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From Mr., WawLsnm,

Sept. g, 1700,
A T my return from the North T receiv’d the
favour of your letter, which had lain
there till then, Having been abfent about fix
weeks, I read over your Paftorals again, with
a great deal of pleafure, and to judge the better
read Virgil’s Eclogues, and Spenfer’s Calendar,
at the fame time ; and, T affure you, I continue
the fame opinion I had always of them. By
the little hints you take upon all occafions to
improve them, ’tis probable you will make
them yet better againft winter; tho’ there is 2
mean to be kept even in that too, and a- man
may corret his verfes till he takes away the
true {pirit of them; efpecially if he fiybmits to
the corretion of fome who pafs for great Cri-
tics, by mechanical rules, and never enter into
the true defign and Genius of an author. I
haye feen fome of thefe, that would hardly al-
Tow any one good Ode in Horace, who cry
Virgil wants fancy, and that Homer is very in-
correct. While they talk at this rate, one
would. think them above the common rate of
mortals: but generally they are great admirers
of Ovid and Lucan; and when they write
themfelves, we find out all the myftery, They
Sk fean
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{caa their verfes upon their fingers; run after
Conceits and glaring thoughts 5 their poems are
all made up of Couplets, of which the firft
may be laft, or the laft ficft, without any fort
of prejudice to their works; in which there is
no defign, or method, or any thing natural or
juft. For you are certainly in the right, that
int all writings whatfoever. (not poetry only) na-
ture is to be follow’d ; and we (hould be jealous
of ourfelves for being fond of Similies, Con-
ceits, and what they call faying fine Things.
When we were in thie North, my Lord Whar-
ton thew’d mé a letter he had receiv’d from a
eertain great General in Spain®; I told him I
would by all means have that General recall’d,
and fet to writing here at home, for it was im-
poffible that a man with fo much Wit as he
thew’d, could be fit to command an Army, or
do any other bufinefs”. As for what you fay of
Expreffion: ’tis indeed the fame thing to Wit
as Drefs is to Beauty: I have feen many women
over-drefs’d, and feveral look better in a care-
lefs night-gown, with their hair about their
ears, than Mademoifelle Spanheim drefs'd for
a ball. I do not defign to be in London till

* TheEarl of Peterborow. | the Earl of Peterborow, juft

¥ Mr. Walfh’s Remark | before the glorious cam-
wil be thought very inno- | paigns of Barcelona and
cent, when the reader is in- | Valentia. %
iormed that it was made on
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towards the parliament: then I (hall certainly
be there; and hope by that time you will have
finifh’d y

appear 1n the world, and particularly the third,
of Autumn, which I have not yet feen. Your
laft Eclogue being upon the fame {ubject as
that of mine on Mrs, Tempeft’s Death, I thou’d
take it very kindly in you to give 1t a little
turn, as if it were to the Memory of the fame
Lady, if they were not written for fome parti-
cular Woman whom you would make immor-
tal. You may take occafion to thew the dif-
ference between Poets Miftrefles, and other
mens. I only hint this, which you may either
do, or let alone juft as you think fit. T fhall
be very much pleas’d to fee you again in Town,
and to hear from you in the mean time. I am,
with very much efteem,

our Paftorals as you would have them

Y our, &c.
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%I*‘TER the thoughts I have already fent
L you on the fubje&® of Englith: Verfifica-
tion, you defire my opinion as to fome farther
particulars. There are indeed certain Niceties,
which, tho’ not much obferved even by corre®

verfifiers, I cannot but think, deferve to be bet-
ter regarded, 1. It
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