UNIVERSITATS-
BIBLIOTHEK
PADERBORN

The Works Of Alexander Pope Esq.

In Nine Volumes Complete. With His Last Corrections, Additions, And
Improvements; As they were delivered to the Editor a little before his
Death

Containing The First of his Letters

Pope, Alexander

London, 1751

XXVI. The last advice about his papers, to turn them into select Maxims
and Reflections, which Mr. Wycherley agreed to and begun before his
death.

Nutzungsbedingungen

urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-56122

Visual \\Llibrary


https://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-56122

rroM MR- WYCHERLEY.

I think it a charity and an obligation ; which I
thall always acknowledge, with all {ort of gra-
titude to you for it; who am, &c.

All the news I have to fend you, is, that
poor Mr. Betterton is going to make his Exit
from the ftage of this world, the Gout being
gotten up into his head, and (as the Phyficians
fay) will certainly carry him oft {uddenly.
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LETTER, XXVI
May 2, 1710

Am forry you perfift to take ill my not ac-
cepting your invitation, and to find (if'I
miftake not) your exception not unmix’d with
fome fufpicion. Be certain T fhall moft care-
fully obferve your requeft, not to crofs over,
or deface the copy of your papers for the fu-
ture, and only to mark in the margin the Re-
petitions.  But as this can ferve no further than
to get rid of thole repetitions, and no way rec-
tify the Method, nor conne the Matter, nor
improve the Poetry in expreffion: or numbers,
without further blotting, adding, and alter-
ing ; foit really is my opinion and defire, that
youa fhould take your papers out of my hands
into'your own, and that no alterations may be
made but when both us are prefent; whenyou
may be fatisfied with, every blot, as well as
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every addition, and nothing be put upon the
papers but what you fhall give your own fanc-
tion and affent to, at the fame time.

Do not be {o unjuft, as to imagine from
hence that T would decline any part of this
talk ; on the contrary you know, I have been
at the pains of tranfcribing fome pieces, at once
to comply with your defire of not de acing the
copy, and yet to lofe no time in proceeding
upon the corre@ion. I will go on the fame
way, if you pleafe ; tho’ truly it is (as I have
often told you) my fincere opinion, that the
greater part would make a much better figare
as Single Maxims and RefleGions in profe, af-
ter the manner of your favourite Rochefou-
cault, than in verfe®: And this, when no-
tlling more 1s done but marking the repeti-
tions in the margin, will be an eafy tafk to
proceed upon, notwithftanding the bad Me-
mory you complain of, I am unfeignedly,
dear Sir, Your, &c.

A.Port:,

* Mr. Wycherley lived | ccevrmr of thefe Maxims
five years after, to Decem-~ | in Profe were found among
ber, 1715, but little pro- | his papers; which having the
grefs was made in this de- | misfortune to fall into the
fign, thro’ his Ol4 age, and | hands of 2 Mercenary, were

the increafe of his infirmi- publifhed in 1728 ‘n oc-
ties. However, fome of the tavo, under the Title of
Verfes, whi had been | The Pofthumous Works of

er,
ch
dgouch’d by Mr. P. with WilliamW ycherley, Efg. P.
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