muft confefs, my want of
memory has prevented me from imagining, as
well as made me capable of commiitti: 1+ fince,
of all figures, that of Ta wtology ist elaftT wonld

-3 ufe,
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