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Sir, if you will favour me fometimes with
your letters, it will be a great fatisfaction to me
on {everal accounts; and on this in particular,
that it will thow me (to my comfort) that even
a wife man is fometimes very 1dle; for fo you
mult needs be when you can find leifure to
write to

Your, &c.

B T TR )

April 277, 1708,

Have nothing to fay to you. in this letter;
but I was refolv’d to write to tell you fo.
Why fhould not I content myfelf with fo ma-
ny great Examples of deep Divines, profound
Cafuifts, grave Philofophers; who have writ-
ten, not letters only, but whole Tomes and vo-
luminous - Treatifes about Nothing? Why
thould a fellow like me, who all his life does
nothing, .be atham’d to write nothing? and
that to one who has nothing to do but to read
it? But perhaps you’ll fay, the whole world
has fomething to do, fomething to talk of,
fomething to with for, fomething to be im-
ploy’d about: But pray, Sir, caft-up the ac-
count, put all thefe fomethings together, and
what is the fum total but juft nothing? I have
no
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no moré to fay, but to defire you to oive my
fervice (that is nothing) to your friends, and
to belieys that T'am nothing more than
' o Your, &c.
- Ex nihilo nil fit. LUcr.

$ E1T B R =HiL

May 10, 1708.

X 70U talk of fame and glory, and of the
great men of Antiquity: Pray, tell me,
what ‘are all your great dead men, but {o many
little living letters? Whata vaft reward 1s here
for 4ll the ink wafted by Wiriters, and all the
blood fpilt by Princes? There was in old time
one Severus a Roman Emperor. T dare fay
you never call’d him' by any other name in
your life: and yet in his days hel was ftyled
Lucias, Septimius, Severus, Pius, Pertinax;
Auguftus, Parthicus, Adiabenicus, - Arabicus;
Maximus, and what not? What a prodigious
wafte of letters has time made! what 2 number
have heie dropt off, and left the poor furviving
{evenunattended ! -For my own’part, four are all
I havé to take carefor; and Tll be judg’d by
you if ‘any man cow’d live in lefs compafs?
Well, for the futare I'll drown all high
thoughts
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