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6o LETTERSTDAND

poems; and the Spaniards are all too full of
conceits.  Rapin will have the defign of pafto-
ral plays to be taken from the Cyclops of Eu-
ripides. I am fure there is nothing of this kind
in Englith worth mentioning, and therefore you
have that field open to yourfelf. - You fee I
write to you without any fort of conftraint or
method, as things come into my head, and
therefore ufe the fame freedom with me, who
am, &c.

: BE O Bty 18] el 3 11T,
To Mr. WaLsu.

Windfor-Foreft, July 2, 1706.

Cannot omit the firft opportunity of making
you my acknowledgments for reviewing
thofe papers of mine. You have no lefs right
to correct me, than the fame hand that rais’d a
tree has to prune it. I am convinced as well
as you, that one may corre& too much; for in
poetry, as in painting, a man may lay colours
one upon another, till they ftiffen and deaden
the picce. Befides, to beftow heightening on
every part, is monftrous: fome parts ought to
be lower than the reft; and nothing looks
more ridiculous than a work, where the
thoughts,




—

L =

rrom W. WALSH, Esq. 01

thoughts, however different in their own na-
ture, feem all on a level: ’tis like a meadow
newly mown, where weeds, grafs, and flowers,
are all laid even, and appear undiftinguifh’d. I
believe too that fometimes our firft thoughts are
the beft, ‘as the firft {queezing of the grapes
makes the fineft and richeft wine.

I have not attempted any thing of a Paftoral
comedy, becaufe, Ithink, the tafte of our age
will not relith a poem of that fort. People
feck for what they call wit, on all {fubjects, and
in all places; not confidering that nature loves
truth fo well, that it hardly ever admits of
flourithing: Conceit is to nature what paint is
to beauty; it is not only needlefs, but impairs
what it would improve. There Is a certain
majefty in fimplicity which is far above all the
quaintnefs of wit: infomuch that the critics
have excluded wit from the loftieft poetry, as
well as the loweft, and forbid it to the Epic no
lefs than the Paftoral. I fhou’d certainly dif=
pleafe all thofe who are charm’d with Guarini
and Bonarelli, and imitate Taflo not only in the
fimplicity of his Thoughts, but in that of the
Fable too.” If furprizing difcoveries fhould
have place in the ftory of a paftoral comedy, 1
believe it would be more agreeable to. probabi-
lity to make them the effeéts of chance than of
defign’; intrigue not being very confiftent with
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kich ought to conftitute a
hepherd’s charader. ''There is m;thing in all
the Aminta (as I remetnber) but happens by

there accident; unlefs it be the meeting of

that innocence, w
i
E

Aminta with Sylvia at the fountain, which is
the contrivance of Daphne; and even that is
the moft fimple in the world: the contrary is
obfervablé in Paftor Fido, where Corifca is {o
perfect a miftrefs of wtrigue, that the plot could
not have been brought to pafs without hér, 1
am inclin’d to think the paftoral comedy has

its
general defign is t6 make us in love with th

innocence of 4 rural life, fo that to introduce

o

another difadvintage, as to the manifiers -
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fhepherds of a vicious chara@er muit in fom
meafure deébafe it: and hence it may come to
pafs, that even thieé virtuous characters will nof
fhine fo much, for want of being oppos’d to
their contrarics. Thefe thoughts are purely
my own, and therefore F have reafon to doubt
them: but 1 hope your Judgment will fet me
right,

I would beg your opinion too as to another
pomt: it is, how far the liberty of borrowing
may extend? I have defended it fometimes by
faying, that it feéms riot fo much the perfection
of fenfes, to fay things that had never been faid
before, as to exprefs thofe beft that have been

¢ He thould rather have faid, the perfeciion of conception.
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faid ofteneft ; and that writers, in-the cafe of
borrowing from others; are like trees which of
themfelves would produce only one fort of
fruit, but by being grafted upon others may
yield variety. A mutual commerce makes
poetry flourith ; but then poets, like merchants,
thould repay with fomething of their own
what they take from others; mnot, like pyrates,
make prize of all they meet. 1 defire you to
tell me fincerely, if I have not firetch’d this li-
cence too far in thefe Paftorals? I hope to be-
¢ome a critic by your precepts, and a poet by
your example. Since I have feen your Eclogues,
I cannot be much pleas’d with my own; how-
ever you have not taken away all- my vanity,
fo long as you give me leave to profefs myfelf
Yours, &c.

LETTER. IV

From Mr, WALsH,.

July 20, 1406.
1 Had feoner return’d you thanks for the fa-
vour of your letter, but that T was in hopes
of giving you an account at the fame time of
my journey to Windfor; but I am now forced
to put that quite off, being engaged to go to miy:
- corpora-
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