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rromM Mr. WYCHERLEY. 53

of pardon, and at the fame time be fure of it.
Indeed 1 do not know whether or no the let-
ters of friends are the worfe for being fit for
none elfe to read. *Tis an argument of the truft
repofed in a friend’s good nature, when one
writes {uch things to him as require a good por-
tion of it. I have experienced yours fo often
and fo 1011'%-1 that I can now no more doubt of
the greatnefs of it, than I hope you do of the
greatnefs of my affection, or of the fincerity
with which I am, &c.

LE T T ER XXV,
From Mr, WY cHERLEY.
April 27, 1710.
O U give me an account in your letter of
the trouble you have undergone for me,
In comparing my papers you took down mth
you, with the old printed volume, and with
one another, of that bundle you have in your
hands ; amongft which (you iay) you find nu-
merous Repetitions of the fame rT~o-gg.;ta and
fubjedts ; all which, I muft confefs, my want of
memory has prevented me from imagining, as
well as made me capable of commiitti: 1+ fince,
of all figures, that of Ta wtology ist elaftT wonld
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ufe, or leaft forgive mylelf for. But fecing i3
believing ; wherefore 1 will take fome pains to
examine and compare thofe papers in your
hands with one another, as well as with the
former printed copies, or books of my damn’d
E\'Tifbf'.iﬂm« s; all which (as bad a IMEmOory *as
I have) with a little more pains and care I
think I can remedy. Therefore I would not
have you give yourfelf more trouble about
them, which may prc vent the pleafure you
have, and rmv give the world in WrIting upon
new {ubjects of your own, whereby you qu
much better entertain yourfelf and nt}ms Now
as to your remarks ll;mn the whole volume of
my papers ; all that I n’ch[‘” of you is to mark
in the m"r-'z'i'n (without def: cing the copy at
all) eithe ﬂﬁy ur_v_:ltlf_ul of words, matter, or
fenfe, or any thoughts, or words too much re-
peated; w hich if you will be o kind as to do
for me, you will i]ﬁrr]v my want of Memory
with your good one, de my deficiencies of
fenfe, with the infallibilit y of yours; which if
you do, you will moft infinite ]1* oblige me, who
almoft re pent the trouble T have given you,
fi‘(L fo much. Now as to what you call free-
dom with me, (which you defire me to forgive)
you may. be ”“*1 'd 1 would not forgive you
unlefs you did vfe it: for I am f» f;u' from
th.i,-'.ui-;ir:f___; your "Tilnﬁf‘ an offence to me, that
1 tillﬂlx
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I think it a charity and an obligation ; which I
thall always acknowledge, with all {ort of gra-
titude to you for it; who am, &c.

All the news I have to fend you, is, that
poor Mr. Betterton is going to make his Exit
from the ftage of this world, the Gout being
gotten up into his head, and (as the Phyficians
fay) will certainly carry him oft {uddenly.
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LETTER, XXVI
May 2, 1710

Am forry you perfift to take ill my not ac-
cepting your invitation, and to find (if'I
miftake not) your exception not unmix’d with
fome fufpicion. Be certain T fhall moft care-
fully obferve your requeft, not to crofs over,
or deface the copy of your papers for the fu-
ture, and only to mark in the margin the Re-
petitions.  But as this can ferve no further than
to get rid of thole repetitions, and no way rec-
tify the Method, nor conne the Matter, nor
improve the Poetry in expreffion: or numbers,
without further blotting, adding, and alter-
ing ; foit really is my opinion and defire, that
youa fhould take your papers out of my hands
into'your own, and that no alterations may be
made but when both us are prefent; whenyou
may be fatisfied with, every blot, as well as
E 4 every
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