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68 EETTERS To AxND

towards the parliament: then I (hall certainly
be there; and hope by that time you will have
finifh’d y

appear 1n the world, and particularly the third,
of Autumn, which I have not yet feen. Your
laft Eclogue being upon the fame {ubject as
that of mine on Mrs, Tempeft’s Death, I thou’d
take it very kindly in you to give 1t a little
turn, as if it were to the Memory of the fame
Lady, if they were not written for fome parti-
cular Woman whom you would make immor-
tal. You may take occafion to thew the dif-
ference between Poets Miftrefles, and other
mens. I only hint this, which you may either
do, or let alone juft as you think fit. T fhall
be very much pleas’d to fee you again in Town,
and to hear from you in the mean time. I am,
with very much efteem,

our Paftorals as you would have them

Y our, &c.
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%I*‘TER the thoughts I have already fent
L you on the fubje&® of Englith: Verfifica-
tion, you defire my opinion as to fome farther
particulars. There are indeed certain Niceties,
which, tho’ not much obferved even by corre®

verfifiers, I cannot but think, deferve to be bet-
ter regarded, 1. It
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1. It is not enough that nothing offends the
ear, but a good Poet will adapt the very
Sounds, as well as Words, to" the tlings he
treats of.  So that there is (if one may exprefs
it fo) a Style of Sound. As in defcribing a
oliding ftream, the numbers fhould run eafy
and flowing; in defcribing a rough torrent or
deluge, fonorous and fwelling, and fo of the
reft. This is evident every where in Homer
and Virgil, and no where elfe, that I know of,
to any obfervable degree. The following ex-
amples will make this plain, which I have
taken from /ida.

Molle viam tacito laplu per levia radit.

Incedit tardo molimine [ubfidendo.

Luctantes ventos, tempeflatefque fonoras.

Immenfo cum preecipitans ruit Oceano Nox.

Telum 1mbelle fine ictu, conjecit.

Tolle moras, cape Jaxa manu, cape robora, Paficr.

Ferte citi flammas, data tela, repellite peflem.

This, I think, is what very few obferve in
practice, and is undoubtedly of wonderful force
in imprinting the image on the reader: We
have one excellent example of it in our lan-
guage, Mr. Dryden’s Ode on St. Cecilia’s day,
entitled, Alexander’s Feaftl,

2. Every nice ear muft (I believe) have ob-
{fery’d, that in any fmooth Engli(h verfe of ten
-3 {yllables,

-
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fyllables, there is naturall vy a Paufe =t the
fourth, fifth, or fixth nllmi It is Upﬂn thefe
the eat refts, and upon the judicious change
and management of which depends the varicty
of verfification. For example,

At the fifth.

Where'er thy navy | fpreads ber canvafs wings,
At the fourth,

Homage to thee | and peace to all fhe brings.
At the il}.th.

Like tracls of leverets | in morning fncw.

Now I fancy, that, to preferve an exact Har-
mony Variety, the Paufe at the 4th or 6th
fhould not be continued above three lines toge-
ther, without the inte; pofition of another; elfe

1t will be apt to weary the ear with one conti-
nued tone, at leaft it does mine- That at the
sth runs quicker, and carries not quite fo dead
a weight, {o tires not {o much, tho’ it be conti-

‘]U'.'..'f.i it).'l(f"."l'.
b

3. Another nicety is in relation to Exple-
f.!_‘t, \"E?{'T}]Hl' \,'-.-'-"|I‘d*3' or _{‘FJN 1!111 :'.;J “*I‘tith arg
made ufe of purely to nnplv a vacancy: [
before verbs Pl’*lnl 1s ablolutely fuch ; and it is
not ll‘]ﬂ ‘oba l 1€ 1‘: ﬂ_ ire ret “.c;:} ﬂqdy ex mde
2:4d an i
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aoes in the {ame Mmanner, w nch are al-
moft alwavs uled fur the fake of thime. The

1 1 wr -_\. 1 ~ ~ 7 o o 1'rn
fame caufe has occafioned the promifcuous uie
o
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of you and thou to the fame perfon, which can
never found fo graceful as cither one or the_
other.

4. I would alfo object to the irruption of
Alexandrine verfes, of twelve fyllables, which,
I think, thould never be allow’d but when {fome
remarkable beauty or propriety in them atones
for the liberty: Mr. Dryden has been too free
of thefe, efpecially in his latter works. Tam -
of the fame opinion as to Triple Rhimes.

¢. I could equally object to the Repetition
of the fame Rhimes within four or fix lines of
each other, as tirefome to the car thro’ their
Monotony.

6. Monofyllable Lines, unlefs very artfully
managed, are ftiff, or languifhing: but may be
beautiful to exprefs Melancholy, Slownefs, or
Labour.

5. To come to the Hiatus, or Gap between
two words, which is caus’d by two vowels
opening on each other (upon which you defire
me to be particular) I think the rule in this cafe
is either to ufe the Cefura, or admit the Hiatus,
juft as the ear is leaft fhock’d by either: For
the Cafura fometimes offends the ear more than
the Hiatus itfelf, and our language is naturally

overcharg’d with confonants: As for example ;
If in this verfe,

F 4 The
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The old bave Int'reft ever du their eye,
we {hould fay, to avoid the Hiatus,

But th old have it refl

The Hiatus which has the worft effe@, is
when one word ends with the fame vowel that
begins the following ; and next to this, thofg
vowels whofe founds come neareft to each
other, are moft to be avoided. O, A, or U,
will bear a more full and graceful Sound than
Enil ey ] know, fome people will think
thefe Obfervations trivial, “and therefore I am
glad to corroborate them by fome great autho-
rities, which I have met with in Tully and
Quintilian.  In the fourth book of Rhetoric to
Herennius, are thefe words - Fugiemus crebras
Vocalium concurfiones, quee vaflam atque biantem

readunt. orgtionem ; ut boc ¢ft, Baccee enee ame-

nrffime impendebant. *And Quintilian L. ix. cap.
4. Vocalitnr concurfus cum accidit, hiat & inter-

fflit, & quaf laborat gratip. T offini longe que
eafdem inter fo literas committunt, [onabunt :
Preacipuus tamen erit bigtys earum que cavo aut
patulo ore efferuntuyr. T plenior litera eff; 1 an-
g4fizor.  But he goes on to reprove the excefs
on the other hand of being too folicitous in this
natter, and fays admirably, Nefeio an negligen-
ta in bocg aut folicituds JSit pejor.  So likewife
Tully {Orator, ad Brut ) T{?:'G_;"-?'.h’;.‘ff;'?ﬂ repreben-

dunt,
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dunt, quod eas literas tanto opere Sfugerit, etfi idem
magifler ejus Socrates : which laft author, as
Turncbus on Quintilian obferves, has hardly
one Hiatus in all his works. Quintilian tells us,
that Tully and Demofthenes did not much ob-
ferve this nicety, tho’ Tully him(elf fays in his
Orator, Crebra ifta vocum concurfio, quam magna
ex parte vitiolam, fugit Demofthenes. - If Tram
not miftaken, Malherbe of all the moderns has
been the moft {crupulous in this point; and I
think Menage in his obfervations upon him
fays, he has not one in his poems. To con-
clude, I believe the Hiatus thould be avoided
with more care in poetry than in Oratory ; and
I would conftantly try to prevent it, unlefs
where the cutting it off is more prejudicial to
the found than the Hiatus itfelf. Iam, &ec.

A. PoreE.

Mr. Walfh died at forty- | Effay onCriticifm was print-
nine years old, in the year | ed, which concludes with his
1708, the year before the | Elogy. P.

BETTER
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