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LETTERS

TO AND FROM

H. CROMWELL, Efy

From the Year 1708 to 171 1.

ERIPEPIRIR -

March 18, 1408,

Believe it was with me when I left the
Town, as it is with a great many men when
they leave the World, whofe lofs itfelf they do
not fo much regret, as that of their friends
whom they leave behind i it.  For I do not
know one thing for which I can envy London,
but for your continuing there. Yet I guefs you
will expect me to recant this expreflion, when
I tell you that Sappho (by which heathenifh
name you have chriften’d 2 very orthodox La-
dy) did not accompany me into the Country.
Well, you have your Lady in the Town fill,
and I havemy Heart in the Country ftill, which
being wholly unemploy’d as yet, has the more
room
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room in it for my friends, and does not want
a corner at your fervice. You have extremely
obliged me by your franknefs and kindnefs ;
and if 1 have abus’d it by too much freedom
on my part, 1 hope you will attribute it to the
natural opennefs of my temper, which hardly
knows how to thow Refpect, where it feels Af-
fe&ion. 1 would love my Friend, as my Mi-
ftrefs, without ceremony; and hope a little
rough ufage fometimes may not be more dif-
pleafing to the one, than it is to the other.

If you have any curiofity to know in what
manner I live, or rather lofe a life, Martial will
inform you in one line: '

Prandeo, poto, cano, ludo, lego, cazno, quiefco.

Every day with me is literally another yef-
terday, for it is exactly the fame: It has the
fame bufinefs, which is Poetry, and the fame
pleafure, which 1s Idlenefs. A man might in-
deed pafs his time much better, but I queftion
if any man could pafs it much eafier. If you
will vifit our thades this fpring, which I very
much defire, you may perhaps inftruét me to
manage my game more wifely; but at prefent
I am fatisfy’d to trifie away my time any way,
rather than let it ftick by me; as thop-keepers
are glad to be rid of thofe goods -at any rate,
which would otherwife always be lying upon
their hands. Sir,
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Sir, if you will favour me fometimes with
your letters, it will be a great fatisfaction to me
on {everal accounts; and on this in particular,
that it will thow me (to my comfort) that even
a wife man is fometimes very 1dle; for fo you
mult needs be when you can find leifure to
write to

Your, &c.

B T TR )

April 277, 1708,

Have nothing to fay to you. in this letter;
but I was refolv’d to write to tell you fo.
Why fhould not I content myfelf with fo ma-
ny great Examples of deep Divines, profound
Cafuifts, grave Philofophers; who have writ-
ten, not letters only, but whole Tomes and vo-
luminous - Treatifes about Nothing? Why
thould a fellow like me, who all his life does
nothing, .be atham’d to write nothing? and
that to one who has nothing to do but to read
it? But perhaps you’ll fay, the whole world
has fomething to do, fomething to talk of,
fomething to with for, fomething to be im-
ploy’d about: But pray, Sir, caft-up the ac-
count, put all thefe fomethings together, and
what is the fum total but juft nothing? I have
no
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