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rromM W. WALSH, Esq. 63

faid ofteneft ; and that writers, in-the cafe of
borrowing from others; are like trees which of
themfelves would produce only one fort of
fruit, but by being grafted upon others may
yield variety. A mutual commerce makes
poetry flourith ; but then poets, like merchants,
thould repay with fomething of their own
what they take from others; mnot, like pyrates,
make prize of all they meet. 1 defire you to
tell me fincerely, if I have not firetch’d this li-
cence too far in thefe Paftorals? I hope to be-
¢ome a critic by your precepts, and a poet by
your example. Since I have feen your Eclogues,
I cannot be much pleas’d with my own; how-
ever you have not taken away all- my vanity,
fo long as you give me leave to profefs myfelf
Yours, &c.

LETTER. IV

From Mr, WALsH,.

July 20, 1406.
1 Had feoner return’d you thanks for the fa-
vour of your letter, but that T was in hopes
of giving you an account at the fame time of
my journey to Windfor; but I am now forced
to put that quite off, being engaged to go to miy:
- corpora-
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corporation of Richmond in Yorkfhire, I think
you are perfectly in the r gh in y ' 3
Paftoral ; but I am of opinion, that the redun=
dancy of wit you mention, tho’ ’tis what pleafes
the common people, is not what ever p
the beft judges. Paftor Fido -indeed has had
more admirers than Aminta; but I will

ture to fay, there is a great deal of difference
between the admirers of one and the other.
Corifca, which is a character generally admir’d
by the ordinary judges, is mtol erable in a Pa-
ftoral; and Bonarelli’s fancy of making his
thepherdefs in love with two men equa ly IS
not to be defended, whatever pains he has taken
todo it. As for what you afk of the I hut) of
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I,:,Immpn- "tis very evident the beft Latin
Poets hun. extended this very far; and none {o
far as Virgil, who is the bdt of ther As for

the Greck Poets, if we cannot trace thcm {o
plainly, ’tis pmhqpa becaufe we have none be-
fore them; ’tis-evident that mofit of them bor-
rowed ﬂom Homer, and Homer has been ac-
cus’d of burning thofe that wrote before him,
that his thefts | might not be difcover'd. The
beft of the modern Poets in all languages, are
thofe that have the neareft copied the Ancients
Indeed in all the common fubjeéts of Pocmf
the thoughts are o obvious (at leaft if they are
natural ) that whoever writes laft, muft write

I things
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things like what have been faid before: But
they may as well applaud the Ancients for the
arts of eating and drinking, and accufe the mo-
derns of having ftolen thofe inventions from
them; it being evident in all fuch cafes, that
whoever liv’d firft, muft firft find them out.
"Tis true, indeed, when
unus et alter
Affurtur pannus,

when there are one or two bright thoughts
ftolen, and all the reft is quite different from it,
a poem makes a very foolith figure: But when
’tis all melted down together, and the Gold of
the Ancients fo mix’d with that of the Moderns,
that none can diftinguifh the one from the
other, I can never find fault with it. T cannot
however but own to you, ' that there are others
of a different opinion, and that I have thewn
your verfes to fome who have made that objec-
tion to them. I have {fo much company round
me while I write this, and fuch a noife in my
ears, that ’tis impoffible I fhould write any
thing but nonfenfe, fo muft break off abruptly.
I am, Sir,

Your moft affectionate,
and moft bumble Servant,

o F LETTER
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